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1 城市 City








口才突破





相信很多考生在谈论城市话题时最苦恼的就是无法 清楚地描述其发展和变化，更不擅于准确地描述某个城市与众不同的特色，从而导致答案千篇一律。其实考生 可以从该城市的历史、发展速度、城市市民幸福指数、家乡对自己成长的影响这几个方面来深度挖掘，这样你 所描述的城市就会鲜活起来，绝对会区别于其他考生。
 



















开口试试看











  ■ Where are you from?





  ■ What is the difference in your hometown between 10 years ago and now?





  ■ Do you want to live in a big city or a small town in the future?





  ■ Is your hometown a good place for young people?





  ■ Do you think park or garden is important to a city?





  ■ Do you know anything about your hometown history?





  ■ What would you like to change about your hometown?





  ■ What kind of city do you love to visit in the future?


















Where are you from?
 



I was born and raised in Beijing, the city known as the capital, the centre or the concrete jungle in China.








亮点1




I was born and raised in：我是土生土长的……人。 born是出生的意思，raise是养育的意思，加在一起就是“地 地道道的”。






亮点2




the city known as：因……而知名。给一个名号是很 好的称赞方法。







    




What is the difference in your hometown between 10 years ago and now?
 


(Version 1) The biggest difference is the living condition, or other people say “living quality”. A decade ago, we used to walk to the park for family picnic at weekends. Well, if we still want to do that now, our families need to swallow the traffic jam and have picnic in the ocean of people.








亮点1




swallow the traffic jam：忍受交通堵塞。如果用bear 来表达忍受，明显不够有感官冲击性，swallow的意思是“吞 咽”，但在这里是指“忍气吞声”，够形象了吧！






亮点2




ocean of people：人的海洋。尽管我们总是嘲讽people mountain, people sea（人山人海），但经过求证，“人的海 洋”确实是老外认账的表达。






What is the difference in your hometown between 10 years ago and now?
 





(Version 2) I don't quite sense any differences. Even though I have heard more buildings are under construction, the core of my hometown is still the one I used to know. It is still a simple place, and citizens still live a simple life.








亮点1




I don't quite sense any differences：我没怎么感觉到 不同。这个很有意思，因为这个答案斗胆否定了考官的问 话，但一定要在后面把原因说得精彩，因为这个反调已经唱 响，考官的胃口已经被你吊起了。






亮点2




core: 核心，本质。家乡的本质还是我以前了解的那 个，十分形象地表达“家乡带给我的感觉，家乡的味道”。






亮点3




用两个simple表现一种匹配，对称。







Do you want to live in a big city or a small town in the future?



I still want to live in a big city. Let's be honest, against every drawbacks the big city may give us, we still need the job opportunities or the facilities. I'm a typical urban lover.








亮点1




Let's be honest：说实话吧。这个Let's非常传神，很 有“咱们坦诚相待”的意味。against every drawbacks：先不 说那些缺点。against是“抵抗，反对”的意思，在句子里就 是“先不谈，先不管，先搁置一下”的感觉。






亮点2




urban lover：城市爱好者。可以举一反三来表达 music lover（音乐爱好者），film lover（电影爱好者）。







Is your hometown a good place for young people?



I guess young people won't say no to my hometown. There are plenty of fun stuffs for them, like shopping malls, musical festivals or some traditional local scenic spots.








亮点1




won't say no to：不会对……说不。这样的表达比 dislike要好太多了。






亮点2




scenic spots：景点。







Do you think park or garden is important to a city?



Absolutely. Now, even pupils know the plants in the gardens or parks are producing oxygen for us. I mean how can a city survive itself without some green?








亮点1




even pupils know：连小学生都知道。各位以后可以 用它来代替everybody knows。






亮点2




survive itself：活下来。这句话的意思是：没有点绿 色，这城市怎么活下来呢。但itself又给“活下来”添加了一 份“自保”的感觉。








Do you know anything about your hometown history?



I just heard about the ancient war happened in my hometown back in thousands of years ago. It was a mess. But I think those people must be fighting for some important things, like treasure or resources. So my hometown may be a rich city in history.








亮点1




It was a mess：一团糟。







What would you like to change about your hometown?



I do want to tear down some dangerous buildings there. Some buildings in my hometown are older than my grandpa. They are old and weak, but they are still supplying the heat and water for the residents. I say those buildings are so needed to be changed.








亮点1




Some buildings in my hometown are older than my grandpa：有些房子比我爷爷都老。这是外国人每天挂在嘴边 去讽刺一些陈旧事物的话，各位可以现学现用了。






亮点2




so：这个词的意思大家并不陌生，但需要了解的是 它在这个句子中的位置，像所有副词一样，用于动词和形容 词之前来表达“一定，绝对”，比如：We so will be late.（我 们肯定迟到了!）







What kind of city do you love to visit in the future?



Some cities with weird traditions and customs attract me all the time. For example, Madrid in Spain, people there have bull festival which is incredibly eyecatching.








亮点1




bull festival：西班牙奔牛节。不要吝啬自己的见闻！






亮点2




eye-catching：引人注目的。同样，如果去形容一道 美味的菜，我们可以说它的香味非常的nose-catching，这样的 构词是灵活的。






老外如是说








最好不要说你的家乡是个poor place，也不要说你 hate your hometown，如果真的对家乡有看法，说细节问题，然后谈感想。我们希望听到 你对城市每个角落的描述、想法，无论好坏。








 





2 出国 Going Abroad








口才突破








被问到“你为什么出国”的问题时，如果考生回答“为了学习”，考官是绝对不会善罢甘休的。出国的期望、刺激出国的导火索、对异乡生活的憧憬和恐惧都可以幻化成谈资，这样不仅能保证答案的个性化，也可以令你的回答更具人情味。
















开口试试看











■ Why are you going abroad?





■ Do you think it's necessary to go abroad?





■ What foreign culture or custom do you know?





■ What is the difference between Chinese education and Western education?





■ Is there anything you worry about going abroad?





■ What change do you want to have during overseas study?





■ Besides language, what is the most difficult thing while living abroad?















Why are you going abroad?



At the beginning, my intention was triggered by many of my classmates. They were all busy with going abroad out of sudden. I was just panic and wanted to catch this trend. Now, I make my mind because I see a wider world out there, and I want to experience something different from that of China.








亮点1




intention was triggered by…：我的动机被……给触发了。trigger 作动词时的意思是触发，发动。






亮点2




make my mind：下定决心。老外一般不说 I decide it，相反地，他们经常把这句话挂在嘴边。







Do you think it 's necessary to go abroad?



For 80s or 90s baby, it's absolutely necessary. We are living in earth village now. We need to travel around to make friends and see different cultures. It's a shame if we don't get our horizon widened or outlook extended before we get to the society.








亮点1




80s or 90s baby：80后或90后。这个表达相信很多同学都已经找了很久了。






亮点2




get our horizon widened：拓宽我们的眼界。horizon 的原意是地平线，在这里是视野的意思。







What foreign culture or custom do you know?



I know trick or treat in Halloween, and the pumpkin decoration or the costume parties. It's much different from Chinese Tomb-sweeping Day, our style is more serious and sentimental.








亮点1




trick or treat：不给糖就捣蛋。万圣节时小孩子都喜欢玩的游戏。






亮点2




pumpkin decoration or the costume parties：南瓜装饰物和化装舞会。高手和凡人最大的区别就在于高手总是在不经意间展示最切题、最精准的素材，万圣节最具代表性的素材就是南瓜和妖魔鬼怪的装束了。






亮点3




Tomb-sweeping Day：清明节。将中西两个关于祭祀的节日放在一起对比本身就是一种亮点。







What is the difference between Chinese education and Western education?



Chinese education seems to be perfect: the thorough exam system, first-rate teachers and facilities. However, students in China are not encouraged to develop critical thinking habits, which Western education is highly emphasizing.








亮点1




seems to be：好像是。先扬后抑的最佳语调非它莫属了。






亮点2




critical thinking：批判性思维。知道这个词的中国考生也许不少，但知道它在国外教育体制中的重要性的人就不多了，能在彩色实战中用它来描述中西教育差别的就少之又少了。







Is there anything you worry about going abroad?





There are couples of things like opening a bank account or seeing a doctor which really bothers me. I don't even know how to explain the financial requirements or medical symptoms by using English, but I think it will be fine if I overcome these issues.








亮点1




bother：困扰。






亮点2




financial requirements or medical symptoms：财务需求和医学病症。这道题完全就是在卖弄词汇。







What changes do you want to have during overseas study?





I want to be a different person through the abroad experience. By different, I mean with more knowledge and better attitude. Hoping the studying days out there can make me a knowledgeable and happy person.








亮点




By different, I mean：这个“区别”是指……这样的句型可以举一反三，比如：By soon, I mean tomorrow.（这个“尽快”是指明天。）







Besides language, what is the most difficult thing while living abroad?





I guess food will be a challenge. You know adapting diet to another country is like teaching your digestive system another language, I think my body should be ready for this.








亮点




adapting diet into another country is like teaching your digestive system another language：适应另一个国家的饮食就好像教你的消化系统另外一门语言。自high地说一句，口语考试中使用比喻句能让人的演讲欲罢不能。






老外如是说








如果考官问你为什么出国，别说是为了父母，也别说是为了学习知识，这些都太空泛了。说说你想得到的改变，哪怕你说想经历什么也得给出个方向，好让听众有个遐想。








  





3 动物 Animal








口才突破








别吝惜讲述养宠物的坏处--费时费力，还得打扫它们的“地雷”，在抱怨的同时可以讲述你对宠物的喜爱。此外，在阐述贩卖野生动物问题时最好要强调猎杀稀有动物的目的，如药用、制衣或美食。
















开口试试看











■ Are you a pet person?





■ Have you ever kept any pets at home?





■ What animals can you see around the place you live?





■ Can you see birds from where you live?





■ Do Chinese people like birds?





■ What is the biggest reason for someone to kill some precious animals?





■ What is your opinion about hunting?





■ What is your favorite wild life animal?





■ It is good or bad to keep the animals in the zoo?





■ What are the disadvantages of keeping pets?















Are you a pet person?





Yes, I am a 100% pet lover. I am completely defenseless in front of those adorable creatures. I believe there is a connection between human and other animals so that we are all attracted by those naive and innocent looks.








亮点1




I am a 100% pet lover：我是个百分百的宠物爱好者。






亮点2




attracted by those naive and innocent looks：被那天真无辜的模样所吸引。look有时候也有“表情”的意思。







Have you ever kept any pets at home?





Pet is always a pity of mine. Because I'm living in an apartment in the downtown, the environment is not good for dogs or cats. I don't want to have them here but seeing them unhappy.








亮点




I don't want to have them here but seeing them unhappy：我不想让它们在身边却看着它们不开心。







What animals can you see around the place you live?





My community was built at 1980s, which means the majority of residents are seniors. We can see all kinds of dogs, Alaska, husky, bull dog, you name it. Well, of course, we have to clean up the bonus once in a while, you know what I'm saying.








亮点1




Alaska, husky, bull dog：阿拉斯加，哈士奇，斗牛犬。秀出几种具体的犬名会让人眼前一亮。






亮点2




bonus：奖励，意外的奖赏。其实在这个地方各位从前面的clean up也猜得出这“额外的奖励”肯定是小动物们留下的地雷。






亮点3




you know what I'm saying：你懂的！







Can you see birds from where you live?



I haven't seen a bird for a long time. Birds don't like to settle down around here, neither. I don't blame them. No animals want to live in a concrete jungle.








亮点




concrete jungle：混凝土丛林。此表达摘自一首英文歌 Empire State of Mind, 歌曲里面用它来形容纽约，那为什么不拿来去形容其他城市呢？







Do Chinese people like birds?





Chinese adore birds very much, especially Beijing people, they even have a culture for keeping birds. In the pet markets, different birds will go with the certain type of cages and food. Also, it should be with a detailed instruction for feeding them.








亮点1




adore：宠爱，喜爱。






亮点2




different birds will go with the certain type of cages and food：不同的鸟配不同的笼子和食物。go with是“配上……”的意思，特别好的一个表达，比如：Meat should go with rice.（肉应该配米饭。）








What is the biggest reason for someone to kill some precious animals?



No matter who is chasing those precious animals, they want the same things: fur and guts. Fur is obviously for clothes which can be sold at a sky-high price. Some guts can be used to make expensive medicines. So in a word: money.








亮点1




fur and guts：皮毛和内脏。同学们一定想过滥杀动物是为了钱或交易，但可能没想过交易的内容是什么。这里已经具体到了最直接的两样东西。除此之外，可能也有别的交易内容，欢迎大家补充。






亮点2




which can be sold at a sky-high price：可以以天价出卖。






亮点3




in a word：总而言之。这里一定要注意，是in a word，那么后面的总结必须得简洁凝练！







What is your opinion about hunting?



I don't against the hunting in open seasons, it's a part of food chain, and we have been doing this since savage times. But I do against illegal hunting, including hunting the precious species or hunting at the wrong time, because this may cause extinction.








亮点1




it's a part of food chain：是食物链的一部分。






亮点2




savage times：蛮夷时代。这个就是“远古时期”的另外一种说法。好多同学喜欢用ancient times, 但ancient仍然给人一种“文明”的感觉。






亮点3




extinction：灭绝。







What is your favorite wild life animal?



Elephants give me a great impression. Whenever I watch animal programmes on TV or I go to see them in the zoo, elephants are always humble and quiet. They are the true peace-lover and the son of the harmony, which is exactly what I want to find in nature.








亮点1




elephants are always humble and quiet：大象总是谦逊而安静。






亮点2




son of the harmony：和谐之子。用来形容喜好和平的事物。







It is good or bad to keep the animals in the zoo?





It's not a bad idea at all. But don't get me wrong, I'm not encouraging to capture more animals into the zoos. I'm just saying they can be taken care of after all. There are professional staffs to feed them, and their health condition can be monitored all the time.








亮点1




get me wrong：误解我。






亮点2




after all：毕竟。






亮点3




their health condition can be monitored：可以监控它们的健康状况。很多人分不清supervise和monitor，这两个词的区别在于，一个是监管、对其负责（supervise），一个是监测、观察（monitor）。








What are the disadvantages of keeping pets?



Everyone who keeps a pet must know poop is a trouble. No matter it's a fish bowl, a dog house or a cat box, the cleaning job really pulls the nerve. Also, the smell is not that pleasant.








亮点1




poop：动物的粪便。






亮点2




a fish bowl, a dog house or a cat box: 鱼缸，狗舍和猫盒子。不同的宠物居住的器具不同，这种精确是考官非常欣赏的。






亮点3




pulls the nerve：牵动神经。用来形容伤脑筋的东西。






老外如是说








这样说吧，我们的家人完全把猫和狗当作家庭成员，当它们生病、配种或死亡的时候，我们对它们的情感投入和对人是完全一样的。切记，千万不要说某些动物的优点是它们的肉很好吃。













4 工作 Job








口才突破








有很多因素影响我们工作时的平衡感，比如：是否能体现自身价值、工作时长、领导心情、工作环境、收入、同事关系等。考官们在问询工作上的任何问题时，我们都可以从以上几点着手。
















开口试试看











■ What is a good job in your opinion?





■ What takes you to be outstanding in what you do?





■ Do you think team work is more important than individual ability?





■ Why do people nowadays change jobs frequently?





■ Do you think it's easy to get a job now?





■ Should the graduates make their own decision about choosing jobs?





■ Do you think men and women share the equal chance for job hunting?





■ How should employees communicate with their boss when they reach some disagreement?





■ What is bad about working overtime?















What is a good job in your opinion?





I remember a great guitarist Steve Vai said: “when I am in the recording studio, I don't care the world is burning down.” I guess that is a good job, a job you can realize your personal value, a job you would love to sacrifice yourself for.







Steve Vai：美国音乐家，表演艺术家，当代最具影响力的电吉他演奏大师之一。很多同学都问Nick怎么说话才能让考官觉得自己很有见识，其实很简单，你去了解下老外每天都在关注哪些事物，关注哪些文化现象或明星，很快就能跟他们聊成一片。比如此文中的Steve Vai，他在西方世界的知名度绝对不亚于王菲在中国的知名度，但几乎没有考生在实战中敢大胆使用这样的素材。






亮点2




realize your personal value：实现你的个人价值。







What takes you to be outstanding in what you do?



I know the most common answer is learning hard or studying hard. But I believe the passion determines it all. Being passionate about one job is just like falling in love with someone, we would be thinking about it all the time when we fall for it. So it's natural to find a way to be outstanding.








亮点1




the passion determines it all：热情决定一切。






亮点2




when we fall for it：当我们陷入其中的时候。fall for…就代表投入到其中，非常喜爱这样东西。







Do you think team work is more important than individual ability?



Team work definitely is bigger. Even a super hero needs a side-kick. Team work is about how to make individual ability work perfectly in a system while not disturbing others' function. Therefore, instead of an individual, a team makes a call of success or failure.








亮点1




bigger：更重要。big有时候可以表达“重要”的意思。






亮点2




side-kick：助手。






亮点3




Team work is about how to make individual ability work perfectly in a system while not disturbing others'function：团队合作的重点在于如何让个人能力发挥得很好，又不影响体系内其他人的职务。






亮点4




makes a call：决定。这里makes a call 可不仅仅是打电话的意思了，千万不要犯糊涂，要根据不同的情景来推测话语含义。







Why do people nowadays change jobs frequently?



Because modern people don't have clear career plans, which stops them from devoting all the time and will to a single job. We are all graduated from universities where teachers taught us everything but what you should be, so we just try, from one company to another, from one industry toanother. 








亮点1




which stops them from devoting all the time and will to a single job：这妨碍了他们将所有的时间和意愿用于做好同一份工作。devote something to something也是很经典的句型之一，意为将……完全投入到……






亮点2




everything but：除了……, 其他的都有。其反义词是 nothing but，表示仅有……






亮点3




from one industry to another：从一个行业到另一个行业。此处的industry不是工业，而是行业。







Do you think it 's easy to get a job now?



The fact is brutal. A person needs to suffer a long time waiting period after sending the CV; then to defeat all the competitors in the interview; next, to work extremely hard to prove his or her value during the internship. It's not easy, it's hard as nuts.








亮点1





全文的结构。此范例答案给出的内容非常类似闯关游戏，打怪升级练装备。首先要怎么样，之后要怎么样，以此来体现找工作的艰辛，而不是空洞地讲道理，提理论。








亮点2




The fact is brutal：现实是残酷的。






亮点3




CV：简历。全称是Curriculum Vitae，它专门用来表示学历方面、专业知识方面的履历。






亮点4




internship：实习。








Should the graduates make their own decision about choosing jobs?





It's better to decide this on their own behaves. Maybe young people need some advice and guidance about certain jobs, but no one has the right to force them to choose a job.








亮点




on their own behaves：代表他们自己。on one's behalf 是为……利益，代表……的意思。原句的意思是“最好让他们自己决定”。








Do you think men and women share the equal chance for job hunting?





It's not so from what I see. Men have more job opportunities, because they are physically stronger than women. But there is good part, for the matter of this, women have more time to manage the household business.








亮点1




It's not so from what I see：据我观察，事实并非如此。






亮点2




for the matter of this：由于这个原因。又多了一个可以替换 because的词。







How should employees communicate with their boss when they reach some disagreements?



That's a dangerous mission. I guess if an employee writes a letter or sends an e-mail to express his ideas is quite enough. I'm not saying the boss is always right, I mean as an employee, it's not his job to make the final decision.








亮点1




That's a dangerous mission：这是个危险的任务。用这样的开场来表示这道题目其实有一点难以回答，可以给自己赢得一点思考时间。






亮点2




I'm not saying：我并不是说。







What is bad about working overtime?





This is a common phenomenon in these years and it has already killed a lot of people. Working overtime breaks people's life routine and makes them forsake the time of having fun or being themselves. There are still more, I can go on complaining like this forever if there is time.








亮点1




breaks people's life routine：打乱了人们的生活规律。 routine是路线的意思，在这里是regulation的意思，即规律，常规。






亮点2




forsake the time of having fun or being themselves：牺牲享乐和他们做回自我的时间。






亮点3




I can go on complaining like this forever if there is time：如果时间允许，我能一直抱怨下去。这样的结尾相当有力度，让考官觉得意犹未尽。






老外如是说








在这方面我觉得东西方人是一样的，问题主要出在年龄上。找工作需要的一些能力和个性，有些素质需要时间和阅历来慢慢培养。建议你们可以去跟父母或师长多聊聊。








  








5 购物 Shopping








口才突破








“打折季”、“处理销售”、“买一赠一”这些与大众考生不同的切入点会让考官眼前一亮。同样地，我们也可以在商场规模和喜欢的品牌上大做文章。注意，如果描述网络购物的弊端时，考生需要详细地列出原因，如：无法感觉商品的质地，无法目测实际的大小，无法试穿等，否则考官一定会问“why”。
















开口试试看











■ Do you like shopping?





■ Where do you usually go for shopping?





■ Who do you like to go for shopping with?





■ How do you think of window shopping?





■ Did you buy anything online?





■ How do you think of online shopping?





■ How often do you go shopping?





■ Do you like to buy things in the supermarkets or in the big shopping malls?





■ Do you like the famous brands?





■ When do you usually go shopping?















Do you like shopping?





Shopping is a necessary part of my daily life. I like shopping not only for purchasing some fancy stuff, but more like enjoying the time with friends. Criticizing brands or selecting a style is the true spirit of shopping.








亮点1




fancy stuff：高档货。






亮点2




Criticizing brands or selecting a style is the true spirit of shopping：评判各种品牌的好坏或筛选各种风格才是购物的精髓所在。这句话不是Nick自己编的，而是一位经常逛街的女士给出的心得。如果你面对的是一位女性考官，相信这句话的威力就更大了。







Where do you usually go for shopping?





I love to go shopping in some second-hand stuff markets. Comparing with buying new things, I do prefer to make the old stuff alive. It's a pity to see some old picture frames or other furniture got thrown into trash.








亮点1




make the old stuff alive：化腐朽为神奇。alive是活着，鲜活的意思。






亮点2




picture frames：画框。






亮点3




got thrown into trash：被扔进垃圾箱。trash是垃圾的意思，在这里寓意是垃圾场，垃圾箱。







Who do you like to go shopping with?





My Mom is a genius of bargaining and she is my official shopping partner. We work as a team like this: I choose and select the style and brand while my Mom does the evaluation by comparing with other shops, then she just fires away for a real pleasant price.








亮点1




My Mom is a genius of bargaining：我老妈是个砍价天才！






亮点2




fires away：讲话。fire有开火的意思，在词组fire away 中，也有同样的意思。尽管中文的含义都是说话，但这个意味比talk就重多了，有点“开喷”的感觉。同样地，如果有人要问你问题，你也可以大方地说：Fire away.（尽管问吧。）







How do you think of window shopping?





I don't think window shopping is kind of shopping but an investigation. People are searching for the perfect subjects through window shopping. Before that, probably they just have a blur image of what they want to buy. So it is a significant process for making a purchase decision.








亮点1




I don't think window shopping is kind of shopping but an investigation：我觉得只看不买算不上购物，更像是一种调查。not… but是“不是……，而是……”的意思，用在表达不同观点时十分地道。






亮点2




they just have a blur image of what they want to buy：他们仅仅对自己想买的东西有个模糊的意象。blur作名词时意为污点。







Did you buy anything online?





Every young people have online-shopping experience. I bought quite a few things online, like bags, books, shoes even furniture. Besides, it's cheaper than those in the regular malls, the best part is that the product will be delivered to us in a pack and we can unwrap it like a Christmas gift.








亮点1




quite a few：不少。






亮点2




we can unwrap it like a Christmas gift：我们可以像打开圣诞礼盒一样打开它。







How do you think of online shopping?





It saves us a lot of time and money. That's the benefit of online shopping. However, I think this format of business deprives the joy of shopping. I mean we can't touch the product or feel its texture. Shopping should be more than trading.








亮点1




this format of business deprives the joy of shopping：这样的商业模式剥夺了购物的快感。format of 意为是……的模式，形式。






亮点2




texture：手感，质地。







How often do you go shopping?





Once or twice is quite enough for a student like me. Though the delicious products are calling, I still have to resist the temptation. I may go shopping whenever I want after getting a decent job.








亮点




Though the delicious products are calling，I still have to resist the temptation：尽管让人垂涎的商品在呼唤我，但我还是得抗拒这种诱惑。delicious 在这里不是好吃的，而是使用了一种通感的修辞。







Do you like to buy things in the supermarkets or in the big shopping malls?





I prefer to hunt in the supermarkets. It feels like easy to walk around in there. I don't have to worry about picking up something I can't afford, but the same story can be super embarrassing in the shopping malls.








亮点1




hunt：打猎。在超市里打猎，那当然就是扫荡些自己喜欢的商品了。






亮点2




but the same story can be super embarrassing in the shopping malls：但同样的情况在大型购物中心就会变得非常尴尬了。story 在这里是情况，状况的意思。







Do you like the famous brands?





I do. Famous brands always have good reasons to be famous, and that's basically why people put their trust in it and its products. Like Apple, it's famous for its exquisite design. Those nameless computer brands can never satisfy consumers like Apple does.








亮点1




put their trust in：信任……没有用传统的trust somebody，而用put in句型强调信任的程度。






亮点2




it's famous for its exquisite design：它以精美的设计而著名。这句话的亮点不是用词或句型，而是读音。这句话音节非常多，不太容易念熟，各位达人可以挑战一下。







When do you usually go shopping?





Weekends are the only time for me to go shopping. Also, the periods after festivals and holidays are ideal for shopping. You know, that's commonly the discount season.








亮点




that's commonly the discount season：一般都是打折季。






老外如是说








西方人购物也是很疯狂的，也喜欢购买便宜又精致的东西。你们可以说说中国人购物的一些习惯，喜欢的颜色，是否喜欢用篮子或环保的袋子等，也可以说说商场里面的铺子是怎么做促销的。

















6 广告 Advertisement








口才突破







  说起广告，最怕考生空谈其影响或利弊。考生需了解 消费者的心理，如他们对商品的渴望引发了广告市场的繁 盛，看广告不仅是了解产品，更是欣赏创意等。当然也可 以描述广告的副作用，如夸大产品功效而引起误解，甚至 错误使用，尤其是某些不适当广告画面对于孩童的心理影 响。这几点都是在口才上战胜对方的利器。














开口试试看











  ■ How do you feel about advertisement?





  ■ What are the effects that advertisements have on people?





  ■ Do you think there are too many advertisements nowadays?





  ■ Are you going to be tempted into buying something you don't actually need by advertisement?





  ■ What quality should a good advertisement have?





  ■ What kind of advertisement attracts people most in your opinion?





  ■ Do you think it is good if children advertise the product?





  ■ Why are those people who advertise products always good-looking?





  ■ How do you feel about the celebrities endorsing the big brands?





  ■ Which kind of advertisement is your favorite?















How do you feel about advertisement?



I don't think it is bad even though it's a bit annoying nowadays. Advertisement is quite an essential way for consumers to make decisions. For another, ad is just the perfect time filler between the programmes.








亮点1




ad：广告，是advertisement的简称。






亮点2




time filler：消磨时间的东西，填充空白时间的东西。







What are the effects that advertisements have on people?





Apparently people will be guided or even manipulated by advertising. We all see the shinning points of products and we naturally believe it is worth purchasing or considering about buying. That's the magic trick advertisements play. I'm not saying it's not real, I mean they only emphasize the good part to direct consumers' attention and judgements.








亮点1




manipulated：被摆布的，被操纵的。






亮点2




direct consumer's attention and judgements：引导消费 者的注意力和判断力。注意，我用的是direct，可没用mislead, 所以在句中的感情色彩完全是中立、客观的。







Do you think there are too many advertisements nowadays?



Oh, yes. I'm, indeed, seriously disturbed by commercials. However, despite the number of ad is enormous, I just think the reason why we think there are too many of them is that almost all the advertisements are lacking new concepts or creative ideas.








亮点1




indeed：的确。亮点在于这个词的位置，插入语是口语 中非常重要的一个元素，它代表你可以自如地运用各种词性。






亮点2




enormous：巨大的，庞大的。






亮点3




too many of them：他们太多了。这是一个非常重要 的表达，完全等于they are too many。但在老外的世界里， 说there are too many 的情况并不多。相反地，it's too many of them是他们经常使用的表达。








Are you going to be tempted into buying something you don't actually need by advertisement?





Advertisement can be extremely powerful and persuasive sometimes. It seems to be able to see through people's desire and push the very button and let them think “this is exactly what I need”. I guess I would fall for a fabulous ad, too, only if it really exists.








亮点1




persuasive：有说服力的。






亮点2




let them think “this is exactly what I need”：让他们觉得“这就是我想要的”！画外音的手法不是第一次使用了， 各位要大胆地表达，尤其是在问你对某些人的看法的时候， 更要灵活使用。









What quality should a good advertisement have?



A good advertisement should have a clear purpose for its product, which is telling the consumers what this product can bring to them or what differences it can make once people own it. Too bad, we cannot see many advertisements like that.








亮点1




A good advertisement should have a clear purpose for its product：一则好的广告应该给产品一个非常明确的目标。






亮点2




Too bad：太遗憾了。在这里不是太糟糕的意思。







What kind of advertisement attracts people most in your opinion?



We may ignore a lot of business or commercial advertisements but we never say no to those charity ads, do we? Because that's more than a promotion but a signal to us, I think all those charity ads are the most eye-catching ones among the others.








亮点1




charity ads：公益广告。在这个段落里，再一次用到 了对比，将商业广告和公益广告对比后得出结论。






亮点2




do we：不是吗？各位有多久没用过反义疑问句了？






亮点3




that's more than a promotion but a signal to us：这不仅 是个广告，也是给我们的一个信号。more than… but句型和 not only… but also一样地具有杀伤力。







Do you think it is good if children advertise the product?



It is nice to do so. We all love to see children and their innocent pure happiness or something. In addition, children can even prevent advertisement from lying to the public. The producers can't drive kids to lie, even if they can, I believe their conscience will punish them.








亮点1




innocent pure happiness：无邪纯真的快乐。这个地方重 点区分innocent (天真的，无知的)和pure (纯真的)这两个词。






亮点2




I believe their conscience will punish them：我相信他 们的良心会谴责他们的。







Why are those people who advertise products always good-looking?



Because the manufacturer wants to impress public with a perfect image, I mean they want the flawless impression. In this case, it's not hard to understand how important the whole appearance is. We all know, actors' faces represent the product's reputation.








亮点1




flawless：毫无瑕疵的，完美的。








亮点2




actors' faces represent the product's reputation: 演员的 脸代表了产品的名誉。







How do you feel about the celebrities endorsing the big brands?



I feel some of those celebrities should be ashamed about their so-called promotion job. I do understand the companies need the “icon effect” to extent their brands' social reputation, but most of the celebrities know nothing about the product quality whatsoever.








亮点1




icon effect：名人效应。idol这个词也很好，但icon是 最近几年火起来的一个词，也表示偶像。






亮点2




but most of the celebrities know nothing about the product quality whatsoever：但大多数的明星对产品质量一无所知。 not… whatsoever 的用法完全等于 not … at all。








Which kind of advertisement is your favorite





I always love print ads, like billboard or magazine cover. It's not like videos or TV ads which are so eager to drag my attention away, nor like Internet ads which are full of untrue information. Print ads are always there quietly and patiently, that's my style.




亮点1




print ads：平面广告。专指打印出来、可以张贴的 广告。








亮点2




are so eager to：急切…… 这个词组所表达的感情 色彩要比hope to do强烈很多，适合形容那种急切做某事的心情。






老外如是说








国外的广告词都很犀利。（Nick：你是在小看我们中国的广告词吗？）如果能有机会背上 一两句广告词，那就更有效果了。
















7 婚姻Marriage








口才突破








这是中国学生最害怕的话题之一，因为大多数考生都是未婚的年轻一辈。其实婚姻话题里的素材我们一点都不陌生。我们可以抓住中国传统婚俗--拜天地、适婚年龄、家庭中的男女平等问题展开陈述。
















开口试试看











■ Are there any traditions about Chinese wedding?





■ What is the perfect age for a person to get married?





■ Should women do more housework than men?





■ Should men work more or make more money than women?





■ What do you think is the most important thing in a marriage?





■ What is the difference between Chinese wedding and Western wedding?





■ Do you think people should spend a lot of money preparing for the wedding?





■ Do you think it is good or bad to get married late?





■ How do Chinese people usually celebrate the wedding?





■ Do you think the husband should take care of children or not?
















Are there any traditions about Chinese wedding?





There used to be some traditions at weddings. The most famous one was the new couple's three bows ceremony. For your information: one bow for the almighty god, one for the parents who raised them, and the last one for each other.








亮点1




new couple's three bows ceremony：三鞠躬。很多考生在谈中式婚礼上都找不到亮点，这个是最合适不过的了，对此解释不必特别详细，说清楚是给谁鞠躬就可以了，重要的是形式。






亮点2




almighty god：天地。天地在中国的传统文化中扮演了十分重要的角色。







What is the perfect age for a person to get married?





I believe 25 is a beautiful age for getting married. People at this age are not too young to take care of the whole family. And also it is a perfect time to start a career so that they can have the financial foundation for marriage.








亮点1




not too young to take care of the whole family: 不会过于年轻而照顾不了整个家庭。






亮点2




financial foundation：经济基础。







Should women do more housework than men?





(Version 1) Actually, I don't agree with that. According to the fact, most of the household chaos, such as dirty floor, messy kitchen or stinky bedroom, is caused by men. Even though women are talented than men in doing housework, men still should be responsible for their own part.








亮点1




chaos：混乱。下文列举了男人们造成的各种混乱，比如肮脏的地板、杂乱的厨房和臭烘烘的卧室。尽管有一点夸张，但女考官遇到这样的答案一定喜欢你到不行。






亮点2




responsible for their own part：为他们自己的部分负责。












Should women do more housework than men?





(Version 2) Naturally. Even it sounds unfair for women, but let's face it, men have no clues about how to do housework. Maybe men can make great help, but women should be in charge of this.








亮点1




have no clues：没有头绪。用惯了have no idea的同学换换口味吧。






亮点2




in charge of this：掌管这个。非常肯定地说明女性应该在此环节起到重要的作用。这段答案是男考官会喜欢的版本，说到了男性的问题，却又把任务推给了女性同胞。







Should men work more or make more money than women?





(Version 1) Bread earning is a family issue but not a responsibility only for one party. Men are naturally stronger than women but this doesn't mean they should work more or make more money. And it seems that women are quite popular in many occupations.








亮点1




party：某一方。在这里不是聚会的意思。






亮点2




popular in many occupations：在很多职业里都很受欢迎。







Should men work more or make more money than women?





(Version 2) As the housework depends on female, the job of making money must be left to men. My Mom always says to my Dad: you are the life support of the family. So that's the perfect definition for men.








亮点1




life support of the family：家里的顶梁柱。life support 是生命线，支持生命的东西, 比如：This is my life support. （这是我的命根子啊！）






亮点2




perfect definition：完美的定义。







What do you think is the most important thing in a marriage?





I believe the same focus is the key point. Maybe many other people will say “trust” or “honesty” matters the most, but how can anybody live with a person without the common focus? In a marriage, a couple will share their whole life, so it is all about the same focus.








亮点1




key point：关键的因素。






亮点2




many other people will say：很多人会说。这样的用法还是画外音，先把别人的话说出来，再反驳。







What is the difference between Chinese wedding and Western wedding?





The biggest difference is about the speech on the ceremony. I know at Western weddings, the friends or the family members will give some simple words on the stage. In China, People might enjoy the food well at weddings, but the public speeches are rarely seen.








亮点




give some simple words：简单讲几句。这样的表达非常自然，或者用drop some words也很好。







Do you think people should spend a lot of money preparing for the wedding?





We certainly should do. Wedding is holy and special and we all should make this perfect. So it is not hard to understand why people love to throw money into this. But speaking of which, “a lot” doesn't really mean “luxury”.








亮点




“a lot” doesn't really mean “luxury”：“很多”并不代表“奢侈”。相信我，考官一定能感受到那两个引号的威力。







Do you think it is good or bad to get married late?





I don't see the difference between early marriages or late ones. I mean marriage is all about two people living together and sharing the burdens and joys, but not about how to draw a start line.








亮点




I don't see the difference between early marriages or late ones：我认为早结婚和晚结婚没有什么区别。这里的 I don't see 相当于 I don't believe 或者 I don't think so。







How do Chinese people usually celebrate the wedding?





Unlike western weddings, we often celebrate the ceremony in big restaurants. It is a nice place to treat all family members and guests because enjoying the feast is a big part of Chinese wedding. We also do some wedding toasts and dance to the music to kick up the air.








亮点1




feast：饕餮盛宴。此词一出现，比dinner丰富的感觉马上跃然舌尖。






亮点2




kick up the air：活跃气氛。kick其实是一个非常神奇的单词，它有刺激的意味在里面，比如：I need a kick now. （我现在需要被刺激一下。）







Do you think the husband should take care of children or not?





A father definitely has the obligation to take care of his children and I do believe they should pay more affords on this aspect. There are some skills and spirits, like fixing stuff or being brave, which can only be taught by one's Dad. Taking care of children is also an education process and it is essential.








亮点




obligation：义务。这个词用得非常重，也很贴切。它的含义同responsibility，在多数场合下，两者可互换使用。






老外如是说








对于家里的琐事，不要说爸爸赚钱，妈妈做家务，多说些责任是如何分配的。此外，多说点儿自己在家里充当的角色。提到婚姻问题，可以说如何解决两个人的各种冲突和矛盾。多举例子，多做分析。













8 家具 Furniture







口才突破





在这一章开始前，Nick强烈建议大家去家具城参观一下，你一定会发现自己心仪的家具，在欣赏的同时就会情不自禁地勾画它在未来的用途和作用。关于此类问题，考生可以从价格标准、设计款型、购买途径等方面去拓展。把考官带进宜家，你就成功了。













开口试试看







■ Do you like furniture?





■ What furniture will you buy in the future?





■ How much do you think it is reasonable for purchasing furniture?





■ What is your favorite furniture?





■ What is your principle of choosing furniture?





■ Do you think laptop or computer is a type of furniture?





■ Why do many people buy some second-hand furniture?





■ Where do you usually buy furniture?





■ Are there any changes about furniture in past 10 years?





■ What is the difference between the Western furniture and Chinese furniture?





■ How do people dispose the old furniture?










	
Do you like furniture?




Certainly. Fancy furniture in the house can naturally cultivate the home-like feeling and we could be surrounded by our furniture for the whole life time, so there is no reason for not liking it.






亮点1




cultivate the home-like feeling：营造一种家的氛围。






亮点2




so there is no reason for not liking it：所以没有理由不喜欢它。








What furniture will you buy in the future?




I need a huge shoe cabinet. According to my observation, 80% of the mess in my apartment is started with tossing shoes around. Therefore, a giant shoe cabinet is on my list.






亮点




80% of the mess in my apartment is started with tossing shoes around. Therefore, a giant shoe cabinet is on my list：屋子里 80%的凌乱都来自到处乱扔的鞋子。因此，我急需一个超级大的鞋柜。on my list 有很多意思，比如“you are on my list”的意思就是你已经上了我的黑名单。








How much do you think it is reasonable for purchasing furniture?




Personally, I would pay a lot for this, even it goes to thousands. I know the price of furniture available in the market is astonishing sometimes, but furniture is not something we can replace or dispose at any time. So I would rather make sure it is perfect from the very beginning.






亮点1




even it goes to thousands：即使它的价格成千上万。






亮点2




from the very beginning：从一开始。very在这里是指绝对的，完全的，用来强调程度。








What is your favorite furniture?




The chandelier is definitely the apple of my eyes. It always makes the room glow no matter how humble the place actually is. I don't even have to mention the daedal looking, which gives the artists and designers countless sparks.






亮点1




chandelier：吊灯。






亮点2




It always makes the room glow no matter how humble the place actually is：它（家具）可以让这里蓬荜生辉。humble本身是谦虚的意思，这里用来描述房间或地方，是表达简陋的委婉说法。






亮点3




daedal：精巧的，复杂的，巧夺天工的。








What is your principle of choosing furniture?




It has to be firm. If I was told that my furniture is ugly or cheap, probably I will live with that. But what I can't stand is seeing it is broken.






亮点1




live with that：过得去，忍得了。比如： Can you live with this noise?（你能忍受得了噪音吗？）






亮点2




what I can't stand is: 我受不了的是……。stand在这里是忍受的意思，相当于bear。








Do you think laptop or computer is a type of furniture?




No, it is not, because we never see anyone carrying furniture around in the street. Computer is just an electronic device or a piece of tool. Furniture is supposed to be a part of the house. It works as a housekeeper and being as an art work.






亮点1




because we never see anyone carrying furniture around in the street：因为我们从没见过谁在大街上搬着家具到处走。






亮点2




It works as a housekeeper and being as an art work：它（家具）扮演的是管家和艺术品的角色。








Why do many people buy some second-hand furniture?




People are buying for the discount. Price is always the top reason. Besides, I think the charming old-school style is about a period of history, too. Sometimes, people are not only getting a piece of furniture, but also a print of age.






亮点1




old-school：旧派的，老派的。






亮点2




a print of age：岁月的印记。








Where do you usually buy furniture?




Some professional furniture supermarket, like IKEA, is my one-stop service station. That's a wonderland of furniture. I can take my sweet time to compare one with another or think over and over about what style fits my place.






亮点1




one-stop service station：一站式服务。






亮点2




take my sweet time：慢慢来。








Are there any changes about furniture in past 10 years?




I guess the difference is the soul in the furniture. Unlike the manufactured furniture, a decade ago, the furniture was almost made by the hands of the carpenters who regard the furniture as their child. They literally put the heart and soul into their works.






亮点1




regard the furniture as their child：把家具当作自己的孩子。






亮点2




They literally put the heart and soul into their works：他们将精力和心血全部都投入到了工作当中。








What is the difference between the western furniture and Chinese furniture?




The material used in making furniture is different. Chinese people love to use wood for doing some sculptures while Western people may use metal to make them look smooth and modern. Showing the patterns and details is our thing; being practical is your thing.






亮点




Showing the patterns and details is our thing; being practical is your thing：展示图案和细节是我们的绝活，实用是你们的绝活。thing在这里的意思是绝活。








How do people dispose the old furniture?




Selling them online or give them away is the best choice. If the furniture is too old to use again, people can bury the wood-made chairs or tables in the backyard. They will turn to the food of plants after rotting.






亮点1




bury：埋葬。






亮点2




They will turn to the food of plants：它们会变成植物的养料。





老外如是说





家具在西方社会中是一种身份的象征，也是一个人生活品质的重要参照。考生应该多观察自己家里的家具，尝试自己去设计，体会其中的乐趣。








9 家庭Family








口才突破








全世界只有中国有独生子女政策。人口少了，每个家庭成员的职能是怎么样的，子女承担了家人的期望和投入后又会怎么回馈家庭。考生们在面对以上这些问题时肯定会发懵，对此，我们把突破口放在社交能力上，可以给考官分析下中国小孩是如何独自度过童年或接受怎样的教育，考官会很感兴趣的。
















开口试试看











■ How many people are in your family?





■ Do you have brothers or sisters?





■ If you are the only child in the family, do you want to have a brother or a sister? Why?





■ Who usually does the housework or cooking?





■ How do you contribute to your family?





■ Do you think it is good or bad to have only one child in the family?





■ Who cooks in your family?





■ Is there anything needs to change in your family?





■ How important is family to you?















How many people are in your family?





My family is a typical Chinese family, or what they called nuclear family. There is my old man who earns the bread, my Mom who manages the house and me who enjoys their salary.








亮点1




nuclear family：核心家庭，指只有父母和子女的家庭。






亮点2




earns the bread：养家糊口。bread earner就是家里的顶梁柱。







Do you have brothers or sisters?





I am the only child and I am the apple of my parents' eyes. I do have a few cousins though.








亮点




I am the apple of my parents' eyes：我是爸妈手心里的宝。尽管有点俗，不过还算是加分的点。







If you are the only child in the family, do you want to have a brother or a sister?Why?





I do envy those people who have a brother or a sister. They won't feel bored or lonely at home. And they can learn to communicate and compromise, which are essential in their further social life.








亮点1




I do envy those people：我的确很羡慕他们。中国学生很少使用do，在动词前加上do可以表示强调，意思是的确，比如：I do believe you.（我真的相信你。）






亮点2




And they can learn to communicate and compromise：他们可以学着去交流和妥协。compromise等于find a middle ground，两者都是妥协，找到中间值的意思。







Who usually does the housework or cooking?





My Dad has been playing the housekeeper all along. He is good at taking care of our family and he is always there for us to keep a cozy place. That's the reason why Mom decided to marry him, I guess.








亮点1




he is always there for us：他总在我们身边。这个there 其实并没有“那里”的意思，而有一点“存在”的意味。 Somebody is there for something的句型专指谁为什么而存在。比如歌词里的I will always be there for you.（我会一直陪着你的。）






亮点2




That's the reason why Mom decided to marry him, I guess：这可能就是我老妈嫁给他的原因吧。介绍老爸的时候，这句话绝对是夸得最狠的。







How do you contribute to your family?





I, as a student, can't really make money or provide anything for them. But at least I can guarantee that I keep my nose clean, I can stay away from gangsters, drugs or alcohol and I promise I won't talk back to break my parents' hearts. That's my contribution.








亮点1




keep my nose clean：洁身自好。






亮点2




stay away from gangsters, drugs or alcohol: 远离小混混，毒品和酒精。






亮点3




talk back：顶嘴。还有一个说法是talk somebody down，意思是抬高音量把对方压下去。







Do you think it is good or bad to have only one child in the family?





For a typical middle class Chinese family, one child is quite enough. It is much easier for parents to provide the best education and care about their kids. As for now, a person who wants to go far in China needs a longterm education investment. I don't think parents in China can handle two or more children. 








亮点1




middle class：中产阶级。上层社会就是top class；top 也有顶级的，很好的意思。






亮点2




go far：有出息。其实英语在很多地方也是有引申意味的，看来有出息就是走得远，这是个全世界的人都认同的概念啊。亮点3 long-term：长期的。







Who cooks in your family?





My Mom is born for cooking and she has been serving us dinners and lunches for almost 16 years. My Dad said he was not bad yet he was too busy to show his talent.








亮点1




My Mom is born for cooking：我老妈就是为了烹饪美食而生的！






亮点2




yet he was too busy to show his talent：但是他太忙了，没时间来展示他的才华。这句话主要是让各位体会一下用不同的词来替换头脑当中的一些“口水词”。很多同学反应用 but有点用吐了，在这里用yet替代；此外，用show his talent来代替cook for us也是因为前面已经用过这个单词了。







Is there anything needs to change in your family?





I think we should travel more. We are a happy family but we don't do many road trips, and I don't want to see my parents both running like a clock every day. I want life in my family to be more colorful.








亮点




see my parents both running like a clock every day：看我父母每天都忙得马不停蹄。这是极其简单的一个比喻句，各位可以自己发挥，利用比喻。







How important is family to you?





To me, family is a shelter rather than anything. No matter what frustration I have got, I can put myself together as long as I know my family is there for me. 








亮点1




family is a shelter rather than anything：我的家首先是一个避风港。






亮点2




frustration：挫折。






亮点3




put myself together：振作起来。这是老外经常用来鼓励别人的一句话：Come on, stop crying, you need to put yourself together.（别哭了，你得振作起来！）在西方社会中，孩子一般在16岁时就得学会










老外如是说




开车，或找一份能赚零花钱的工作，但也有一些游手好闲的。孩子也会和父母有矛盾，甚至很严重，但家长的作用更多的是陪伴，交谈。你们可以多谈谈中国和外国家长职能的差别，重点说说为什么会出现这样的区别。













10 假期Holiday








口才突破








从现代人对假期的渴望入手是最合适的，因为这个切入点可以引出很多谈资，如假期长度，交通的制约，甚至为什么有人宅在家里等等。在有关节日假期的话题上，考生们可以尝试去谈重拾传统习俗的乐趣或矛盾。
















开口试试看











■ How do you usually spend your weekends?





■ Where do you usually hang out with your friends?





■ Do you like long holidays or short ones?





■ Is there anything you don't like about holidays?





■ Do you think holiday is necessary?





■ What is your favorite festival?





■ Tell me about one tradition of any Chinese festival.





■ Do you like Western festivals?





■ Many Chinese people like to celebrate Western festivals, how do you think of it?















How do you usually spend your weekends?





(Version 1) My weekend is a typical boy's weekend, which means video games in the morning and football pitch in the afternoon. I love to hang out with my guys. Sure, I would certainly do my studies and all, but homework is clearly not the theme of my weekend.








亮点1




My weekend is a typical boy's weekend：我的周末是典型的男生周末。这样的答案非常有亲和力，很适合与男性考官产生共鸣。






亮点2




homework is clearly not the theme of my weekend：作业绝对不是我周末的主题。不要忌讳说出心里话。考官绝对不会因为你说不喜欢做作业就扣你的分数，反而这样的话语还显得很活泼。







How do you usually spend your weekends?





(Version 2) Girls will always be girls, shopping is so on the list. But sometimes we love to have a bestie party. The girl staff, you know, shares the gossip news and talks about nails and cosmetics. Sure, we also talk about how to pass the exam, well, at least more than the boys.








亮点1




Girls will always be girls：女孩永远都是女孩。这句话是很少见的恶搞手法，英语里有一句谚语“Boys will always be boys”意思是“本性难移”，这里将这句话修改后有双关的感觉。






亮点2




on the list：排上日程。






亮点3




bestie party：闺蜜聚会。bestie是美国人很常见的口语表达，表示闺蜜。如果不喜欢也可以直接换成close friends。






亮点4




talks about nails and cosmetics：讨论美甲和化妆品。举例永远是最好的办法。






亮点5




at least more than the boys：起码我们讨论学习比男生多。不用怕有人说这是性别歧视，这是一种很正常的交流。







Where do you usually hang out with your friends?





We usually enjoy ourselves in my house instead of pubs or some other entertainment areas. My house is cozy for my guys and me, because a house with snack and TV for us to watch game is quite cozy in my opinion.








亮点




because a house with snack and TV for us to watch game is quite cozy in my opinion：因为在我看来，有小吃和可以观比赛的电视的房子已经足够惬意了。这个句子难度并不大，但在口语表达上有着很神奇的功效，因为这简简单单的一句话里竟然包含了3个介词短语，这样的繁复句式很漂亮，但在中国考生的实战中却很少见。







Do you like long holidays or short ones?





I am not good with long time without classmates and studying schedules. I believe 3 or 4 weeks is super enough for a student to get refreshed. Don't they feel bored during long holidays?








亮点1




get refreshed: 更新。这里的意思是让精神焕然一新。






亮点2




Don't they feel bored during long holidays? 他们难道在漫漫长假里不觉得无聊吗？又见反问句。







Is there anything you don't like about holidays?





I always feel guilty about holiday consuming. It is so good for us to spend money during holidays, isn't it? Many splendid products suddenly come from nowhere, and the fact is that all people around you are buying stuff. I hate this because I can't fight the temptation.








亮点1




guilty：内疚，有负罪感。






亮点2




holiday consuming：假日消费。第一句话包含的信息量很大，表面上看是对假日的消费支出表示不满，其实这种内疚感完全印证了说话人喜欢在假日里购物的观点。






亮点3




splendid：受人喜欢的，壮观的，华美的。






亮点4




suddenly come from nowhere：突然不知道从哪里冒出来。nowhere在中国考生的口语使用中很少见，但这个词在老外的口中几乎每天都会出现。比如：“Where are you going?”“Nowhere.”（“你去哪里？”“哪里也不去。”）






亮点5




I can't fight the temptation：我抵御不了这诱惑。fight 在这里是抗争的意思。







Do you think holiday is necessary?





Absolutely, yes, particularly to Chinese people. Let me show you some data for seeing this situation clearer. 8 to 9 hours a day, 5 to 6 days a week, 40 weeks in a year, that's the time for us to work. Who would say no to holidays under this pressure?   








亮点1




8 to 9 hours a day, 5 to 6 days a week, 40 weeks in a year：一天8到9个小时，一周5到6天，一年40周。这道题问的是假日的重要性。比起摆道理说人们需要休息或希望旅游，不如直接把工作的压力摆出来，数据化，这样的说法更有说服力。而且一旦各位将这么多数字流利地说出来，考官一定会被你震撼到。






亮点2




say no to：表示对……说不。







What is your favorite festival?





I regard Tomb-sweeping Day as the most holy festival. Because that is the only day in a year that we can do something to remember our lost ones, or give us an excuse to chase back the time shared with them. Memory is the only thing left and that's the meaning of this festival.








亮点1




holy：神圣的。






亮点2




chase back the time shared with them：追溯与他们共享的那段时光。







Tell me about one tradition of any Chinese festival.





People would do the dragon dancing in Spring Festivals. It is a typical Chinese festival tradition. Dancers would carry different parts of a dragon and dance together like a real one. This dance contains two auspicious things to Chinese, dragon and dance.








亮点1




Dancers would dance with different parts of a dragon and dance together like a real one：舞者们会扛着龙的不同部分一起跳舞，表演得像真正的龙一样。换个词，舞狮也可以。






亮点2




auspicious：吉祥的。







Do you like Western festivals?





I love Valentine's Day, and I believe many people of my age would agree. Guess what, it helps us a lot. Chinese people used to be shy about showing their feelings to someone until this festival hit us. I think it is romantic and beautiful.  




亮点




hit：冲击到。hit的很多用法只有意会。比如：hit the road（上路了）；hit the music（开始放音乐）。








Many Chinese people like to celebrate Western festivals, how do you think of it?





It's not a bad thing though. All of us need to have an excuse to celebrate and, indeed, some of the Western festivals are really special. By now I still have no idea why people eat turkey on Christmas, but I believe it is good to experience another country's festival tradition as long as we don't forget about our own.








亮点1




By now I still have no idea why people eat turkey on Christmas：直到现在，我依旧不知道为什么人们要在圣诞节吃火鸡。这个具体的例子让考官彻底信服你的确对西方的节日有所了解。






亮点2




as long as：只要。相当于so long as。听过 Westlife 唱的As Long As You Love Me 的人对这个词组一定不陌生。






老外如是说








假期开心最重要。多数情况下中国学生都是在抱怨假期的一些问题，这样的回答多多少少不太让人舒服。尝试着多说一些好的方面，比如如何制定计划或到底从假期里得到了哪些收获，不要再说交通很拥堵，人很多等负面的话语了。


























11 交通 Transportation








口才突破








在这一章里，考生最常见的一个错误就是用crowded 形容交通。我们除了将其更正为congested以外，更需要从道路设计和城市发展的角度来分析交通的拥堵情况。别忘了还可以对各种交通工具进行评价哦。
















开口试试看











■ What is your favorite transportation?





■ Why is the traffic terrible in China?





■ What can we do to solve the daily traffic jam?





■ How do you usually go traveling?





■ Do you think it is necessary to learn to drive?





■ If you have money, will you buy a fancy car?





■ What is the safest transportation?





■ Do you like travelling by ship?





■ What is the biggest reason of the increasing car accidents in your opinion?















What is your favorite transportation?





I like taking city shuttle buses. It's not like underground subway train which is trying to suffocate passengers, nor like private car which is need to be fed with fortune. So I can enjoy the city views and drift my mind on the road trip.








亮点1




which is trying to suffocate passengers：想让乘客窒息的地铁。拟人的手法，你们看出来了吗？






亮点2




which is need to be fed with fortune：需要用一大堆钱来喂养的汽车。继续拟人，看出来了没？






亮点3




drift my mind：走神，思想上神游。







Why is the traffic terrible in China?





We all know Chinese economy is boosting like never before, so are the roads. The bridges or the roads are designed for much smaller amount of traffic flow, that's why the terrible traffic happens. The traffic department is working on this now.








亮点1




like never before：从来没有过一般。






亮点2




traffic flow：车流。flow是流水或流畅度的意思，有时候它可以用来表示谈话，比如：Don't you like my flow? （你不喜欢我讲话吗？）








What can we do to solve the daily traffic jam?





Traffic jams only exist in rush hours, exactly when people are going to work or shifting off together. So if possible, all the companies can arrange their own working hours again to create a mismatch. No rush hours, no congested traffic.








亮点1




rush hours：上下班的高峰期。如果你看过成龙和 Chris Tucker演的《尖峰时刻》，那这个词肯定不陌生了。






亮点2




mismatch：错位。这个词在篮球场上见的比较多，描述的是不对等，错开的，不相匹配的情况。






亮点3




No rush hours, no congested traffic：没有高峰期就没有堵车。no… no…的结构很常用，比如传说中的No pain, no gain。







How do you usually go travelling?





Travelling is a perfect chance for me to appreciate the landscapes, therefore, a spacious coach is my top choice. It is just poetic to sit by the window and feel the views flying by.








亮点1




poetic：诗意的，非常有诗情画意的。这个词来源于单词poetry的形容词。请同学们默默用它来替换romantic。






亮点2




flying by: 疾驰而过。








Do you think it is necessary to learn to drive?





In this world, full of cars? Oh, yes. It's just like cave men need to know how to make fire, we have this obligation to learn. What's more, we also need to learn it well in order to keep us and others safe.








亮点1




In this world, full of cars? 在这个满眼都是车的世界里吗？当人家问起你学开车是否必要的时候，你反问他一句，这比说yes要有力太多了。






亮点2




It's just like cave men need to know how to make fire：就好像原始人需要懂得怎么生火一样。有了这句话，以后别再和necessary, essential过不去了。







If you have money, will you buy a fancy car?





Probably I would. You can't deny the credit of a fancy car brings: the confidence, the social status, the charm. I know people would say it's a waste of money or I'm living too luxuriously, but that's my personal choice, and it's not wrong to be stunning.








亮点1




you can't deny the credit：你不能否认它的功劳。 credit有信用额度，功劳的意思。






亮点2




social status：社会地位。






亮点3




stunning：闪亮的，耀眼的，光彩照人的。用它来形容衣着华丽的女子非常合适。







What is the safest transportation?





I say the transportation you personally believe in is the safest one. The risk is always there, no matter which one you take. I'm convinced that if the passengers and the driver really have a positive attitude about controlling the vehicle, they can be calmly dealing with the coming problems.








亮点1




I say the transportation you personally believe in is the safest one：你信任的那个交通工具是最安全的。这个回复算是Nick用过的回答transportation问题里比较神级的一个了。考官先生，您没想到吧？






亮点2




I'm convinced：我确信。






亮点3




positive attitude：积极的态度。







Do you like travelling by ship?





I haven't been on boats much, but I think it's fun. Because it's romantic enough to let us forget how slowly it moves. We could be relaxed fully while forgetting time and space. Also, the sight we can enjoy is much different from what we can get from the land. I'm kind of into that groggy feeling.








亮点1




We could be relaxed fully while forgetting time and space：我们可以在遗忘时空的感觉中彻底放松。






亮点2




groggy: 不稳当的，恍惚的。







What is the biggest reason of the increasing car accidents in your opinion?





The speeding-up life pace plays the trick all along. People always want to rush things, like quicker or faster getting to the work place or getting back home sooner. Traffic won't be functional perfectly without patience.








亮点




Traffic won't be functional perfectly without patience：没有耐心，交通无法运转顺畅。function作动词时是运转的意思。在描述一个已经坏掉了，无法继续工作的事物时可以说“It doesn't function.”或变形容词“It is not functional.”






老外如是说








在伦敦打车非常昂贵，地铁线路很复杂，也不便宜，所以交通的问题一直困扰着所有人。不要忌讳谈交通的问题，相反地，不但要说，还要多多提出你自己的各种想法，甚至是解决问题的建议。








 





12 经济 Economy








口才突破








欠缺经济知识的考生也不必对此类话题感到惊慌，考官一般不会问询专业的金融知识，但对投资保险等与生活相关事宜要有所了解。如果遇到像“经济全球化对中国的影响”这样的问题，别忘了感谢给我们的民族品牌提供国际舞台的各国市场。
















开口试试看











■ If you have enough money, would you like to do some investment?





■ Do you think cultivating a kid's interest is an investment?





■ What is the best investment in your opinion?





■ Who gives the money to you while you are studying at school?





■ Did you buy any insurance? What kind of insurance?





■ What is the importance of insurance?





■ How the globalization affects China?





■ What the tax payers want to get most in your opinion?





■ Do you think the economic boom is happening too quickly?















If you have enough money, would you like to do some investment?





Investment is an unfamiliar word to a student like me. If I have enough money, instead of betting on real estate, I prefer to do something special. Investing a small art studio would be a good choice. I can improve myself by knowing artists while making money from them. That's the greatest deal of investment ever.








亮点1




Investment is an unfamiliar word to a student like me：投资对于我这样的学生来说是陌生的。






亮点2




real estate：房地产，不动产。






亮点3




That's the greatest deal of investment ever：这是有史以来最好的投资了。







Do you think cultivating a kid 's interest is an investment?





Absolutely. It may be the most valuable investment people are doing now. People's talent is not a seed that can bear certain fruit after growing it. It's more unpredictable and better, because we will never know what the “fruit” is and what it is capable of.








亮点




because we will never know what the “fruit” is and what it is capable of：因为我们永远都不知道这颗“果实”是什么，能有什么用。这里“果实”是借代手法，指代前面说的people's talent.







What is the best investment in your opinion?





A good investment is betting on what we are thinking worthwhile. One of my friends spent all the money to open a company which turns out to be a complete failure, but he said that's his dream. I guess we should invest something that won't devalue like houses or gold.








亮点1




A good investment is betting on what we are thinking worthwhile：一项好投资就是把宝押在我们觉得值得的东西上。bet on是在……上下注或打赌。这样的比喻需要生活阅历，可能对于高中或者初中同学有点难度，尽量吧。






亮点2




turns out to be：结果是，原来是。这个词组和become 的区别就是它有“结果成了……”的感觉。






亮点3




devalue: 贬值。







Who gives the money to you while you are studying at school?





Most of the tuition fee comes from my parents and I do help to relieve some burden by catching some part-time jobs.








亮点




relieve some burden：缓解一些压力。burden是负担，担子的意思。








Did you buy insurance? What kind of insurance?





I didn't buy any insurance at the moment yet, but perhaps I would buy car insurance after I get one. I saw people quarreling, even fighting for some weenie tiny mini scratches or damages every day. I don't want to have this kind of drama ruining my day.








亮点1




weenie tiny mini：细小，微小，小之又小的。三个词不仅都是形容小，而且还非常的押韵。






亮点2




I don't want to have this drama ruining my day：我可不希望我的一天被这样的闹剧给毁掉。







What is the importance of insurance?





Insurance is a pledge and a placebo for people who pay for it. We all agree insurance can't stop bad things from happening, but we will be able to face it knowing there is something that makes up for it. That's what insurance really brings to us.








亮点1




placebo：安慰剂。听摇滚的同学肯定听说过一个乐队叫做placebo，就是这个词。






亮点2




make up for…：为……做补偿。







How the globalization affects China?





One important thing is that China shares the equal platform with other countries including First World, and also Third World. The world is moving further toward globalization, and China will get a chance to improve the technology through international collaborations and help less developed countries with boosting business.








亮点1




China shares the equal platform with other countries：中国和其他国家享有平等的平台。虽然有点官腔官调，但这样的话还是要出现在回答相关的 globalization的问题里。






亮点2




international collaborations：国际合作。不要被这两个单词的长度吓到，它们的读音都很规则，而且这两个词在外交上使用频率很高。想要国际范儿，那就一定要记住这两个词。







What the tax payers want to get most in your opinion?





We want a better living condition and public facilities. Every city has its backstreet corners, the sewage and dirty water are out of control; or the congested road junctions without traffic lights; even the park without trees. We, the tax payers, want all of these to get fixed.








亮点先看下全篇文章翻译“我们想要更好的生活条件和公共设施。每个城市都有肮脏的小巷，无法处理的下水道和污水，或者是拥堵且没有红绿灯的路口，甚至没有树木的公园。我们这些纳税人，希望这些问题统统得到解决！”首先，backstreet 就是治安很差，建设很凌乱的街区，不是“后街”。（Nick相信好多听后街男孩音乐的同学到现在都不知道 backstreet 其实并不是个好地方。）后面举的每一项例子都值得背诵，这是城市带来的各种问题。最后的插入语tax payers让文章增色不少。









Do you think the economic boom is happening too quickly?





I certainly do. It's not hard to find it true if we look around us carefully. The products in the malls are so inviting; the food on the table is more delicious than the Kings and Queens used to taste. But there are still too many people struggling for survival. The economy is growing too fast for them to follow.








亮点




the food on the table is more delicious than the Kings and Queens used to taste：桌子上的饭菜比以前国王和皇后吃的还美味。各位可以学习此处夸张手法的运用。 






老外如是说








在西方国家，人们都很在意自己的钱该如何支配。不管是用在缴税，还是个人理财，所有人都有让自己的钱发挥作用的意识。关于这一点，各位考生还没到自给自足的年龄，但也需要好好想想。

















13 礼品 Gift








口才突破








对于礼品有很多谈资，考生可不必仅就礼物本身来苛求素材，可以更多地跟考官畅谈选择礼物的难处，中国人送礼的方式或者送礼的时机。谈到与外国人收送礼物的不同之处，考官一定会觉得眼前一亮。
















开口试试看











■ When do Chinese people usually send gifts?





■ What gift do you want to get?





■ Have you ever made some DIY gifts?





■ How much would you spend on purchasing a gift?





■ Do you prefer to give presents or receive present?





■ What do Chinese people usually send as gifts?





■ Do Chinese send flowers to others?





■ Do you think it is good or bad to open the present in front of the person who gave it to you?





■ Did you receive money as a gift? When?
















When do Chinese people usually send gifts?





We exchange gifts on some traditional festivals, on which we know exactly what people want. People's sending moon-cakes like nuts on Mid-autumn Day is a perfect example. Also, birthday is another good excuse for sending gifts.








亮点




like nuts：像疯了一样。很多水果都可以表达疯狂，比如：He goes bananas.（他癫狂了！）He is just a fruit case! （他就是个傻瓜！）







What gift do you want to get?





Not so many people get me when the gift thing comes up. A plane ticket for some scenic spots far away from my hometown is the gift I want to get. I believe all young people want to get a real gift which makes them mature or experienced in life skills.








亮点1




get me：懂我。这里的get不是得到的意思，而是懂得，了解。我们可以在特别炎热的夏天喝一口冰镇汽水，然后看着瓶子说：Only you can get me!






亮点2




a plane ticket：飞机票。我相信在gift这个话题中，大部分人想到的都是具体的某个物体，而其实一个机遇，一种信任，一次尝试等都可以成为很好的礼物。







Have you ever made some DIY gifts?





I made a calendar by myself for my parents' 25th wedding anniversary. It was not easy to collect or select the right photos, but I did it though. When I saw the smile on their faces, I knew my effort got paid off.








亮点1




anniversary：周年纪念日。






亮点2




I knew my effort got paid off：我知道我的努力得到了回报。








How much would you spend on purchasing a gift?





My theory is never to mind the price if you really want to send a gift. I probably would raise my spending maximum to hundreds of bucks. Because we are sending gifts with hearts, the heart can't be priced.








亮点1




maximum: 最大值。






亮点2




hundreds of bucks：几百块。buck可以代替dollar，尽管我们使用的是人民币，但说到一些钱的价格，我们完全可以走国际路线，直接用他们熟悉的单位。这样的表达更加自然，听众听起来也非常舒服。






亮点3




the heart can't be priced：心意不能被定价。







Do you prefer to give presents or receive presents?





It's funny that I prefer giving to receiving. If somebody says they love to take, I won't blame them or call them selfish. It's just the spontaneous choice. When you give your friend a present, the joy on her face or the glow in her eyes brings me a lot.








亮点1




spontaneous：自然而然的，不需要刻意安排的。






亮点2




the glow in her eyes：她眼睛中的神采。glow是光亮，荧光的意思，有的时候可以表示一个人的神采或精气神。比如：You look glowing today.（你今天看上去气色真好。）








What do Chinese people usually send as gifts?





Plenty of things can be our favorite gifts, like picture frame, which means hoping to hold your happy moments; or cup, which means a life time, because cup sounds quite similar to life in Chinese language.








亮点1





段落的结构。当考官问到我们中国人喜欢送什么礼物时，最好给他们非常具体的答案。这个回答里包含了两个最常见的礼品，相框和杯子，而解释不需太繁杂，一句话说明即可。








亮点2




cup, which means a life time, because cup sounds quite similar to life in Chinese language：杯子，代表一辈子，因为杯子在中文里发音非常像辈子。这个句子希望大家能背诵下来，用在任何需要解释中文谐音现象的时候。







Do Chinese send flowers to others?





It varies from individual to individual, I don't do that unless the flowers go with the bottle or other facilities. Chinese people love flowers and even give them different meanings. But I think it's too fragile to be a gift. Nobody wants to watch the beauty withering day by day.








亮点1




But I think it's too fragile to be a gift：但是我认为这东西当礼物太娇弱了。too…to…结构还记得吗？






亮点2




withering：萎缩的，凋零的。







Do you think it is good or bad to open the present in front of the person who gave it to you?





It's supposed to open the present immediately. Because that's what the present is all about, you know, sharing and spreading the joy. The one who offers the present needs to confirm the efforts by seeing the pack get unwrapped.








亮点1




Because that's what the present is all about: 因为这就是礼物的重点。…is what… all about是外国人，尤其是美国人们每天挂在嘴边的话。表示“重点是……”，比如：Making friends is what travel all about.（交朋友才是旅行的重点。）






亮点2




confirm the efforts：看到努力的效果，认可努力。 confirm是确定，确认的意思，在这里意味着一种看看努力之后结果的感觉。








Did you receive money as a gift? When?





There is a tradition in China - we receive money as a gift in the new year, and we call it lucky money. Usually, the elders would give the offspring some packed up cash every Spring Festival till the child grows up. This lucky money could be the first bucket of gold for a Chinese man.








亮点1




packed up cash：包装好的现金。






亮点2




the first bucket of gold：第一桶金。






老外如是说








可能中国的年轻学生很少有社会活动，选择礼物的种类比较单一。我认为可以谈谈朋友或家人的性格，然后再据此来分析送什么礼物合适。







   





14 邻居 Neighbour








口才突破








此类话题有很多陷阱，首当其冲就是不要说和老人一起住很boring，因为这样的回答没有依据，且给人感觉过于有攻击性。考生应在共同话题的差异上分析而不是批判。另外，谈及邻里之间的帮助问题应尽量避开俗套的照看孩子或宠物等话题，可以谈谈邻居带来的心理安全感。
















开口试试看











■ Do you have neighbours?





■ What is good of having neighbours?





■ Did you ever quarrel with your neighbours?





■ How is the relationship between you and your neighbours?





■ What do you usually talk with your neighbours?





■ Is there anything you like to change about the community you are living in?





■ Do you want to have old people or young people to be your neighbours?





■ Did you help your neighbours with anything?





■ Why the neighbours don't talk much nowadays?















Do you have neighbours?





On the both sides of my apartment, there are two families like ours. They are my neighbours and their kids are quite at my age. We have grown up together.








亮点




their kids are quite at my age. We have grown up together：他们的孩子和我差不多大，我们是一起长大的。at my age 意思是和我年纪相仿，grow up together又将后面考官可能会问的内容拉近到了自己成长过程。这算是一种很保险的回答。







What is good of having neighbours?





Maybe many people would say it's easy to get help. But the fact is that we don't usually ask for help from neighbours. The real benefit of having neighbours is to have a company, or a sense of belonging. Neighbourhood can drive the fear or loneliness away.








亮点1




a sense of belonging：归属感。






亮点2




Neighbourhood can drive the fear or loneliness away：邻居可以驱赶恐惧或是寂寞。这个其实是老外们在邻里之间互相串门的最大原因。Nick听说在国外，女人怀孕后会在街坊邻里之间找相似的准妈妈来交朋友，这样既可以交换当妈妈的心得，又可以找到一个参照，不会感到孤单。所以这一句话各位记好了，一定可以给考官一个好印象。







Did you ever quarrel with your neighbours?





Some conflicts are inevitable, of course. We talked about the leaking issue with the neighbor downstairs. They blamed us about the leaking bathroom and we fixed it, end of story.








亮点1




inevitable：不可避免的。






亮点2




leaking bathroom：漏水的卫生间。






亮点3




end of story：完了，没了，结束了，不说了。当你想表达不是特别愿意继续说话时，这句话绝对管用。这道题目本身问的就是一个不太愉快的内容，答案在结构上非常流畅清晰，结尾非常决绝，让考官无法继续深究。








How is the relationship between you and your neighbours?





We made great neighbours. People are living in the similar life style and habits, especially the housewives. They all have the similar problems about raising kids or taking care of the family, so the air is quite harmonious around the neighbourhood.








亮点1




We made great neighbours：我们是很好的邻居。这里的 made 不是作为或做成，而是成为，或作为什么很成功。可以举一反三：You made a great student.（你是个好学生。）






亮点2




air is quite harmonious：气氛很是融洽。







What do you usually talk with your neighbours?





The problems in the community are our topics and concerns. Like how to dispose the garbage or how to eliminate the rats. Those mutual issues occupy a big part of our talk.






亮点1




topics and concerns：话题，也是担忧。






亮点2




how to dispose the garbage or how to eliminate the rats：如何回收垃圾或如何消灭老鼠。这两个例子举的够具体了吧？






亮点3




Those mutual issues occupy a big part of our talk：这些共同的话题占据了我们说话的大部分内容。







Is there anything you like to change about the community you are living in?





Yes, I even wrote a letter to complain about the noise in our community. There is a kindergarten in the middle and two buildings under construction. My life is covered with the sound of baby crying and drill screaming. It's miserable.








亮点1




I even wrote a letter to complain：我甚至写信去投诉了。这是外国人经常用的一个招数，也许在中国不是特别有效，但在口语练习中，这是很好的一个表示对社区或邻里问题不满的方式。






亮点2




There is a kindergarten in the middle and two buildings under construction：在中间有个幼儿园，而且还有两个正在建设中的建筑。这些都是噪音源，under construction，意思是在建设中。这个用法可以举一反三，比如： under control是在掌控中的意思。






亮点3




It's miserable：苦不堪言。








Do you want to have old people or young people to be your neighbours?




It's good to have some peers around. I know elder people would set a great example for us to have a regular healthy life, but different generations always have some gaps after all. 






亮点




but different generations always have some gaps after all：但不同代的人总是有些隔阂的。







Did you help your neighbours with anything?




Before school, I did walk the dog for my neighbour when he was away. In return, he bought me some candies and let the little puppy have a sleep over in my room. I can't find a job as happy as that any more.  





亮点1




in return：作为回报。








亮点2




have a sleep over：在……过夜。







Why the neighbours don't talk much nowadays?





In big cities, more than 60% of residents are temporarily living there. These people are from other towns or just graduate from university, which means they are quite unstable in job positions. No wonder they don't talk to neighbours, they could move away before knowing anyone.








亮点1




unstable in job positions：在工作岗位上并不稳定。






亮点2




no wonder: 怪不得。






亮点3




they could move away before knowing anyone: 在他们认识任何人之前可能就搬走了。这一点说中了现代人不愿意深交的真相之一。当然也有别的原因，但在雅思的考场上还是不要太愤世嫉俗了。






老外如是说







我们会给邻居留一套钥匙以防自己家有意外而自己又不在附近。其实邻里之间可谈的事情是非常多的。












15 明星 Celebrity








口才突破








根据Nick老师的经验，很多同学在表达对明星的喜爱时会理所应当地认为考官了解该明星，事实上考官对大多数华人明星一无所知，我们有必要补充一两句来介绍该明星，或直接使用西方明星做素材。关于绯闻，代言或明星效应的话题可以从大众的娱乐需求来肯定其价值，不必一棒打死。
















开口试试看











■ Who is your favorite celebrity?





■ Do you know some Western famous entertainers or artists? If yes, how do you get to know about them?





■ Do you think celebrities are important to us?





■ Should celebrities represent products on TV?





■ Many teenagers are worshiping some singers or movie actors. Do you think it is right or wrong?





■ How do you think of celebrity effect? Is it positive or negative?





■ How do you think of the gossips?





■ How do you think a celebrity can contribute to the society?





■ Some celebrities earn a lot of money while not doing much work. What do you think of it?















Who is your favorite celebrity?





I think Bono is my favorite celebrity. But it's funny that I regard him as my idol not because he is the lead singer of band U2. I look up to him for what he did for the poor in Africa. He is an entertainer who spoke to the government for letting the world lend a helping hand to the poor.








亮点1




Bono：波诺，爱尔兰摇滚乐队U2的主唱，他是一位踊跃参与政治文化改革的艺人。尽管Nick对大家听什么音乐或喜欢哪位明星都没有异议，但呼吁各位一定着眼于历史，因为对一个明星最公正的评判就是他在历史上留下了什么。






亮点2




lend a helping hand：伸出援手。在Michael Jackson的 We Are The World 这首歌里可以听到这句歌词。








Do you know some Western famous entertainers or artists? If yes, how do you get to know about them?





Yes, I know a lot, like Johnny Depp, the weird captain; Tom Cruise, the brave agent and Daniel Radcliffe, the magical Harry Potter. These Western entertainers are as popular as fever, Chinese people are also fans of them. We can easily see their photos, personal stories or lately news online.








亮点




I know a lot, like Johnny Depp, the weird captain； Tom Cruise, the brave agent and Daniel Radcliffe, the magical Harry Potter：我知道好多呢，比如：约翰尼·德普，那个古怪的船长；汤姆·克鲁斯，那个勇敢的特工，还有丹尼尔·瑞德克里夫，神奇的哈利·波特。这段话是在告诉各位考生们，不要吝惜你知道的信息。这里列举了三个全世界人都耳熟能详的三个演员以及他们的经典角色，考官会因为这个而对你刮目相看。







Do you think celebrities are important to us?





The world won't spin without celebrities, because we all need a role model. People can be inspired by the celebrities' talent or amused by their performances. Even if the famous do something inappropriate, the public can also be aware of moral value through criticizing them.








亮点1




The world won't spin without celebrities：世界离开明星们就不转了。这是明显的夸张手法，下次再说什么东西重要，就可以使用这个the world won't spin without的句型了。






亮点2




moral value：道德价值。







Should celebrities represent products on TV?





The celebrities give a soul to the products while doing advertisement. Consumers actually need a picture to match the expectation, too. Therefore, I think they should. When people see a celebrity holding or using a product on the commercial advertisement on TV, they would be clear about “yes, that's what I want to be” or “oh, no, not my style”.








亮点1




The celebrities give a soul to the products while doing advertisement：明星们在拍广告的时候给产品注入了灵魂。






亮点2




they would be clear about “yes, that's what I want to be” or “oh, no, not my style”：他们就会知道“是的，这是我想要的”或“哦，不，这不是我的风格”。再一次，画外音的使用。







Many teenagers are worshiping some singers or movie actors. Do you think it is right or wrong?





We all have been worshiping someone, haven't we? A super icon is an engine of a generation. Teenagers find themselves in their idols and discover their own dreams and potentials. I guess crazy worshipping is just a temporary stage. Teenagers would absorb good parts and leave the rest behind after this period.








亮点1




worship：崇拜。






亮点2




Teenagers would absorb good parts and leave the rest behind after this period：在这个阶段之后青少年会取其精华，去其糟粕的。







How do you think of celebrity effect? Is it positive or negative?





All I know is that celebrity effect is a powerful tool to influence public opinion. It can be negative because whether or not their deeds and words are out of good intentions, their fans will follow. In this case, all the consequences and aftermath are not predictable.








亮点1




consequences and aftermath：后果和相应的效应。尽管consequence和result都有结果的意思，但consequence 一般指不好的结果，aftermath就是人们常说的“善后”的那个“后”。






亮点2




predictable：可以被预测到的。容易预料的。







How do you think of the gossips?




Gossips are the foam of entertainment industry. It's not strange that people are curious about celebrities and their private life. I won't say gossips waste our time. Fans and public always initiatively search for these stories. This is a part of entertaining.  









亮点1




Gossips are the foam of entertainment industry：八卦绯闻都是娱乐产业的泡沫。






亮点2




initiatively：主动地。







How do you think a celebrity can contribute to the society?




Celebrities are employees as you and me, only their work and credit are in the spotlight. Movie stars give us exciting stories; musicians sing us touching songs; writers take our minds to travel; sport stars fight for a higher target. All of these are contributions.  









亮点




Celebrities are employees as you and me, only their work and credit are in the spotlight：公众人物是像你和我一样的雇员，只是他们的工作和成绩都在大家眼中。in the spotlight 意思是在明面上，在显眼的位置或受到瞩目。







Some celebrities earn a lot of money while not doing much work. What do you think of it?





I think they deserve it. We never know the taste of being without privacy. Not to mention the media make a scene every time about what they do or what they wear, or the public judge them only by a single action or a word.








亮点1




make a scene：大做文章，有的时候也表示很做作的表演。






亮点2




public judge them by a single action or word：公众们仅凭他们的一次行为或言语而评判他们。那个single强调了一个，有很强的感情色彩。






老外如是说








明星其实在很大程度上影响着我们的言行。如果可以，各位可以了解下西方国家的音乐节或电影节，那里是明星云集的地方。可以去记录他们的言行，他们的英语都是非常精练，实用的。














16 朋友Friend








口才突破








交朋友的方式是最让中国考生发愁的，我们可以从搬入新环境，参加社会活动，朋友介绍，网络平台几个渠道去结交新朋友。在谈到朋友如何帮助自己的问题中，考生需要多举些例子来充实答案。关于网友的问题不一定非从virtual还是actual上来找利弊，也可以通过跨越年龄，阶层，教育背景等方面来阐述网上交友的好坏。
















开口试试看











■ Do you have many friends?





■ Do you think it is good to tell your secrets to your friends?





■ Do you think friend is important to a person?





■ What is the best way to communicate with friends in your opinion?





■ If you choose a friend, what kind of quality matters the most?





■ Where do Chinese people make new friends?





■ Do you think it is a good way to make friends on the Internet?





■ Will you meet some web pals?















Do you have many friends?





I certainly do. I am a typical Leo, I love to be surrounded by friends. It is great to share the laughter and tears with someone all along.








亮点1




Leo：狮子座。各位考生可以借用星座特质来描述一个人的性格（Nick在这里不是宣扬星座命理是科学的，仅仅是提供给大家一个谈资，可以用这样的标签开场，介绍自己的性格）。这里补充各种星座和性格的说法：





白羊座 Aries： quick-tempered 直率的





金牛座 Taurus： industrious 勤劳的





双子座 Gemini： sociable 善交际的





巨蟹座 Cancer： sympathetic 有同情心的





狮子座 Leo： ambitious 有上进心的





处女座 Virgo： responsible 负责任的





天秤座 Libra： courteous 谦和的





天蝎座 Scorpio： strong-willed 有毅力的





射手座 Sagittarius： optimistic 乐观的





摩羯座 Capricornus： practical 务实的





水瓶座 Aquarius： creative 有创造力的





双鱼座 Pisces： imaginative 有想象力的






亮点2




all along：一直以来。







Do you think it is good to tell your secrets to your friends?





Secret means something should not be told, so I personally don't believe it's a good idea. I know friends are entitled to carry the burdens but it is still awkward for them to know too much.








亮点1




friends are entitled to carry the burdens：朋友有权利去分担压力。 be entitled to do 是有权利去做……的意思。






亮点2




awkward: 令人尴尬的。这个词比起 embarrassing 来多了一份喜剧的色彩，有点像现在的网络用语“囧”。








Do you think friend is important to a person?





It is more than important. A person's life is greatly affected by one's friends. You see, our friends' choices, values and even taste are working on changing us all the time.








亮点1




values：各种观。它可以是人生观，价值观和世界观，完全等同于the point of view to the…






亮点2




working on：想办法做某事。比如：I'm working on letting her talk.（我在想办法让她开口。







What is the best way to communicate with friends in your opinion?




I prefer to have a face to face talk, and I do believe it is the most efficient way to exchange ideas. The devices we are using now, like e-mails and cell phone, are the resources of misunderstanding because communication is all about seeing each other's facial expressions and tones. 









亮点1




face to face talk：面对面的交谈。当然也可以再说的肉麻一点，heart to heart talk。外国人的交流方式也显示了彼此之间的关系，每天用电子邮件联系的大多是同事关系，真正的朋友都是面对面的交流。






亮点2




is all about：全都是，或精通于。比如：This movie is all about fighting.（这部电影全都是打架什么的。）






亮点3




facial expressions and tones：面部表情和语气。








If you choose a friend, what kind of quality matters the most
 ?





I like those funny persons. I can barely stand people who don't talk or don't get the punch line when we are telling jokes. I won't say they are boring but they are apparently not ideal companions.








亮点




punch line：笑点。记得Iphone4S刚出来的时候很多用户都让Siri讲笑话，但聪明的Siri用一句“Sorry, I always forget about the punch line”来婉言拒绝。






亮点2




boring：令人无聊的。这个词是中国学生永远的痛， boring是令别人觉得索然无味，而bored才是一般情况下大家想表达的无聊。其实只需要记住两句话：I am bored.（我觉得好无聊啊。）You are such a boring person！（你这个人真没意思！）






亮点3




they are apparently not ideal companions：他们不是很理想的伙伴。







Where do Chinese people make new friends?





It is weird if I tell you the truth, our young generation loves to get some friends on the Internet. The social network website is the place for them to say hi to strangers bravely and kindly. However, in real locations like school, parks or pubs, people make friends by judging the outfits, income or family background.








亮点1




social network website：社交网站。






亮点2




people make friends by judging the outfits，income or family background：人们会根据评判一个人的穿着，收入或者家庭背景来交朋友。







Do you think it is a good way to make friends on the Internet?





(Version 1) A friend on the Internet is like an imaginary friend, so friend-hunting on the Internet is not a scientific way. Because friendship relies on trust and it is the exact X factor of relationship with web pals.








亮点1




A friend on the Internet is like an imaginary friend：网友就好像一个想象出来的朋友。






亮点2




friend-hunting：找朋友。听说过job-hunting的同学可以微微一笑了。






亮点3




X factor：不稳定因素。






亮点4




web pals：网友。







Do you think it is a good way to make friends on the Internet?




(Version 2) Internet is a place for us to share minds and information. It's just like any other places. What even better is that people can make friends global wide. It's a real free world for communication.









亮点




global wide：在全世界范围内。







Will you meet some web pals?





That's a tricky issue. I do have many nice web pals who inspired me a lot. And by all means, I used to meet them in person. But as long as I think of the risks of knowing strangers, like kidnapping or worse, I would like to say no to that. Well, looks like the cons is over the pros to me.








亮点1




by all means：绝对肯定。还记得by no means吗？完全相反的意思。






亮点2




meet them in person：当面会见。in person是亲自的意思。






亮点3


looks like the cons is over the pros to me：看来缺点是战胜优点了。这道题貌似一直没有给出明确的答案，最后一句话揭示了谜底，见网友还是坏处更多些。






老外如是说








交朋友在西方国家是很重要的一项社会活动，交友的场合也很多。你们可以多聊聊如何维持友谊，友谊能给你们带来什么，具体的好处；也可以说说朋友做过什么事情让你感动或让你生气。








  









17 生活习惯Life Habit








口才突破








敢说喜欢sleeping的同学Nick老师先送一巴掌过去。生活习惯这一章最要不得的就是各种消极行为。我们可以抱怨课业压力导致我们休息时间不足，也可以说通宵看球赛是青春的必要阶段，但就是不能说自己嗜睡或没什么兴趣爱好。还有对于像抽烟、酗酒这样的恶习一定要坚决抵制。
















开口试试看











■ When do you usually get up in the morning?





■ When do you usually go to bed?





■ Do you like to invite friends to your home or go out?





■ What will you do if you invite your friends to your home?





■ Do you smoke?





■ What is bad about smoking?





■ How can people quit smoking?





■ How do you spend the weekends?





■ Do Chinese people love sun bathing?





■ Do you usually stay up at night?





■ What is bad about staying up all night?















When do you usually get up in the morning?





My biologic clock is fixed at 6.30 am, when the city still sleeps. I have this habit when I suffered the stressful high school life. But now I'm grateful for this life style, because I love to enjoy longer day time.








亮点1




biologic clock：生物钟。






亮点2




when the city still sleeps：当城市还在沉睡的时候。拟人的手法，相信各位已经非常熟悉了。






亮点3




But now I'm grateful for this life style：但现在我很感激这样的生活方式。以后各位可以用grateful for something来代替 thanks to something了。







When do you usually go to bed?





I do wish I could sleep little earlier, but my bed time is around midnight. It is just a perfect period of getting loose, isn't it? We've all been there, be a couch potato, or surfing online till drowned. But I guess I'll change that soon.








亮点1




a perfect period of getting loose：一段完美的时段来放松。get loose这个词大家可以在电影《姚之年》中找到，姚明在第一次参加全明星比赛时非常紧张，上场后科比对他说了这句话。






亮点2




We've all been there：我们都经历过。注意，这里不是“我们都去过”，而是指这些感觉我们都感受过，这个阶段我们都经历过。所以，举一反三后，我们可以造出非常地道的句子，比如：You will be there in the future.（你以后就会懂了。）






亮点3




couch potato：迷恋电视的人，宅男/宅女。躺在沙发上一边看电视一边吃薯片，中枪了吗？






亮点4




surfing online till drowned：网上冲浪到被淹没。surf 本身是冲浪的意思，那一个不小心就会溺水，被淹没，所以 drowned 这个词在这里的意思非常戏谑，指上网玩的太尽兴而忘记了时间。







Do you like to invite friends to your home or go out?





I certainly would like to have them in my place and I'll be more than happy to do that if I picture the party without strangers around or the tedious pub music.








亮点1




I'll be more than happy to do that：我会不胜开心地去做。more than happy to do是很地道的表达，以后别再用glad to do了。






亮点2




tedious：冗长的，沉闷的。







What will you do if you invite your friends to your home?





We have fun. Firstly, I'm a music fan, so we could play music together like band rehearsing. Or we can turn to all boys' interests, you know, video games. We also have a back-up option, movies. So it will be fun about things we do at home.








亮点1




like band rehearsing：像乐队排练一样。






亮点2




back-up option：备用方案。这个option也有选择的意思。







Do you smoke?





I don't smoke and I don't even like smoking. All people should hate it because cigarettes shorten our life span. I stand against it for its misleading to the young people, making them believe this is a way for releasing pressure! It is so not!








亮点1




cigarettes shorten our life span：香烟减少我们的寿命。life span是寿命的意思。






亮点2




stand against it：持反对意见。






亮点3




It is so not：绝对不是！这个so的使用是一个信号，告诉考官你是经常说英语的。因为老外会用这样的词来表示各种情绪，比如：We so will be late.（我迟定了。）







What is bad about smoking?





Cigarettes kill our lung cells, trigger heart attack and cause stinky breath. We are all aware of this. But which probably cannot be emphasized enough is the money people paid for the smoking addiction. We certainly can make some changes about our life with that money.








亮点1




We are all aware of this：我们都明白这一点。be aware of 与 understand 不一样的地方在于，前者强调注意到，后者强调理解。






亮点2




which probably cannot be emphasized enough is the money：再怎么强调都不过分的是钱。cannot be emphasized enough即不能被足够的强调，那就是永远可以被强调。







How can people quit smoking?





To be honest, if I could come up with an effective idea, I will try it on my Dad first. But anyway, all I can think of is getting a hobby to distract the desire for cigarettes.








亮点




if I could come up with an effective idea, I will try it on my Dad first：如果我能想到个有效的办法，我会先在我老爸身上试试的。考官听到这样的答案会想，你能回答的再萌点吗？







How do you spend the weekends?




I used to spend weekends with friends, but now I prefer to enjoy the weekends with no one but myself. Now I just realize the advantage of me-time, because no matter what I do, nobody will judge or laugh at me. In this way, I can certainly concentrate on my own hobbies. 









亮点1




I used to 和 but now：两个时间关系的对比，曾经……，但现在如何……这样可以有效增加很多素材和语料。






亮点




2 me-time：独处的时光。







Do Chinese people love sun bathing?





Not particularly from my knowledge. Chinese people, especially the girls always want to keep the skin white like a polished pottery. So in other words, they regard the sun light as an enemy.








亮点




the girls always want to keep the skin white like a polished pottery：女孩子们总是想让皮肤白的像抛光的陶瓷一般。








Do you usually stay up at night?
  




Unfortunately, I do. I don't want to be a night out, but somehow I always have things like homework or other studying tasks. The most unspeakable period is when I find there is an exam ahead. I don't even sleep at all at night before the test. I think I need to make changes soon.








亮点1




I don't want to be a night out：我不想当夜猫子。






亮点2




there is an exam ahead：马上就有一个考试了。ahead 本身的意思是前面，这里给人一种soon的意味。








What is bad about staying up all night
 ?




Doctors say our guts work more efficiently during we sleep. So I assume staying up would disturb this working system. Also, tomorrow won't be another day if we keep on staying at today and using tomorrow's energy. 









亮点




tomorrow won't be another day：明天就不会是新的一天了。这里强调一下，名人名言用在合适的地方会有相当的加分。比如这里，引用《乱世佳人》中的一句经典台词，并且进行了改编，这绝对会让考官眼前一亮。因为它既体现了我们对英美文学的了解，又显示了语言表达中极有难度的幽默感。出招表中的恶搞手法，我们终于有机会用一次了。






老外如是说








尽管中国的年轻学生生活非常丰富，但对自己每天的时间安排没有太多计划。这个需要多做做总结，尽管英国或美国的青少年也有浑浑噩噩的一面，但他们都有着很强的时间计划意识，知道哪些时段是做什么的。








  





18 声音Sound








口才突破








语言是无法100%去表现某种声音或音乐给我们带来的感受的，考生要用各种比喻把考官带入到你想表达的境界中去。美妙的声音给人以大自然，海浪，森林，寂静的田野这样的意象；噪音就如同繁复的工作，拥挤的交通枢纽，嘈杂的工厂等让人无法久留的地方。对于乐器，考生也可以利用这样的手法，但更好的办法是体现该乐器的特色和作用，这就拼知识面了。
















开口试试看











■ What is your favorite sound?





■ How do you think of noise?





■ How do you feel in a noisy place?





■ What health effects may noise cause?





■ Do you like music?





■ What is your favorite instrument?





■ Where do Chinese people listen to the music?





■ Do you often listen to the English songs?





■ What kind of music should young people listen to?





■ Do you often listen to the sound of nature?





■ How is nature sound important to us?















What is your favorite sound?





I have a thing for the sound of bubble-blowing since I was little. Because it sounds cute and innocent, this sound drives me associate with those naive and adorable things like kids playing in a park.








亮点1




I have a thing for：我对……很感兴趣。这也可以表达我对……有很深的情愫。






亮点2




bubble-blowing：气泡爆破。选择这样的素材不是生僻，而是细腻。






亮点3




adorable：萌。在网上，无数人用cute来翻译“萌”。其实表示事物在幼小时期的状态，用adorable是最合适的。







How do you think of noise?





It breaks our concentration and ruin the important moments. Unfortunately, we have to deal with noisy stuff in daily life. I lived nearby a construction area before; I still can remember the noise of drills now.








亮点1




ruin the important moments：把很重要的意境给破坏了。这里的moment不是时刻，而是一种气氛，感觉。比如我们在言情电影里经常看到的台词：We had our moments.（我们曾经有过感觉。）






亮点2




noise of drills：电钻的噪音。够具体了吧？







How do you feel in a noisy place?




My feeling in such places is like everyone else I guess, which is “get me out of here!”. But I would like to encourage myself to bear it if I have to stick around. 









亮点1




which is “get me out of here”：那就是“快让我离开这里啊！”。画外音效果。






亮点2




stick around：再待一会，在周围停留下。








What health effects may noise cause?





There is solid scientific evidence about the physical damage caused by noise. The first victim is the ear and listening sense. Also, the liver and kidney function are easily affected by audio environment.








亮点1




solid scientific evidence：可靠的科学依据。solid是结实的，坚固的的意思，这里指可靠的。






亮点2




victim：受害者。这里是一种暗喻的手法，把后面若干器官和功能当成了受害者。






亮点3




ear, listening sense, liver, kidney function：耳朵，听力，肝脏，肾功能，这些也是在逐一举例。







Do you like music?




Sure, I'm quite a fan. Particularly, I love Jazz music, I mean the original Jazz which contains trombones, drums and a piano. I always have my headphone covered to enjoy my Jazz time on the bus. 









亮点1




trombones, drums and a piano：长号，鼓和钢琴。如果你能再把bass或cello加上，识货的考官一定会知道你对爵士的造诣不浅。






亮点2




enjoy my jazz time：享受我的爵士时光。有点radio 里的主播范儿了吧？







What is your favorite instrument?





I love guitar. To be specific, I am obsessed with the electronic guitar with overdrive effect. I guess this instrument plays the lead role in a band. Guitar is regarded as a tear trigger when it releases the emotion from those tiny frets.








亮点1




overdrive effect：失真效果。相信我，老外，尤其是从美国和英国来的老外，从小就是听摇滚长大的。这样的小词非常能勾起他的“青葱年华”。






亮点2




frets：吉他的品位。多说几个像这样的名词绝对会加分的。







Where do Chinese people listen to the music?





We listen to the music on all sorts of public transportation. We do that not only for the melody or musical enjoyment, but also for killing time or avoiding the awkward moments of facing strangers.








亮点




awkward moments：尴尬的时刻，大家都不知道该说什么话，面面相觑的时刻。







Do you often listen to the English songs?





Actually that is an English learning strategy of mine. I am not just satisfied with listening, I even memorize those lyrics. English songs are my second text book now to some degree.








亮点




Actually that is an English learning strategy of mine：这其实是我学习英语的一项策略。







What kind of music should young people listen to?





From what I see, I suggest the young had better listen to some traditional folk music. It is important for them to carry on the national culture instead of following the pop trend.








亮点1




from what I see：在我来看。






亮点2




carry on：延续。







Do you often listen to the sound of nature?





Unfortunately I don't have such an environment despite how badly I want to. It is hard to hear the sound of bird's singing or the water rolling in the confined classroom, particularly while others are studying.








亮点1




despite how badly I want to：不管我有多想。badly在这里不是坏，它等于very much，而且在口语里，连ly都不需要加上。比如：I miss you so bad.（我好想你啊！）






亮点2




water rolling：水流声。大家还记得大明湖畔的“Rolling in the deep”吗？






亮点3




confined classroom：密闭的教室里。这当然是夸张的说法，只是用它来表现学生们不易接近大自然的情况。







How is nature sound important to us?





It helps us with modifying breathe frequency and distracting us from the busy work. It is spontaneous for us to associate with some beautiful and relaxing pictures when we are covered by nature sound, so it is an ideal way to lay the hair down, too.








亮点1




spontaneous：自然而然的。这是Nick老师压箱底的好词啊。






亮点2




lay the hair down：放松。当然，男士尽管是短发也可以使用这个词。






老外如是说








对于音乐，更多的应该是欣赏，接纳，体会，而不是说自己是谁的粉丝。我们对中国的歌手不了解，无法做到感同身受。体现声音应多和现实社会的方方面面联系，体现它的重要性。








  





19 时间 Time








口才突破








抓住每个季节的特征和人们所擅长的活动，抓住每个年龄对人们发展的惟一性，抓住一天当中每个时段特有的景色。时间这一章节的问题非常tricky，所以需要大家有一双慧眼，辨清时间对于我们的重要性。
















开口试试看











■ What is your favorite season?





■ What do you usually do in the winter?





■ Does birthday matter to you?





■ Which birthday in one's life is the most important to Chinese people?





■ When is the best time for you to study during a day?





■ What do you do in the evening?





■ Do you like a place with one season all around the year or the place with 4 seasons?





■ How old are you?





■ What is the most important age of a person in your opinion?





■ What is the best age for people to go to school in your opinion?





■ When is the best time for travelling in China?





■ Are you a time-keeper?















What is your favorite season?





It's winter. Think about it, the houses and streets are covered by the pure white snow; children are busy with making snow man and playing with snow balls. That's everybody's perfect wonderland.








亮点1




Think about it：想想吧。这是老外常挂在嘴边的一句话，表示下面我要分析了。






亮点2




wonderland：乐园，仙境。一般指那种什么都有的地方。







What do you usually do in the winter?





This is a tough question, because apparently outdoor activities are not good options. I usually spend time with family or invite friends to play at home. We watch TV or make food; sometimes we play chess or card games. It's quite our own hibernation.









亮点1




apparently outdoor activities are not good options：很显然地，户外活动已不是什么好的选择了。各位可以尝试用…is not a good option来代替…is not a good idea或I don't like…






亮点2




It's quite our own hibernation：这就是我们冬眠的时间了。







Does birthday matter to you?





Sure, it matters. That's the only special day for me around a year, and it's a perfect excuse for throwing a party. That's the day that I can think about my past years and check what I have lost or found.








亮点1




Sure, it matters：那当然重要了。各位要习惯用it matters来和it is important替换。






亮点2




it's a perfect excuse for throwing a party：这是个开派对的完美借口。这个excuse肯定会打动考官，因为reason他们已经听腻了，excuse除了含有原因的意思，还有一丝狡猾的意味。






亮点3




check what I have lost or found：检查一下我的得失。








Which birthday in one's life is the most important to Chinese people?





It's interesting to know that we regard the 12th birthday as a big one. According to the old Chinese calendar and tradition, we believed every 12 years is a stage for one's life, which is like every 60 minutes means an hour in the clock.








亮点1




old Chinese calendar：中国的旧历法，也可以说lunar calendar。






亮点2




we believed every 12 years is a stage for one's life, which is like every 60 minutes means an hour in the clock：我们相信每12年就是人生的一个阶段，就好像每60分钟就是一小时一样。这个比喻尽管不算太恰当，但总比硬生生地去解释 12生肖要好得多。








When is the best time for you to study during a day?





My mind usually stays clear from 9 to 11 half in the morning. Then, it shuts itself during lunch time and back to work again from 2 to 5 in the afternoon. So these periods are the best time for me to learn something.








亮点1




My mind usually stays clear from 9 to 11 half in the morning：我的大脑在早晨9点到11点半保持清醒。拟人的用法又一次发挥威力了。此外，几点半在老外的口头语里就是…half。






亮点2




连贯的线索结构。这道题的答案完全是按照头脑的清醒规律来走，时间的线索非常清晰。







What do you do in the evening?





My evening is quite bit boring as I stay at home all the time. Like any other teenager in 21st century, I love to enjoy the Internet time in my room to upload some photos or give some comments about latest news. But unlike them, I still spend some evening time in talking to parents.








亮点1




quite bit：有那么一点儿。这是一种隐晦地形容很多或大量的说法。






亮点2




upload some photos：上传些照片。







Do you like a place with one season all around the year or the place with 4 seasons?




It's like asking me “do you want to wear the same jacket” or “do you want to change an outfit once in a while”. It's so obvious that I want to see and experience more things. I do believe it's a shame if we only enjoy what we like at the moment instead of exploring something new. 









亮点




It's like asking me “do you want to wear the same jacket” or “do you want to change an outfit once in a while”：这就好像在问我“你是喜欢穿同一件夹克”还是“喜欢偶尔可以换件外套穿穿”呢。类比和画外音同时使用，效果更佳。







How old are you?





I'm in the middle of the golden time of my life: 18. It's not too young or too old and it's magical that people would understand how to consider other people's feeling after turning 18.








亮点




I'm in the middle of the golden time of my life：我正处于生命的黄金年华。







What is the most important age of a person in your opinion?





The answer can be very different when we are talking about different people. Take man for example, 30 makes the final call of a man's career, because a man must put some energy into taking care of family and raising kids after this age. But a woman needs to cherish 25, when she is mentally mature enough to make the great decisions and beautiful enough to shine.








亮点1




30 makes the final call of a man's career：30岁是确定一个男人事业的最后阶段。call在这里是决定的意思，比如说：You make the call.（你来做决定吧。）






亮点2




when she is mentally mature enough to make the great decisions and beautiful enough to shine：正是她心智成熟，能做重大决定，外表光彩夺目的时候。女考官们，这么来诠释 25岁的妙龄可以吗？







What is the best age for people to go to school in your opinion?





I read an article, which suggests 4 is the perfect age. After 4, our language ability is good enough to study. We can comprehend and process what we hear and even be able to copy and imitate what we see.








亮点1




I read an article：我读过一篇文章。这种用法好比我们中国人在吹牛的时候来一句“我有一个朋友”，“我有一个同学”等，这样的开场可以增添很多的权威感。






亮点2




We can comprehend and process what we hear and even be able to copy and imitate what we see：我们可以理解听到的东西，也可以模仿看到的东西。







When is the best time for travelling in China?





Any time but national holiday. If you know China well, you must be terrified by the amazing population and such a great number of potential travelers will no longer be potential during national holidays. So pick a working time, like June or September, I guarantee you will love this beautiful land.








亮点




such a great number of potential travelers will no longer be potential during national holidays：那么多的潜在游客在国庆节假期就不再是潜在的了。







Are you a time-keeper?





Punctuality is my middle name. My Dad told me keeping others waiting equals to wasting their time. That's a chronic murder. How dare I commit such a crime?








亮点1




Punctuality is my middle name：我的小名叫守时。这个表达好像听上去有点囧，不过这是很地道的一种英语表达，来形容对某件事情的把握或喜爱。






亮点2




chronic murder：慢性谋杀。






亮点3




How dare I commit such a crime：我怎么敢犯这样的罪呢。






老外如是说








相信我，西方人也有迟到的情况，但大家很在乎自己时间的利用率。而且同样的年纪里，西方人做的事情可能会不太相同，比如说16岁我们都会去学习开车，而且高中的时候我们必须得参加些体育比赛或文艺活动等。








  





20 时尚Fashion








口才突破








服饰是时尚类话题中被问到最多的事物，对此话题，我们可以描述各种衣服的材质，也可以针对不同场合下应穿的衣服来进行叙述。谈到品牌话题的时候，考生最需要的是一定要抓住自己所说品牌的特点。这一章的内容并不多，但几乎每道题都是中国考生们所不熟悉的，所以希望各位认真对待。
















开口试试看











■ What clothes do you usually wear in daily time?





■ Are there any special costumes Chinese people like to wear in festivals?





■ Do you think it is necessary to dress formally while working?





■ Do you like wearing school uniforms?





■ Do you think fashion is important?





■ What is real fashion in your opinion?





■ Why the fashion has been changing so quickly?





■ How to be fashionable?















What clothes do you usually wear in daily time?





I probably just put on a shirt or jeans, but I would pay attention to the colors or the style. It's not a crime for being stunning in the crowd, particularly for people at my age. But fashion doesn't mean bell-bottomed pants or T-shirt like fish net.








亮点1




It's not a crime for being stunning in the crowd：在人群里漂亮显眼又不犯法！






亮点2




bell-bottomed pants：喇叭裤。






亮点3




T-shirt like fish net：像渔网一样的T恤。







Are there any special costumes Chinese people like to wear in the festivals?





Not much from what I heard. But to minority groups, each of them has some beautiful costumes and decorations to symbolize their own traditions and cultures. It's a shame that I have very limited knowledge about this.








亮点1




minority groups：少数民族。






亮点2




I have very limited knowledge about this：我在这方面的知识非常有限。这样的回答也是面对棘手问题的一种策略。







Do you think it is necessary to dress formally while working?





Naturally yes. The outfit can actually affect one's working efficiency. We are wearing pajamas during bed time because we need to feel relaxed. Formal outfits also work the same way, it informs people “Hey, take this job seriously, you are working.”








亮点1




pajamas：睡衣。






亮点2




it informs people “Hey，take this job seriously， you are working.”：它提醒人们“嘿，认真点，你在工作呢。”各位肯定认得出这是画外音手法，而且还有个词也是加分点，那就是informs，众多的考生都在说it tells，而你说it informs不仅显得与众不同，而且更贴切。







Do you like wearing school uniforms?





School uniform is a bad idea. I know school leaders mean to manage the students easier, however, they forget about the importance of individuality and creativity. And may I ask those school runners, do they know school uniform is an invitation for hooligans and criminals? Has this idea ever crossed their minds?








亮点1




individuality：个性。好多同学以为个性叫personality, 那是性格，是一个人的格调或脾气，而独特性是用 individuality来表达的。






亮点2




creativity：创造力。






亮点3




an invitation：邀请函。原文的意思是：我想问问那些学校的领导，他们难道不知道校服是给流氓罪犯的一封邀请函吗？言外之意就是校服会吸引那些心术不正的人。不要低估考官的智商，他们懂这句话的含义。






亮点4




hooligans：地痞流氓。






亮点5




Has this idea ever crossed their minds：难道他们就没想过吗？







Do you think fashion is important?





If we picture the world without fashion, answer will reveal itself. No one wants to live in an ugly world. Fashion gives people concepts and ideas for how to become beautiful and elegant, that's the spirit of enjoying life.








亮点1




picture：想象。picture在作动词时有想象或描绘的意思。






亮点2




answer will reveal itself：答案会不言自明的。






亮点3




that's the spirit of：……的精神就是……







What is real fashion in your opinion?





I think the real fashion is a clear description telling people what feels pleasant. People who understand fashion need to push the edge. Take Apple Company for an example, its design leads us to touch the beauty of minimalism. At the beginning, none of us accepted a cell phone with only one button, but we are all able to get this cool feeling now, that's why we follow it and that's what fashion is about.








亮点1




People who understand fashion need to push the edge：懂时尚的人需要引领潮流。edge是边缘，把边缘继续拓展就是时尚人的工作了。






亮点2




minimalism：极简主义。这个词的出现就意味着会拿高分了。






亮点3




none of us accepted a cell phone with only one button：当时我们没有人能接受只有一个按钮的手机。具体举例，让考官相信你的素材是源自你自己的观察。







Why the fashion has been changing so quickly?





It's media. Think about it, media always will make a scene with no matter what. So our taste would vary frequently when the media shows us some different fashion styles.








亮点1




make a scene：大做文章。






亮点2




vary frequently：频繁地变更。







How to be fashionable?





Just be aware of what is happening around and mind about the new products or new social topics. In simple words, keep pace with the times.








亮点




keep pace with the times：与时俱进。






老外如是说








多观察下自己的衣服的颜色与款式。如果你能说出这些流行的趋势是因为什么而诞生的，那就更好了，比如某个明星喜欢这样穿着等。当然有的时候时尚并不一定是可见的，说话方式、做事，包括饮食都有可能是时尚。








  





21 食品 Food








口才突破








很多考生在这一话题上犯难，觉得无法给很多食品的 制作方法一个满意的描述。要知道描述烹饪流程本身是一 项非常复杂的任务，所以Nick建议各位避重就轻，转而谈 论美食的由来、各地美食的特色以及某些食品给自己带来的愉快经历。
















开口试试看











■ What is your favorite fruit?





■ How often do you cook?





■ Do you like home-cooked food or restaurant food?





■ Can you cook?





■ Do Chinese people like cooking?





■ What was your favorite food when you were a child?





■ What is your favorite taste?





■ Do you like vegetables?





■ What food is good for old people?















What is your favorite fruit?





The pineapple naturally is my top choice for its stunning hair style. I mean it. Pineapples not only can provide us with vitamins and fibers, but also can be used as a decoration. Oh, the fragrant smell is another addiction of mine.








亮点1




hair style：发型。考官做梦都不会想到这个词和水果 能联系到一起，素材又让你在起点上快人一步。






亮点2




vitamins and fibers：维他命和纤维。来点专业范儿。






亮点3




fragrant：芳香的。







How often do you cook?




I haven't set a foot in kitchen for a long time, so let's say never. For students like us, restaurant is the place we usually end up in when we feel hungry. And many young people lose the interests of cooking nowadays, I am one of them.








亮点




I haven't set a foot in kitchen for a long time：我好久没 进过厨房了。这句话比“I can't cook”要厉害多了吧。







Do you like home-cooked food or restaurant food?





Restaurant food always gets me, to be frank. Even though I love my Mom's cooking skill, the restaurant is a goldmine. You see, our stomachs are entitled to enjoy feast, and I see no points to say no to the restaurant food.








亮点1




the restaurant is a goldmine：饭店就是个宝库啊。






亮点2




our stomachs are entitled to enjoy feast, and I see no points to say no to the restaurant food：我们的胃有权利去享受 盛宴，所以我觉得无法向饭店食物说不。







Can you cook?





I wish I could. My parents did teach me some basic skills like chopping or steaming stuff, but none of those triggers my interests yet. I do hope I can master one or two dishes though. I have to live by myself someday after all.








亮点1




chopping or steaming：切或蒸。






亮点2




but none of those triggers my interests yet：但是还没 有引起我兴趣的。






亮点3




master：掌握。







Do Chinese people like cooking?





We do. Cooking to us is like football to English people. I don't know why, but Chinese always enjoy the whole process of cooking, like controlling the fire or adding condiments. You might not know, many Chinese families even have some secret cooking recipes.








亮点1




cooking to us is like football to English people：做饭 对我们就好像足球对英国人一样重要。英国人和德国人对足 球的热爱是世界闻名的。






亮点2




like controlling the fire or adding condiments：像控制 火候或添加调味品。condiments是作料的意思。






亮点3




secret cooking recipes：秘制的料理配方。recipe是秘 方的意思，拥有全世界最好吃食物的中国，recipe的数量是相 当可怕的。说不定各位家里还有一些祖传的秘方，这些都可以拿来跟考官分享。







What was your favorite food when you were a child?





I still remember I said to my Mom that I would like to swim in the ocean of jelly. Yes, jelly might be my first snack crush, and the brands are still in my mind now. But I won't recommend children to take that too much, because it is easy to get choked.








亮点1




I would like to swim in the ocean of jelly：我想游弋在果 冻的海洋里。你喜欢什么就可以说成想游弋在……的海洋里。






亮点2




first snack crush：第一次爱上小吃的时候。






亮点3




get choked：噎住，窒息。







What is your favorite taste?





I love the taste of tee. It feels like natural and healthy. And what is more interesting is that tee can contain different flavors at the same time. Some of them are bitter at the beginning, but sweet shall be revealed later on. You can't deny such a magical taste.








亮点1




flavors：口味。






亮点2




sweet shall be revealed later on：甜味会在后面浮现出来。







Do you like vegetables?





Unfortunately, I am a meat lover. I know humans need the vitamins and fibers from vegetables to survive but I can't help it. I'm not saying I hate vegetables; those plants can't touch my taste bud.









亮点




those plants can't touch my taste bud：那些植物无法 刺激我的味蕾！注意，这里Nick将vegetables说成了plant，字 里行间都能看的出其对蔬菜的厌恶。







What food is good for old people?




They should have some soup or bean curd, I mean tofu. Concerning the crewing problem of the elders, these kinds of food are easy to swallow and digest. Particularly, tofu improves one's metabolism system.









亮点1




crewing problem：咀嚼的问题。







亮点2




are easy to swallow and digest：容易吞咽和消化。这 两个词请各位一定记好了，尤其是digest，有太多的同学在想 表达“容易消化”的时候卡在了考官面前。







亮点3




metabolism：新陈代谢。






老外如是说








在饮食方面，西方人的素材就没那么多了。但我遇到的中国朋友也都没办法把菜名告诉我，通过中文的菜名也很难看出做法和主料，这是个问题。


















22 书信 Letter








口才突破








书信与电子邮件是这一章节的核心内容。书信有很多特性，比如有各地的邮戳，写信人独一无二的字体，甚至可能出现的错别字也是一种可爱的错误。电子邮件可以从免费，收发迅速或附件的多样性中体现其优越性。
















开口试试看











■ Do you prefer to use e-mail or handwriting letters?





■ What is special about handwriting letters?





■ What is bad about using e-mails?





■ Did you receive any handwriting letters?





■ Do you think it is important to have a good handwriting skill?





■ Who do you usually write to?





■ Do Chinese people like handwriting letters?





■ Do you write blogs?





■ Whose letter do you expect to get?















Do you prefer to use e -mail or handwriting letters?






I assume not so many people are still using old-fashioned letters. It's highly cost and un-environmental friendly. And the worst of all, we can't undo what has written.








亮点1




un-environmental-friendly：不环保的。老外们每天都在造这样的词。






亮点2




we can't undo what has written：我们不能撤销写下的东西。所有人都知道do是个万能的动词，但很少人会想到 undo也是。undo作为不及物动词，是撤销的意思。







What is special about handwriting letters?




The ink traces on handwriting letters contain all the emotion and mood of the writer. Readers are not only getting information, but also trying to sense the writer through the lines. That's the magic of handwriting letters.








亮点1




ink traces：墨迹。trace是痕迹的意思，好多人将它和track混淆，track是轨道的意思。






亮点2




sense the writer through the lines：从字里行间去感知写信人。line在这里不是线，而是一行字的意思，sense是感觉，感知。例句里是想传达一种去和写信人感同身受的意味。







What is bad about using e -mails?




Since sending e-mails never involves money charges, the junk mails and advertisement mails are flooding in all the time. That's not the only downside for using e-mails, but it's enough to drive modern people crazy.


亮点1




Since sending e-mails never involves money charges：因为发电子邮件无需付费。其实这个句子里面能震撼考官的点很多，比如第一个词since，在这里表示因为，既然的意思；第二个是involve，本意是卷入，但这里表示相关的意思，作用等同于relate to。






亮点2




junk mails：垃圾邮件。在外企工作的人肯定知道，老外是离不开电子邮件的，所以这个素材绝对戳中了他们心中的痛。






亮点3




flooding in：涌入。







Did you receive any handwriting letters?





Unfortunately, not yet. That's a typical digital age tragedy, isn't it? We are all kidnapped by cell phones, e-mails or social network websites. People almost lose the interests of finishing a real letter.








亮点1




That's a typical digital age tragedy, isn't it? 这是一个典型的数码时代的悲剧啊，不是吗？






亮点2




kidnapped：绑架。拟人的例子尽管不多，但每用一次都能极大地增添语言的特色。







Do you think it is important to have a good handwriting skill?





My Mom told me from the day I could understand Chinese: “Your handwriting is your second face, don't make it ugly.”I'm still buying this now, because we need to send a good impression, no matter a job application letter or just a casual letter to a friend.








亮点1




my Mom：老妈大人。她可以是你口中任何的名言、画外音、建议、想法的来源。这样说话非常客观，而且怎么美化母亲都不为过吧。






亮点2




from the day I could understand Chinese：从我能听懂汉语开始。long long ago的代替者来了，相比较老掉牙的long long ago而言，这句话能带给人耳目一新的感觉。亮点3 I'm still buying this now：我现在仍然相信。 buy在这里是相信的意思。







Who do you usually write to?





My letters always go to my friends, because they know me well enough to read between the lines. They get all my topics, every metaphor and each piece of joke.








亮点1




read between the lines：读出言外之意。这个表达非常地道、形象。想想看，有些话在纸上看似平淡无奇，但字里行间却藏着深层次的意思。






亮点2




metaphor：暗喻。







Do Chinese people like handwriting letters?





You are asking the right person. You must know our language is evolved from paintings, which means we can appreciate the handwriting art while reading. And yes, we love it.








亮点1




You are asking the right person：你算问对人了。非常口语化的表达，用在此处必然会拉近与面试官的距离。






亮点2




our language is evolved from paintings：我们的语言是从绘画演变过来的。还在单用from吗？那你就out了，赶紧添加evolve吧，让你的英语实力在面试官面前显露无疑！







Do you write blogs?





I always say my life is an open book, because I put everything on my blog. Arguments with friends, confusions of growth or interesting news, you name it.








亮点1




my life is an open book：我的生活是完全公开的。出自美剧《老爸老妈浪漫史》中Ted的一句名言。






亮点2




put everything on my blog：把一切都放在博客上。






亮点3




Arguments with friends, confusions of growth or interesting news, you name it：和朋友的争执，成长的烦恼或是有趣的新闻，所有你能想到的。列举博客上的内容是一项特别好的方法，它会使你的话语显得有理有据。







Whose letter do you expect to get?





I am expecting a letter from a descent company, which says you are hired. I guess for everyone, students or people who are at work, an official confirmation letter from a good company is a turning point of life. This letter means trust and responsibility, also a promising future.








亮点1




descent：高档的，体面的，像模像样的。






亮点2




an official confirmation letter from a good company is a turning point of life：一封来自知名公司的正式录用函是人生的转折点。句子有点长，但前后都是加分的地方：confirmation letter和turning point。






老外如是说








不管是用现代的，还是古代的通讯工具，每个工具的特点和跟人们生活的联系都需要被点拨出来。英国有用鹅毛笔和梅子酱书写信件的历史，相信中国也有类似的文化，我们会很感兴趣的。













23 天气 Weather








口才突破








不要忌讳说坏天气，相反，坏天气的谈资会更多，因 为可以拓展到不同地域的气候，人们的生活习惯，甚至近 几年气候的变化。此外，相信考生已经谈论了不少有关汽 车太多的话题，却很少有人强调整治空气污染的必要性和 紧迫感。因此，对于此类问题，考官最想听到的就是污染 到底如何危害到了我们，有多么要紧，该怎样治理。 给城市带来的灾害
















开口试试看











■ What is your favorite weather?





■ What would you do in good weather?





■ What would you do in bad weather?





■ What weather do you think is bad?





■ What is the worst weather you experienced?





■ Why the weather is getting worse in your opinion?





■ How do Chinese people think about the pollution in China?





■ What pollution do you think is the most serious one?





■ What should we do about the pollutions?





■ Do you know anything about global warming?

















What is your favorite weather?





The drizzling weather attracts me all the time. I love to see things through the glass covered with some water drops. It's a cool, calm and crystal clear world in the drizzling day.








亮点1




drizzling：蒙蒙细雨。






亮点2




It's a cool, calm and crystal clear world in the drizzling day：世界会在蒙蒙细雨中变得凉爽、平静且纯净。三个单词排比，气势够强了吧？







What would you do in good weather?





I won't waste any minute in my room while there is a big sun shining above. I will hit a park with friends to enjoy the picnic. It's unlucky for me not living in a coastal city, otherwise, I will put on my swimming suit and go surfing.








亮点1




while there is a big sun shining above：当太阳挂在天空 中。这样视觉化描述当天的天气有没有身临其境的感觉。






亮点2




hit a park：去公园。各位可以继续举一反三：hit a pub（去酒吧）；hit the road（上路了）。







What would you do in bad weather?





It depends on how bad the weather is. If it just rains a bit or blows some wind, my mood may stay as usual. If we are talking about storm or blizzard, I will certainly turn on my hibernation mode, which means video games, homework and television.








亮点1




If we are talking about：如果我们谈论的是…… 这个 句型很常见，而且带有强烈的感情色彩。举个例子各位就明白 它的用法了，比如：Don't say anything bad about him! That's my friend we are talking about!（不许说他坏话，他是我朋友！）






亮点2




turn on my hibernation mode：开启冬眠模式。喜欢说宅在家里的同学，找到合适的表达了吧？







What weather do you think is bad?





I hate windy weather. Neither rain nor snow would kick the dirt up or tear the tree branches down. It's badtempered and dangerous weather.








亮点




It's bad-tempered and dangerous weather：这是种脾 气暴躁，并且危险的天气。bad-tempered 一般形容人，在这里使用的是拟人手法。







What is the worst weather you experienced?





I still remember the torrential thunder shower in the June of 2012, in Beijing. It paralyzed the whole city. People were trapped in the middle of the street watching the rain pouring down for 4 hours. The traffic is dead while the roads turned into rivers.








亮点1




torrential thunder shower：湍急的瓢泼大雨。thunder shower是雷雨天气，够炫了吧。






亮点2




It paralyzed the whole city：它使整个城市都陷入了 瘫痪。据Nick统计，全国考生能用paralyze形容城市交通的不 超过1%。






亮点3




The traffic is dead while the roads turned into rivers： 当道路变成河流的时候交通已经彻底不行了。不要太忌讳用 die这个词，用在形容某些城市的交通上还是非常恰当的。







Why the weather is getting worse in your opinion?





The huge amount of energy consumption is pulling the thread all along. The coal, natural gas and petrol we burned are still in the atmosphere and they change the weather dramatically.








亮点




pulling the thread：操控着…… thread是线绳的意 思，pull the thread 用来描述玩木偶时拉线的场景，这里用的 是一种借代手法，表达操控，控制。








How do Chinese people think about the pollution in China?





The pollution in China is pretty serious and we already appreciated the situation. That's why many more illegal factories got shut and many trees got planted.








亮点




we already appreciated the situation：我们已经完全了解了情况。appreciate在这里不是欣赏，而是了解的意思。







What pollution do you think is the most serious one?





It must be air pollution. If the water tastes funny, we just can drop it; however, we are not able to hold our breath just because we are not happy with the air. This pollution is a real killer.








亮点1




全篇文章的结构：对比水污染与空气污染的本质区 别--水能不喝，空气却别无选择。






亮点2




If the water tastes funny：如果水的味道有点怪。这 个funny不是搞笑，而是不对劲的意思。同样，我们可以举 一反三，比如：The room smells funny.（这屋子闻起来怪怪 的。）






亮点3




This pollution is a real killer：这种污染是真正的杀 手。各位对这样的借代已经很熟悉了吧?








What should we do about the pollutions?





As an individual, all that we can do is to control our life and behavior. Say no to the high-emission vehicles and to toxic cosmetics. Of course, it is much better if the authorities can pay some efforts to educate the young generation.








亮点1




high-emission vehicles：高排量的交通工具。






亮点2




authorities：政府。这个词本身是权威的意思，在这 里指政府。







Do you know anything about global warming?





I know it is caused by greenhouse gases, which are mostly from automobile exhaust. Global warming means the rise of global temperature. If we don't do anything, this will eventually bring the catastrophe to the earth.








亮点




catastrophe：灾难，一般指天灾。






老外如是说





英国人重视天气是因为它和人们的生活息息相关，不同的天气可能会给我们带来不同的行程计划。中国地域广阔，不同的气候也一定影响着不同人的生活，多举几个例子就好。















24 文化 Culture








口才突破








在这一章里，考生会被问关于数字、语言、习俗或各 种文化方面的问题。可以说考生的知识面成了提分关键， 所以Nick强烈建议各位去了解些西方文化，如他们爱什么 数字（如例题1中的42），英语和汉语的不同（如时态的 表达），特殊节日的风俗（如万圣节的化装舞会）。












开口试试看











■ Which number is your favorite?





■ Do numbers have meanings in China?





■ What is the meaning of your name?





■ Do you like domestic brands or the overseas brands?





■ How do you think of foreigners learning Chinese language?





■ Are there any difficulties in learning English?





■ What traditional festivals do Chinese people celebrate?





■ Who picked this name for you?





■ How do Chinese usually celebrate birthday?















Which number is your favorite?





I think 42 is an interesting number. People who have read the fiction “The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy” will get me. The book says 42 is the meaning of life and universe, I know it's a joke though, but I still take this number as my favorite.









亮点




全篇。先翻译一下：“我觉得42是个很有意思的数 字。读过《银河系漫游指南》的人们都会懂我。书上说42是 宇宙与生命的含义，我知道这是个玩笑，但我仍然把42当作 我最喜欢的数字。”被英国人当作科幻小说鼻祖的《银河系 漫游指南》在我们考生的嘴里出现了，还能读得这么细致。 考官们，颤抖吧!







Do numbers have meanings in China?





Numbers do mean something in China. For example, we believe even numbers like 6, 8 or 10 can bring luck or fortune. But 4 is a painful exception, because it owns the similar pronunciation as death in China.









亮点1




even numbers：偶数。奇数是odd number。







亮点2




But 4 is a painful exception：但4是个很讨厌的例外。 前文说我们中国喜欢6，8这样的偶数，但4貌似不太受人待 见，painful在这里起到了调节感情色彩的作用。







What is the meaning of your name?





There is no exact meaning, but generally it means prosperity or promising future. Chinese always aspire to compare their offspring to some beautiful images, like flowers for girls, OK, that's crony; sun for the boys.









亮点1




beautiful images：美好的意象。







亮点2




OK, that's crony：好吧，有点俗。crony就是老套 的，俗套的，大家都用烂了的意思。







Do you like domestic brands or the overseas brands?




I give my vote to the home-made brand. I know some overseas brands are quite famous but our domestic brands sometimes also surprise us. Another reason is that things made-in-China are always affordable. 亮点1 I give my vote to the home-made brand：我支持国产品牌。vote既表示投票的动作，又可表示名词的选票。在这里，它相当于support。









亮点2




Another reason is that things made-in-China are always affordable：另一个原因就是中国制造的东西总是能买得起 的。幽默境界中有一个就是自嘲，我们既然支持国货，那就 要说说优点，但cheap这个词太没内容，即使有内容也只会让 人理解为便宜货。affordable就非常恰当了，让他们慢慢体会 什么叫“负担得起”吧。







How do you think of foreigners learning Chinese language?





It's cool to learn Chinese but I have to say this could be a challenge for those who want to learn it well. They need to deal with complete grammars, tense orders, slang or pronunciation. Though I do believe learning Chinese language can help foreign people with understanding Chinese history and customs.









亮点




They need to deal with complete grammars, tense orders, slang or pronunciation：他们要学习全部语法、时态、 俗语还有发音。我们学习英语的几座大山一样适用于外国人 学中文。







Are there any difficulties in learning English?




The grammar and pronunciation almost killed me. It's hard for us to forsake our own language organizing habit for building a new one. Also, I guess foreign pronunciation is always funny to a language learner, so it needs time to adapt.









亮点1




killed：弄得我无所适从。kill这个词看似很重，其实它的用法非常灵活，比如：Switch off the music! It kills me! （快关了这音乐，快把我吵死了！）







亮点2




forsake： 抛弃，摒弃。







亮点3




language organizing habit：语言构架习惯。







What traditional festivals do Chinese people celebrate?





We have quite a few festivals and we celebrate different ones in different ways. The Spring Festival is the biggest annual celebration. People do some ceremonies like playing the fireworks or ringing the New Year's bell.









亮点1




annual：一年一度的。







亮点2




ringing the New Year's bell：敲响新年的钟声。人们 对于新奇的事物都有强烈的好奇心。老外也一样，这样的实 例陈述必然会使他们的兴趣大增。









Who picked this name for you?





It's controversial; Mom said she did, while my Dad also wanted this credit, so it must be from one of my parents. But no matter who chose this name for me, I am so happy and grateful for it.









亮点1




controversial：有争议的。







亮点2




Mom said she did,while my Dad also wanted this credit：老妈说她给取的，我爸也想抢这份功劳。使用while 连接，对比效果跃然纸上。







How do Chinese usually celebrate birthday?





For kids, the birthday party will be the same as anywhere else in the world. Everyone knows the drill, presents, friends, birthday song, cutting the cake, the end. But the celebration for the elders has a special tradition in China. We serve a stick of “longevity noodle” for the birthday papa or mama. It means enjoying a long life time like this endless noodle.









亮点1




Everyone knows the drill：大家都知道怎么做。drill 是钻的意思，但在习语中也有演戏的意思，这里是大家都知 道这些套路的意思。







亮点2




longevity noodle：长寿面。longevity是名词，表示长寿。






老外如是说







东方和西方在很多细小的文化元素上有着差别。从图案、吉祥物、文字、数字、对世界的看法以及对人们成长的看法上都存在着很大的差异。想让我们听得入迷，那就得在自己国家的文化传统上多努把力。











25 新 闻 News








口才突破







若被问到有关获取新闻途径的内容，各位不要忘记网 络，因为这个素材可以引出很多的相关内容：与媒体的互 动、转发虚假消息，名人博客等等，考生自己对于这些素 材的态度已经足够让语言生动起来了。不过各位考生一定 要注意，你的言论一定要维护当时对话的气氛，也就是说 别太激进，更不要显示自己对时事的主张，你的思想和主 张留到成功出国以后再讲给更多的人听。














开口试试看











■ Do you read news?





■ Where do you usually get news?





■ Do you think Internet is a good place to get news?





■ What kinds of news do you usually read?





■ Do you like to read newspapers?





■ Where do Chinese people read news?





■ How do you think of news distortion?





■ Why many people love to read entertainment news rather than political news?





■ Do you think it is good or bad to allow people to post their opinions about some news online?















Do you read news?





How can a red-blooded young man like me ignore the news? Because of the news, we can touch the pulsation of the world. Actually I think news is the thing connects people together and makes the world integrated.









亮点1




we can touch the pulsation of the world：我们可以触 碰到世界的脉搏。其实这个文绉绉的说法是抄袭某一届奥运 会的广告，这样的官腔用一用也无妨。







亮点2




makes the world integrated：让世界一体化。







Where do you usually get news?





I read news online with my cell. Frankly speaking, I don't have time for the newspaper and magazines. And the bus or the subway train in China are not good places for reading them neither.









亮点1




cell：手机。这是手机的简写，显得非常的随性。 而且实事求是地讲，我们的确多数依靠手机上网来获得 新闻。







亮点2




bus or the subway train in China：在这里，“中国”这 个词的信息量很大。大家都知道我们人口众多，所以这些公 共交通就成了人群密集的地方。不要小看交谈当中的某些词 汇，它们的指代能力和引起联想的能力很强大。







Do you think Internet is a good place to get news?





Unfortunately, no. Sure, it is fast to spread the information online but this is exactly why it is bad for the news. There won't be a place for the real news if the rumors can be posted online by anyone at anytime anywhere. That's the situation now.









亮点




There won't be a place for the real news if the rumors can be posted online by anyone at anytime anywhere：如果谣言可以随 时随地被任何人放到网上，那就不存在真正的新闻了。适当地 使用at anytime anywhere（随时随地)可以为你的语言添彩。







What kinds of news do you usually read?





I always pay attention to the weather report or the forecast. Because this is the key information for me to decide my following moves. I don't want to have a picnic in a rainy day. Also, other kinds of news are always there online, we can get it at anytime.









亮点1




I don't want to have a picnic in a rainy day：我可不想 在雨天里野餐。给对方个画面，无论听众笑不笑，幽默的意味是传达了。







Do you like to read newspapers?




Not even close to being interested. I have to say the drawbacks of newspaper are not something we can hide. It's hard to carry on the way to work place and we can see those news reports online later anyway.









亮点




Not even close to being interested：一丁点都不感兴 趣。 Not even close to 这个句型特别有力度，表示“根本就 不……”或“离……还远着呢”的意思。







Where do Chinese people read news?





We love to read news on subway trains or other public transportations. Above 50% of Chinese people are taking bus or tubes to go to work every day averagely. Reading news can be the best way for them to kill time.









亮点1




above 50%：百分之五十以上。摆数据是最好的论 据，而且考官喜欢有理有据地分析问题。







亮点2




kill time：消磨时间。







How do you think of news distortion?





I hate those fake news or distortions. I understand sometimes publishers make some changes or exaggerate the fact for selling their paper better. But it can give birth to some humongous misunderstandings or public panic.








亮点1




exaggerate the fact：夸大事实。






亮点2




it can give birth to some humongous misunderstandings or public panic：它可以滋生大量的误解和公众恐慌。







Why many people love to read entertainment news rather than political news?





Political news can't amuse people as entertainment news. Political news is always about something serious. Those who are tired after work need some joy and relaxation. That's the reason I guess.









亮点




Political news can't amuse people as entertainment news：政治新闻无法像娱乐新闻那样讨大家的欢心。一褒一 贬来体现你的观点。







Do you think it is good or bad to allow people to post their opinions about some news online?





The bright side is solid. There is no point for people to know the news if their right to react has been deprived. I know some irrational or drastic comments can be really nasty, but that's a chance for democracy to work things out.









亮点1




The bright side is solid：优势是毋庸置疑的。solid是 结实的意思，在这里可以作毋庸置疑来理解。







亮点2




irrational or drastic：不理智或极端的。drastic相信好 多同学都比较陌生，它是极端的，剧烈的，猛烈的意思。





老外如是说






看新闻是西方人生活中很重要的一个环节，他们把新闻分得很细致，也经常对新闻做 出积极的反应和评论。在聊新闻话题上中国考 生有点吃亏。我们希望你们对各式新闻都有自 己的看法。











26 信息技术 IT








口才突破








考生要时刻注意网上的时髦用语（如例题1中的 PDA），因为一旦被问到跟信息技术相关的问题，这些素材都是重磅炸弹。但需要注意的是，时髦用语只是用来点缀我们的语言风格，使其变得洋气，并不代表我们忽视正规的用语句式。
















开口试试看











■ How often do you use computer?





■ Do you use mobile phone?





■ What do you usually do online?





■ What are the advantages of surfing online?





■ What are the disadvantages of surfing online?





■ Where do you usually use computer?





■ How do you think of the information on the Internet?





■ How do old people get information?





■ Do old people love to use computers or Internet in China?





■ Do you like making friends on the Internet?

















How often do you use a computer?





My life is kind of depending on the computer now. PDA is bliss and a curse, because it helps me with working and saving data but takes away the majority of my leisure time, too.








亮点1




PDA is bliss and a curse：PAD是把双刃剑。bliss是祝福，curse是诅咒，既是祝福又是诅咒，这就是双刃剑。想要不落俗套，那就赶紧摆脱 two-side blade 吧！






亮点2




the majority of：大量的，大部分的。







Do you use mobile phone?




Yes, I use cell phone all the time, except exams and driving, of course. The mobile nowadays is so different than it was. It is a map, a game centre, a novel book and a walkman at the same time, so it's natural for me to use it.








亮点




It is a map, a game centre, a novel book and a walkman at the same time：它是集地图、游戏机、小说和随身听于一身的产品。以后如果遇到给多功能的东西下定义时都可以这样来说，而不是简单说成it can do this and also can do that。







What do you usually do online?





Checking my friends' profiles is always my first task. I think this is a good way to maintain my social network. To keep in touch with people and to share the information with them which is the spirit of Internet, isn't it?








亮点1




checking：查看，浏览。与look, see不同，check的目标非常不明确，有点像中文的“瞧一眼”。






亮点2




profile：页面。这个单词真正的意思是轮廓。但在国外生活过的同学都应该知道，Facebook的“个人主页”用的就是profile这个词。各位如果能说出这样的词绝对能让老外震惊。






亮点3




maintain my social network：维持我的朋友圈。social network 即社交网络。







What are the advantages of surfing online?





The biggest prize we get from surfing online is to establish the data base of our own. Just hear me out. You see, Internet is a gold mine; we all like to collect things from it, like pictures, jokes, articles or videos. So we just need to keep those links and we have a data base for our future use.








亮点1




Just hear me out：听我说完。这种地道的口语化表达会使老外误以为你是在英语国家长大的。






亮点2




Internet is a gold mine：互联网是座金矿山。言外之意是我还可以举很多类似的例子。






亮点3




we have a data base for our future use：我们就拥有了一个方便日后使用的数据库。







What are the disadvantages of surfing online?





I guess many people would vote for the radiation or wasting time, but none of them can compare with value-distortion that Internet provides. When we are checking those web pages, we are unconsciously changed by those so-called free-talks. Some of those opinions are extremely wrong or prejudiced.








亮点1




I guess many people would：我猜很多人都会……开头这样说势必在后面要来一个与众不同的转折。Nick很喜欢用这样的开头，是因为考官已经把大众化的答案听腻了，而在起初提到那些口水答案，转而给出新颖的东西绝对会吸引考官的注意力。






亮点2




radiation：辐射。






亮点3




value-distortion：价值观的扭曲。






亮点4




free-talks：自由的言论。







Where do you usually use computer?





I like to carry my laptop to the café and I have a good reason. That is, I can enjoy the café and free wifi. Call me crazy but it feels really cozy and modern in those nice decorated café stores.









亮点1




wifi：无线网络。时尚的你一定对这个词不陌生。






亮点2




call me crazy but：尽管说我疯狂吧，但是……经常看美剧或英剧的同学应该很熟悉这个表达吧？







How do you think of the information on the Internet?





The information is a mess in the web world. First, the amount of information is enormous. No wonder they call this age the age of information explosion. Second, the reliability of online news is dropping all the time. It's a huge party of truth and lie.









亮点1




the age of information explosion：信息爆炸的年代。






亮点2




reliability：可信度。






亮点3




It's a huge party of truth and lie：这就是实话与谎话的大杂烩。







How do old people get information?





They read. Newspaper is their favorite. The seniors not only read the titles but also spare no efforts analyze the content. Maybe that's why the old men are always wise.








亮点




spare no efforts：不遗余力做……







Do old people love to use computers or Internet in China?





They, hmm, I assume they don't. The elders in China had been through some really difficult time when they were young. Their focus right now is about life quality or the food. Computer or Internet is useless for them. If this is too theoretical, maybe my grandpa's example can convince you. He still believes iPad is a plate matt.








亮点1




had been through：经历了……比如：You have no idea what I have been through.（你根本不知道我经历过什么！）






亮点2




If this is too theoretical：如果这个东西理论性太强而不好理解的话。简单点说，我们可用这句话if this is too hard to understand来代替。






亮点3




He still believes iPad is a plate matt：我爷爷到现在还认为iPad只是个垫子。相信我，如果你这么说老外也会觉得囧的。







Do you like making friends on the Internet?





I like online friendship. The reason is as the same as we have pen pals, which is to share the secrets or burdens with some people without seeing them every day.








亮点1




pen pals：笔友。






亮点2




burdens：负担，担子。






老外如是说








不要仅说互联网是用来查信息的，可以多说说它是如何影响我们的。也可以说说由于互联网的存在，很多东西兴起或者消亡。这其中的很多关系都可以拿来分析。













27 兴趣 Hobby








口才突破








千万少说No！Nick已经听到过太多考生在被问及某些兴趣爱好时说No了，殊不知考官不愿听到这样消极的回答。我们可以选择不喜爱，但同时一定要给出合适的理由来调节谈话的气氛，比如表示自己不擅长某项活动，但补充说喜欢观看。
















开口试试看











■ Do you like dancing?





■ What kind of books do you like to read?





■ How long do you read books every day?





■ How do you think hobbies are important to us?





■ Do you think learning another language is good?





■ Besides English, what language would you like to learn?





■ Are there any differences between young people,s hobbies and the elders,?





■ Do you like collecting things?





■ And what did you collect in childhood?





■ Do you think the elders should get some new hobbies? What should they get?















Do you like dancing?





I do enjoy watching dancing performance while I know nothing about it. I was born at 80s, so the street dancing or so-called hiphop dancing art is kind of the culture of our generation.








亮点




so-called hiphop dancing art：所谓的嘻哈舞蹈艺术。







What kind of books do you like to read?





I read encyclopedia when I was young and I still love it now. It is a wonderful way to gain knowledge efficiently. I will definitely buy a decent encyclopedia for my future child.








亮点




encyclopedia：百科全书。如此学术的词汇还怕考官觉得你不够博学吗？







How long do you read books every day?





30 minutes before bed is my reading time and I find that is such a nice period for reading. People can't really get into the books and writer's mind unless they read between the lines in a quiet time and space.








亮点1




is my reading time：是我的读书时间。






亮点2




get into the books and writer's mind：走进书里，也走进作者的心里。






亮点3




between the lines：字里行间。read between the lines 也有读出言外之意的意思。







How do you think hobbies are important to us?





I see it as the point of living. A hobby is bliss and it fills our life. Maybe we are doing something else for career but we never forget what we really love to do for fun, do we?








亮点




A hobby is bliss and it fills our life：拥有兴趣爱好的人是幸运的，它可以充实我们的生活。







Do you think learning another language is good?





Absolutely it is good. The learning process can be very frustrating though. A foreign language is more than a science subject but a window to a greater world. If we can go through it, an exotic wonderland will appear.








亮点




A foreign language is more than a science subject but a window to a greater world：一门外语不仅仅是一种学科，而更像是通往更广阔世界的一扇窗口。







Besides English, what language would you like to learn?





I always want to learn Japanese. I know that a random European guy is able to speak several languages, so I just wonder why can't us. In addition, I find a lot of resemblances between Chinese and Japanese so I assume that's easy.








亮点1




resemblances：相似的地方。






亮点2




so I assume：所以我断定。assume是假设的意思。







Are there any differences between young people's hobbies and the elders'?





There are many, but the biggest difference is about sports hobbies. Young generation love the intense activities while our grandpas enjoy slow movements such as jogging. I totally understand this case and I do agree with this natural selection.








亮点1




Young generation love the intense activities while our grandpas enjoy slow movements such as jogging：年轻一代比较喜欢强度高的活动，而我们的爷爷们喜欢一些诸如慢跑的慢运动。最后那个慢跑和前面的活动进行对比。






亮点2




I totally understand this case：我完全理解。类似这样的表达还有 I totally agree with you.（我完全同意你的观点。）







Do you like collecting things?




It is interesting to collect things and I collect transportation tickets. I have loads of that in my house. No matter which city I traveled to, I would keep the bus tickets or the subway day pass for memory.








亮点1




loads of that：好多好多。loads of比lots of 表达的数量还要多。






亮点2




day pass：日票。某些在当天可以无限次乘坐的票据。







And what did you collect in childhood?




Once upon time, I was so engaged in collecting sea shells. That is just so exquisite. The strips and the texture are so amazing. I believe many kids have the similar memory of staring at a sea shell for a while.








亮点1




I was so engaged in：我很痴迷于。be engaged in，迁就于，痴迷于，被……给迷住了。






亮点2




strips：条纹。还记得美国的星条旗该如何表达吗？是the stars and stripes。strip和stripe都有条纹的含义，只有布料类的条纹才用stripe，其他用strip，千万不要弄混哦！







Do you think the elders should get some new hobbies? What should they get?





That's a brilliant idea. The life for senior citizens is not as colorful as young people now, so it is better to make a change. I guess they can write some brief autobiographies to review the past days or do some local talk shows to share some life experience.








亮点1




brief autobiographies：简短的自传。






亮点2




do some local talk shows to share some life experience：在当地的脱口秀节目来分享下生活经验。这样来说很时尚吧。






老外如是说








我已经听腻了说nothing了。作为一个西方人，我不知道中国的学生是怎么生活的，但我认为人活着没点兴趣那就太无聊了。而且不仅要有兴趣，最好还要全身心地投入进去，了解一点专业的知识。

















28 幸福 Happiness








口才突破








这一章节的内容很多都是2012年4月后出现的一些奇怪的题目，相信有心冲击高分的考生应该也有所耳闻。考生可以全面分析市民的幸福指数，如薪资水平、生活环境、是否有各种文艺活动、饮食等等。问到自己的幸福观时也可以谈论下挑战新鲜事物所带来的刺激感。
















开口试试看











■ What is happiness to you?





■ What do you usually do to make yourself happy?





■ How can people be happier when they work?





■ When is your happiest time during a day?





■ Why students nowadays are not happy?





■ How do you usually express your feeling when you are happy?





■ Do you think Chinese people are happy now? Why or why not?





■ What kind of person you want to become in the future?





■ Between what people think you are and what you really are, which one is more important?















What is happiness to you?





This is a question for the philosophers, isn't it? I just see happiness through the things that make me feel the sense of life, like the health of my parents, the support from friends or a meaningful life purpose, all of these.








亮点1




This is a question for the philosophers：这是给哲学家回答的问题吧！以后各位遇到棘手的问题就抛这句话给考官听。






亮点2




a meaningful life purpose：一个有意义的人生目标。







What do you usually do to make yourself happy?





If just happy-happy, an hour of video games would do. But for the real happiness, I would challenge something new, like learning an instrument or baking some snacks. I would be happy to see my own progress.








亮点1




happy-happy：就“快乐”那种快乐。这样的用法代表的是这个词原本的意思，没有什么言外之意。比如：“I don't want to have any drama”, “You mean drama-drama?”, “Of course, not!”（“我不想再有任何闹剧了！”“你是说戏剧的那种闹剧？”“当然不是！”）






亮点2




do：行了。这个地方的do只能意会，就是搞定了，OK 了，行了。







How can people be happier when they work?





If the salary condition remains still, a better working environment can work on employee's feeling. Just to decorate more potted landscapes and turn on some soft soothing music.








亮点1




If the salary condition remains still：如果薪水条件不变的话。别小看这句话，其实这就已经隐性地回答了问题，说出了让大家工作的更开心的一个条件是：涨薪水。






亮点2




work on employee's feeling：对员工的感受起作用。 work on作用于，对……起作用。






亮点3




potted landscapes：盆景。







When is your happiest time during a day?





The time that I wake up. A new day is always a gift. No matter what mistakes we made before or how yesterday sucks, we always can make a change as long as we have a new day.








亮点1




整篇文章。积极和励志什么的最讨人喜欢了。






亮点2




A new day is always a gift：新的一天永远是个礼物。






亮点3




suck：这个词是吮吸的意思，但用在一些地方代表……很糟糕，比如：This music sucks.（这音乐太烂了。）







Why students nowadays are not happy?





Even the whole society believes the reason is the homework or busy schedule, I do always believe it's the education system. This system doesn't really give much space to students to develop their own interests. Therefore, who will be happy when they are learning something they don't like?








亮点1




busy schedule：繁忙的日程安排。此外，我们还可以用hard来修饰。






亮点2




This system doesn,t really give much space to students：这个体系并没有给学生们太多的空间。







How do you usually express your feeling when you are happy?





I would write my blog or update my twitter status. In this way, my friends would share my happiness immediately no matter where they are. Or I just call my friends. Anyway, I have to let others know. Happiness is contagious and the best way to express it is to show it out.








亮点1




twitter：推特。老外用的微博。想让老外觉得亲切吗，那就赶紧多关注些外国知名网站吧，别总是新浪、QQ、人人轮番转了。






亮点2




Happiness is contagious：幸福是会传染的。contagious 是形容词，是有传染性的，会蔓延的意思。本身是形容各种疾病，但这个时候用来形容快乐，非常合适。







Do you think Chinese people are happy now? Why or why not?





Generally speaking, we are OK. I know people are complaining all the time about money, accommodation, transportation and all, but at least we are still minding our own business. We are not in war and Chinese people are up for better life quality and healthy life style. That's what we are happy for.








亮点1




we are OK：我们还好。谁敢再说一次just so so!






亮点2




we are still minding our own business：我们还是在忙自己的事情。mind是在意，关系的意思，mind one's business 有点“忙谁谁谁的事”或“经营好……”的意味。比如： Just mind your own business!（管好你自己就行了！）






亮点3




are up for：想要做…… be up for something 句型非常实用，一般指琢磨着做什么事情。







What kind of person you want to become in the future?





This question sounds like from my Dad. I want to be a life adventurer probably. I won't be staying in the office like a business man. On the contrary, I love to try different things and experience different stories instead. I won't say no to any chocolate in the box, you know what I'm saying?








亮点1




This question sounds like from my Dad：这个问题好像跟我老爸问的一样。言外之意就是，考官先生啊，您这问题也太有家长作风了吧。






亮点2




life adventurer：生活探险家。






亮点3




On the contrary：恰恰相反，连接前后两个鲜明的对比时绝对实用。






亮点4




I won't say no to any chocolate in the box：我不会对盒子里的任何一颗巧克力说不的。大家绝对都能看得出这一句话是在恶搞《阿甘正传》里面的名言Life is Like a box of chocolate, you never gonna know what you will get.







Between what other people think you are and what you really are, which one is more important?





This is tricky! Well, I would say the person who is in front of everybody is greater than the one inside. Indeed I should keep real and be true to myself, but my existence is also responsible for the friends and family. For their sake, I cannot merely focus on myself. You know, I'm nobody without them.








亮点1




This is tricky：这很棘手。tricky和difficult非常神似, 但tricky更强调抉择的那种艰难。






亮点2




the person who is in front of everybody is greater：那个出现在大家面前的人更重要。这样来指代“the person that people want me to be”会更委婉。






亮点3




For their sake：看在……的面子上，由于……的原因。






老外如是 说








我的天啊，没想到雅思会有这样的题目。在这个问题上我想中国人和外国人应该是一样的，都希望自己和家人过得更好，而且可能中国人对于幸福的一些理解会更深刻。Nick跟我提过：很多中国人认为“吃亏是福”，我完全不知道他在讲什么，希望你们知道。








  





29 学科 Subject








口才突破








和兴趣爱好一样，尽量不要说自己学习的专业很 boring。如果考生是高中生，则可以描述下以后想学习的专业。热爱该专业的谈资有很多，如社会缺少这样的人才，自己在这方面有这很多资源或有着非常特殊的启蒙经历等。
















开口试试看











■ What is your major?





■ What is your favorite subject?





■ Do you need computers while studying at school?





■ Do you think your major is popular in China?





■ Which subject is not necessary in your school?





■ Are there many people to learn your major?





■ Is it easy to find jobs after finishing your major?















What is your major?





I am studying Finance now. People would say I'm lucky because I chose a popular major or I have a promising career future, but they have no idea how tough the life filled with nothing but numbers and data analysis could be.








亮点1




promising：有前途的。虽然这个词和 promise 非常形似，但它和承诺没丝毫的关系。






亮点2




but they have no idea how tough the life filled with nothing but numbers and data analysis could be：但是他们想象不到除了数字就是数据分析什么都没有的日子是多么难过！ tough在这里不是坚强，而是艰难的意思。nothing but是个很好用的短语，表示仅有……







What is your favorite subject?





I had some elective classes in college, which could really light up my interests, like my favorite photographing. The great part of this subject is that we are required to travel and observe beautiful sights. I guess nobody will refuse that.








亮点1




elective classes：选修课。此外，别忘了必修课是 compulsory class。






亮点2




light up：点亮，点燃。这个词采用的是一种通感的手法，你可以说的再有视觉感一点，比如：This class really sets me on fire.（这门课简直是让我热血沸腾。）







Do you need computers while studying at school?




It's 21st century now, using computers is just as normal as using ink. In addition, we are asked to search some information online or doing studying projects. Students can't finish any charts or tables without digital help. 









亮点1




using computers is just as normal as using ink：使用电脑跟使用墨水一样平常了。这个类比很恰当，因为使用电脑和使用墨水都表示在学习或书写时需要借助的工具，将两样东西放在一起类比感觉非常直观。






亮点2




charts or tables：图表和表格。







Do you think your major is popular in China?





Finance is crazily popular around domestic regions. I don't remember since when, almost every Chinese college students started to have this finance fever. I guess the reason is the demand of marketing and business boosting.








亮点1




I don't remember since when：我都不记得从什么时候开始。每当学生在说一个时间点的时候总是转着眼睛开始用英语数数，这句话希望能帮到在英语学习上数学不好的同学们。






亮点2




have this finance fever：中了这股金融风的邪。fever 是发烧，感冒的意思。但在英语里，have … fever就等于迷恋上……，被……给蛊惑了一样。如果各位关注美国的娱乐新闻，去年全美青少年都得了Biber fever（贾斯丁·比伯热）。






亮点3




boosting：刺激，迅速发展。







Which subject is not necessary in your school?





We all agree the subject of computer using is not that needed. Because we are living in a world full of PDA and IT carriers, students are familiar with those ages ago. Unless the school gives some real special technologies or skills like programming, or we just don't have to waste time on something we all know.








亮点1




PDA：personal digital assistant, 个人数码助理。这个词潮爆了有没有！






亮点2




IT carriers：信息技术载体。carrier是个非常实用的单词，表示载体。我们可以举一反三，比如：culture carrier（文化载体），需要注意的是，carrier前一定得是名词。






亮点3




ages ago：听烦了long long ago的同学请默默学习。







Are there many people to learn your major?





As I said, my major is quite popular, so the number of students is not supposed to be small. As far as I know, this number is still growing. I hope this trend would stop for a while, otherwise, I will have a lot of competitors later on.








亮点1




so the number of students is not supposed to be small：所以学生的人数不会少的。be supposed to 的意思是应该，理应。






亮点2




later on：之后，后来，不久的将来。这个on加得很传神，有一种延续的感觉。







Is it easy to find jobs after finishing your major?





For now it's OK. There are plenty of job positions for people who are specialized in our major and this is the reason why this subject is popular. But I am afraid job hunting is more about the ability rather than the major popularity.








亮点1




For now it's OK：到现在还好。有多少次，Nick老师听到just so so都有一种想拍桌子的冲动。OK这个词很积极，而且加上for now的限定，又表示出一种严谨的态度，比so so 不知好到哪里去了。






亮点2




rather than：而不是。这个地方是承接一个转折关系，强调能力的重要性。






老外如是说








尽量在学科范畴内多说些自己对于该学科的期望和感受。因为国外的小孩子很小就很在意将来学什么，为什么学等这些问题。







  

 



30 学校 School








口才突破








与学科不同的是，在这一章里考生需要思考学校带给我们的影响，包括环境，与家的距离，待改进的地方等。相信很多人都会提到学校可以给我们带来知识，其实我们可以避开这些老生常谈的素材，转而谈谈学校教育的弊端，如实践机会少或没有太多艺术课程等。我们也可以谈学校对于社交网络建立的帮助，这些都是新鲜得让考官咂舌的素材。
















开口试试看











■ Are you a student?





■ What kind of school do you attend?





■ Do you like your school?





■ How do you go to school every day?





■ Is there anything you would like to change about your school?





■ Why school is important to us?





■ How long do Chinese students stay at school one day?





■ Where is your favorite place in your school?





■ Besides knowledge, what else do you get from school?





■ Does your school usually hold some activities?





■ Do you think it is good to have equal number of girls and boys in school?















Are you a student?





Yes, I'm still in the ivory tower so far, but there are only 2 years before I graduate from university, so I'm about to earn the bread very soon.








亮点




I'm still in the ivory tower so far：我现在还在象牙塔里。表示现在还没进入社会，仍然在读书呢。用 ivory tower 暗指school，文艺气息一下子就展现出来了。







What kind of school do you attend?





The school I'm going to is very famous in China for its finance major and its name has been on the top of the university rank. So it attracts the students from every corner of the country. But the surroundings are nothing special than any other places.








亮点1




its name has been on the top of the university rank：它在大学排名榜上名列前茅。






亮点2




from every corner of the country：来自祖国的各个地方。







Do you like your school?





Sure, particularly for living there. I will not complain about the surroundings and facilities, because these are already super. But about the software, I mean the curriculums and the data source in the library are probably less super.








亮点1




I will not complain：我无法抱怨……这是很好的一种表达“I'm happy about…”的说法。






亮点2




curriculums and the data source in the library are probably less super：课程和图书馆里的数据库就没那么赞了。前面一句话里夸硬件super，这里不满意，用个less super 呼应一下。







How do you go to school every day?





My dormitory is right next to the school. It only takes a few minutes to walk. I used to ride a bike when I was a high school student, well, I do miss the feeling that the views and summer breeze pass me by.








亮点




I do miss the feeling that the views and summer breeze pass me by：我的确很想念风景和夏日暖风拂过全身的感觉。营造一种美好的意境，让考官同你一起陶醉其中。







Is there anything you would like to change about your school?





I am not very happy with the school café. It is a burden of thinking about going to the crowded dining hall. Also, the food is not what I expected or at least not what I am familiar with. I wish, for the student's good, school leaders can give more budget share to build more canteens and recruit some chefs from different regions soon.








亮点1




It is a burden of thinking about going to the crowded dining hall：想到去拥挤的食堂吃饭我就头大。burden是负担的意思。






亮点2




school leaders can give more budget share to build more canteens and recruit some chefs from different regions soon：学校领导可以划出更多的预算来建设更多的食堂，并尽快召集一些不同地域的厨师。







Why school is important to us?





Because that's the place we get necessary practical training and theoretical knowledge. In this way, school is the stairway to the society and individual success. It's especially true for a country with a big population since schooling is no more a game.








亮点1




theoretical knowledge：理论知识。






亮点2




stairway to the society and individual success：通往社会和自我成功的阶梯。stairway to是很好的一个表达，表示“通向……的阶梯”。






亮点3




schooling is no more a game：教育已经不再是个游戏了。schooling 在这里表示培训或教育。







How long do Chinese students stay at school one day?





A Chinese high school student can spend a whole day time in school, because there are some self-study sections pre or after the real lessons and students would love to enjoy studying with friends rather than staying with parents. 亮点 pre or after the real lessons：在正式上课之前或之后。pre-是一个很好的词缀，代表……之前，前期的……这样的用法比before更加的简洁，更像口语。









Where is your favorite place in your school?





I would say the basketball court is my zone. That's not only the place I release all the resentments caused by studying, but also the area of free speech. So, sweat, sport and social talk make the basketball court a heaven.








亮点1




basketball court is my zone：篮球场就是我的领地。






亮点2




I release all the resentments caused by studying：我释放了所有学习带来的怨念。






亮点3




sweat, sport and social talk make the basketball court a heaven：汗水、运动和社交让篮球场变成了一个天堂。







Besides knowledge, what else do you get from school?





Knowing different kinds of people is another treasure of school. It's like an investment, for example, I gained a group of classmates who could be my business partners or colleagues. They are the potential professional help and companions. Also, my teachers or professors will always be spiritual guides.








亮点1




They are the potential professional help and companions：他们是潜在的专业援助，也是好伙伴。






亮点2




spiritual guides：灵魂导师。在一些人生规划或人生观价值观上对自己有帮助的人。







Does your school usually hold some activities?





We do have some student organizations and the school also encourages us to initiate some activities, like the “Campus Idol”, “Student's Got Talent”, “Debate Competition”, you name it. The only thing we haven't done yet is to put these shows on cable.








亮点1




“Campus Idol”，“Student's Got Talent”：“校园偶像”，“学生达人秀”。这么明显的恶搞，各位应该明白 Nick的用意了，就是要秀知识面和幽默感。






亮点2




put these shows on cable：放到电视上播出。cable本意是指线，电缆，在这里指的是有线电视。在国外生活，有一项费用就是有线电视费(cable fee)。







Do you think it is good to have equal number of girls and boys in school?





This is stupid. Students are here for studying which is not very much gender relevant. But speaking of which, it's easy to make friends in that case though.








亮点




which is not very much gender relevant：这和性别没什么关系。 be not … relevant，请大家牢记这个句型。






老外如是说








在国外的大学里，学生如果没有一技之长是一件不太光彩的事情。所以大家都很注重各自能力的培养，体育，科学或是艺术方面的才能都可以。大学里也有很多的社团活动。考生可以大胆地说出自己的想法以及对学校的看法。













31 颜色 Colour








口才突破








当所有人都说red，你说crimson时你就赢了；当所有人都说blue，你说azure时你就赢了；当别人都说红色在中国代表幸福，你说用红色的衣服来显示自己的气质时，你就赢了。发现了吧，颜色说得越具体就越有生命力，但更有趣的是要讲出你对这个颜色偏爱的原因以及各种颜色能给我们带来怎样的情绪和联想。
















开口试试看











■ How is colour important to us?





■ What colour is your favorite?





■ What colour is Chinese people's favorite?





■ Do some colours mean anything? Give an example.





■ How do you think of the colours in latest fashion?





■ What benefit we can get through colours?





■ What are the advantages of seeing different kinds of colours?





■ Do you like to read colourful printed books or black and white books?

















How is colour important to us?





Colour is the remedy for visual tiredness and it can trigger our imaginations, like we all like to associate with sky or ocean when we see blue, which creates a calm environment unconsciously in our heads.








亮点1




Colour is the remedy for visual tiredness：色彩是视觉疲劳的解药。我们完全可以无限制地复制这个句型，比如： Computer game is the remedy for my tiredness.（电子游戏是我疲劳的解药。）






亮点2




unconsciously：无意识地。







What colour is your favorite?





I love the colour of khaki. It is a typical jack-of-all-trades in the world of colours. It goes well with any other colours and that's why most of the furniture or curtains are in khaki.








亮点1




khaki：卡其色, 读音和car key是一模一样的。






亮点2




jack-of-all-trades：多面手，专指各个方面都可以应对的人, 把这样的一个名分献给很好搭衣服的卡其色再合适不过了。







What colour is Chinese people's favorite?





Crimson has been on the top of the list for centuries, because we have this tradition that red means prosperity and passion. It also explains why the lanterns, paper cutting or even our national flag are all in red.








亮点1




Crimson has been on the top of the list for centuries：红色已经几个世纪都是我们的最爱了。on the top of the list是代替favorite最好的词。






亮点2




It also explains why the lanterns, paper cutting or even our national flag are all in red：这也就解释了为什么灯笼、剪纸，甚至我们的国旗都是红色的了。







Do some colours mean anything? Give an example.




Indeed, different colors tell us different stories. Take pink for instance, it means cuteness. Nobody would think pink is dangerous. On the contrary, black is always covered with anxiety. 









亮点1




different colours tell us different stories：不同的颜色给我们讲述的是不同的故事。这里没有说give us different feelings, story这个词用在这里表达的意味非常微妙，下面接的话也可长可短。






亮点2




black is always covered with anxiety：黑色总是蒙着一层焦虑。be covered with就是被……覆盖的意思，这是另一种代替give us … feeling的说法。







How do you think of the colours in latest fashion?





I don't know much about the colours in the fashion world. But I guess I won't really approve the trend that everyone dresses in the same colour only because it's fashionable. We have our own right to choose colours and identify what is fashion.








亮点1




I won't really approve the trend：我不是特别认同这样的趋势。






亮点2




We have our own right to choose colours and identify what is fashion：我们有权利去选择颜色并定义时尚。对于不是设计专业的我们，每当被问起为什么喜欢这种颜色或那种格调时，这句话就是我们对时尚给出的最好诠释。







What benefits we can get through colours?





Colours can be used as guiding signals. This usage largely improves our daily working efficiency. The most apparent example is the traffic light. Those green or red bubbles are running the system quietly day and night.








亮点




Those green or red bubbles are running the system quietly day and night：这些绿色和红色的灯泡日夜默默无闻地维系着这套系统的良好运行。用“绿色和红色的灯泡”来表示交通灯，看似繁琐，实则突出了这些颜色在视觉上的直观。







What are the advantages of seeing different kinds of colours?





The advantage is about switching moods. Seeing colourful images naturally triggers us some colourful emotions. Our eyes are like two perky and naughty children, they love to have something new all the time.








亮点1




The advantage is about switching moods：优势在于可以调换心情。switch这个词本意是转换，就好像开关一样。用在这里有一种调节，舒缓的意思。






亮点2




Our eyes are like two perky and naughty children：我们的眼睛就好像两个活泼调皮的孩子。这句话为后面的“have something new all the time”埋下了伏笔。







Do you like to read colourful printed books or black and white books?





If we are talking about magazines, it'd better be colourful. Since I just want to finish it in a short notice and I only want to see something eye-catching. But if I read novels or fictions, I don't want to be distracted by those pictures.








亮点1




in a short notice：在短时间内。






亮点2




eye-catching：吸引眼球的。相信我，如果情形需要，可以用任何词组来搭配-catching，比如：This music is quite ear-catching.（这音乐太好听了。）






亮点3




be distracted by：被……给分散了注意力。






老外如是说







每个国家用颜色的传统都有很多故事，同样，每个人也有自己的习惯。这些都是交谈时必须要准备的素材。





   





32 影视 Movies/TV








口才突破








Nick在这里提醒各位电影爱好者，在看大片的时候一定一定要记得电影的英语名字。要知道考官不会认为你看过的《生化危机》叫Bio-Chemistry Crisis ，它叫Resident Evil 。甚至国产电影也要记得它的英文名字，比如《东邪西毒》不叫Evil East and Toxic West ，它叫Ashes of Time 。除了电影的类型，考生还可以大胆描述自己对其的看法，如太商业，太假等，能举出例子就更好了。
















开口试试看











■ Do you like watching movies?





■ How often do you go to the cinema?





■ Do you prefer to watch movies at home or in the cinema?





■ What kind of movies do you like to watch?





■ How do you feel about documentary movies?





■ Do you watch English films? Do you often use the subtitles?





■ What is your favorite TV programme type?





■ How many hours do you spend on watching TV every day?





■ Why don't the teenagers nowadays watch TV that much?





■ What is your favorite channel?















Do you like watching movies?





Well, I can count out the actresses' and actors, names like my family members and I even buy DVD after watching the films in the cinema. So what do you say about if I like movies or not?








亮点1




I can count out the actresses' and actors' names like my family members：我可以把演员的名字数得跟我家人的名字一样熟练。






亮点2




So what do you say about if I like movies or not？所以你说我喜欢不喜欢电影啊？这样贱贱地反问简直太是我的菜了。







How often do you go to the cinema?




Basically I visit the cinema every another Tuesday. Because we all know Tuesday night is the half-price night. It's not that often but this frequency is quite enough for pleasing my appetite.









亮点1




Tuesday night is the half-price night：周二晚上是半价。国际惯例，老外们也有周二晚上看电影的习惯。






亮点2




pleasing my appetite：满足我的胃口。







Do you prefer to watch movies at home or in the cinema?





People say my home is my castle, so it's naturally cozy to watch a film at home. What's more, the 10,000 RMB stereo system in my house is a mini type cinema to me.








亮点1




my home is my castle：我的家就是我的城堡。表示我可以完全无压力地在家里享受生活。






亮点2




stereo system：音响系统。








What kind of movies do you like to watch?





I dig the animation movies. I have to say animations are not children's patents. Adults can also be inspired by some animation movies. My favorite movie is Toy Story made by Disney.








亮点1




dig：挖掘，在这里是非常喜欢……的意思。如果有听过ABBA的名曲Dancing Queen ，那一定会记得有一句歌词“dig in the dancing queen”，就是用dig表达喜爱的用法。






亮点2




animations are not children's patents：动画片不仅是孩子们的专利。patent是专利的意思。







How do you feel about documentary movies?





I personally think it is dull and boring. But don't get me wrong, I am not saying it's stupid. I just cannot get any joy that movies are supposed to produce. Besides the knowledge, documentary movies are so plain.








亮点1




dull and boring：又闷又无聊。dull本身是迟钝，不灵光的意思。在这里指代不刺激，无法让人兴奋起来。也可以用这个词来形容人，比如：Nick is pretty dull.（Nick总是慢半拍。）






亮点2




plain：平淡的，不出奇的。用它来形容饭菜的味道寡淡，人的性格无奇，事情进展波澜不惊都是很合适的。







Do you watch English films? Do you often use the subtitles?





I'm not only watching them, I study them. English films can be regarded as my second text book. I love to learn the original Western culture and language through the lines. About that subtitle thing, I won't lie about this. I need it, sometimes; I desperately need it to help me get through the cultural gap.








亮点1




English films can be regarded as my second text book：英文电影可以称得上是我的第二本教科书了。以后描述任何一项可以教自己知识的事物的时候，都可以把这个美誉送给它，比如：TV is my second text book.（电视是我的第二本教科书。）






亮点2




lines：台词。






亮点3




I desperately need it to help me get through the cultural gap：我急切地需要它（字幕）来帮我跨越文化鸿沟。cultural gap指的是文化上的不对称。get through是通过，战胜，度过的意思。







What is your favorite TV programme type?





I like to watch talk show, such as The Ellen Show or The Daily Show with Jon Stewart. It's just amazing to watch the hosts play with words and inspire audience.








亮点1




The Ellen Show or The Daily Show with Jon Stewart：《艾伦秀》或者《每日秀》。《艾伦秀》是非常著名的档脱口秀节目，女主持的言语非常犀利滑稽。《每日秀》也是一档非常强大的新闻形式的脱口秀节目，Jon Stewart是在美国极受欢迎的喜剧主持人之一，曾经主持过奥斯卡颁奖典礼。这两位主持人与他们的节目构成了英美人周末电视生活的全部。






亮点2




play with words：玩弄文字。







How many hours do you spend on watching TV every day?




One hour is quite enough for me. 15 minutes for news, 30 minutes for shows and dramas, 10 minutes for weather forecast and 5 minutes for advertising and channel switching. It's already too good. 









亮点




15 minutes for news, 30 minutes for shows and dramas, 10 minutes for weather forecast and 5 minutes for advertising and channel switching：15分钟看新闻，30分钟看电视剧，10分钟看天气预报，再用5分钟来看广告和换台。用这样具体到分钟的表达来回答题目，我们的潜台词是：考官先生，您还想知道点啥？







Why don't the teenagers nowadays watch TV that much?





Because of the Internet invasion, young boys and girls love to search for the information actively instead of getting things passively. No need to mention kids can also enjoy TV programs on the computer screen.








亮点1




Internet invasion：互联网入侵。invade 本是多用在战争场合的一个词汇，用在这里十分传神地表达了互联网与人们生活的密切关系。






亮点2




passively：被动地，消极地。







What is your favorite channel?





The television in my house is always locked on the shopping channel. I even rather hide the remote for keeping the channel on. The reason is so obvious; I love to appreciate all kinds of products without paying money or going out.








亮点1




is always locked on：被锁定在。这词一般用在导弹在发射前锁定目标的时候，不过用来形容锁定电视机频道也是没有问题的。






亮点2




I even rather hide the remote for keeping the channel on：我甚至为了一直看这个频道而把遥控器藏起来。






老外如是说








主要问题就是大家只会说功夫片，成龙，素材非常贫乏。即便在说最近大热的年轻明星时也完全说不出特色。在这个话题里，考生们最需要的是见闻。













33 游戏 Game








口才突破








同电影类话题一样，中国考生最大的缺陷就是想当然地认为考官知道什么是DOTA，什么是CS。如果考生能把其类型、特点以及这些游戏的时代重要性讲出来，那就一定是一段非常优秀的答案了。此外，童年时期的游戏给我们带来的好处除了开发智力外，千万别忘了那是塑造我们开朗性格和锻炼交流技巧的必经阶段。PS：在读这一章时，各位拍砖要轻哦，因为Nick使用了各种反讽的手法来揭露游戏的弊端，不知道广大游戏迷们会不会恨死我。
















开口试试看











■ Do you like playing games?





■ In your opinion, do video games belong to the game category?





■ What is your favorite game in your childhood?





■ What are the advantages of playing games?





■ What are the disadvantages of playing games?





■ Do you play video games?





■ How many hours do you usually spend on playing games every day?





■ Why don't children nowadays do less outdoor games?





■ Who did you play with when you were a child?





■ Do you think it is good or bad to play online game?















Do you like playing games?





As a boy with an ideal childhood, game is by no means a strange word to me. I used to spend whole night playing video games, or playing some outdoor games with others. In my early ages, I even couldn't tell the differences between weekends and games.








亮点1




by no means：不可能，绝对不是。这个词组的用法很简单，把它完全当成impossible就好了。






亮点2




I even couldn't tell the differences between weekends and games：我已经分不出周末和游戏的区别了。tell在这里的意思是区分。比如：Can you tell us apart?（你能区分我们俩吗？）







In your opinion, do video games belong to the game category?





I do believe so and I also believe my answer can speak for the majority of my peers. As we all know, the 80s babies were born in the age of modern technology and we have grown with video games, Nintendo, Xbox, PSP, you can just name it. It is hard for us to say “No, it is not a game.”








亮点1




my answer can speak for the majority of my peers：我的答案可以代表大部分同龄人的观点。speak for 在这里是代表的意思，如果大家看过动画电影《老雷斯的故事》，那就会熟悉那句台词“I speak for the trees!”






亮点2




Nintendo, Xbox, PSP：我不需要翻译这三个单词吧？男生们都很熟悉。女生们需要注意，既然说到了电子游戏，那就积累一点时尚的素材，这样的素材如果女生说出来，对考官的震撼力会更大。







What is your favorite game in your childhood?





I hope it will not be weird if I tell you my favorite childhood game is playing houses. It is funny because I was the youngest in the neighborhood and other little friends lived with us all happened to be girls. It is so embarrassing but also sweet when I recall this game.








亮点1




I hope it will not be weird if：我希望如果……，不会显得太奇怪。weird是古怪，奇怪的意思。这样的开头很谦和，后面给出的素材就可以尺度放得大一些。






亮点2




happened to be：碰巧……比如：I happen to be a dog person.（我刚好是个喜欢狗的人。）







What are the advantages of playing games?





Different games give us different profits. Take outdoor games for example, the appropriate exercise directly keeps us fit, not even mention bonding with friends. Even the video games also help us to activate the brain.








亮点1




bonding with：和……增进感情。bond有纽带的含义。在很多情况下，它可以代替relationship，比如：family bond （亲情），go bonding with…（和……增进感情）






亮点2




activate the brain: 开发大脑。activate是激活，使……动起来的意思。这样的表达可以更好地表现电脑游戏对智力的帮助。







What are the disadvantages of playing games?





Many people are convinced that wasting time is the biggest drawback about games. In fact, I believe the real disadvantage is the addiction. No matter psychical or video games, more or less, people would get addicted to it. Apparently, people cannot do things well when their minds are still with the games.








亮点1




are convinced：使……信服的。convince是使……相信的意思，所以在很多情况下都是使用其被动语态来表示“我相信……”（I am convinced that…）






亮点2




more or less：或多或少。






亮点3




get addicted to it：对其上了瘾。比如：I get addicted to watching TV.（我对看电视上了瘾。）






亮点4




people cannot do things well when their minds are still with the games：在大脑还想着游戏的时候人们是无法把事情做好的。加分点在their minds are still with，完全可以用其替代miss。







Do you play video games?





I certainly do. You have to understand that I don't want to be left out. But speaking of which, it is not easy for us to get rid of video games. The reason can be easily unveiled when you take a look around: cell phones, laptops, some sorts of advertisements, we actually are surrounded by video games.








亮点1




I don't want to be left out：我不想被淘汰。be left out 是指被抛弃，被大部队甩掉了。






亮点2




speaking of which：说起来。这个完全可以当作各位的口头语，感觉很自然，比如：Speaking of which, you owe me money.（话说回来，你还欠我钱呢!）






亮点3




get rid of：除掉，戒掉……一般在对某种东西非常不喜欢并且想把它清理掉的情况下使用，比如：Everyone needs to get rid of the cell phones in my class.（所有人在我的课上都不能用手机。）






亮点4




unveiled：被揭示了。veil是面纱，加上前缀un就是动词揭示的意思了。







How many hours do you usually spend on playing games every day?





The time has not been measured yet, but it has to be less than 2 hours, I guess. I am a full time student after all, who are desperate to find the future. I cannot count my life on playing this. And also, I will get bored after 2 hours.








亮点




I cannot count my life on playing this：我这辈子不能靠玩这个过活啊！count on等于rely on或depend on，但更有“指望”的意味。







Why don't children nowadays do less outdoor games?





So many reasons, I even don't know where to start. Firstly, thanks to the urbanization, kids enjoy more skyscrapers rather than basketball courts. Secondly, also thanks to Internet, children are able to travel around the world without moving a step. Finally, the credit goes to the school that provides children with endless homework.








亮点




全篇。翻译如下“太多原因了，我都不知道从哪里开始说起。首先，感谢城市化让孩子享受更多的摩天大楼而不是篮球场。第二，也感谢互联网让他们足不出户就可以周游世界。最后，功劳也得算学校一份，他们给孩子们布置了做不完的作业。”这是这本书里Nick最喜欢的一个答案，全篇闪烁着反讽的光辉。







Who did you play with when you were a child?





Besides the neighborhood friends, I also play with my parents. They were incredibly patient. It is good to play with family members because they know their children well and also love to drop some knowledge while playing. See, I learnt ice is harder than snow ball after we sent my Dad to the hospital while we were playing a snow fight.








亮点




I learnt ice is harder than snow ball after we sent my Dad to the hospital while we were playing a snow fight：在打雪仗时把老爸送进了医院以后，我懂得了冰块比雪块硬。有一种幽默叫做黑色幽默，而且这种幽默特别符合英国人的口味。从这道题目的答案就可以看出，在雅思口语的考场上，说话的风格是蛮自由的。







Do you think it is good or bad to play online games?





It is a mission impossible for me to find a shinning point about online games. Let's figure them out, despite the harms for the eyes and fingers, online games usually charge money. Also, the language abuse is another notorious issue. But do you know what the most unforgivable part is? The happiness is actually depending on the speed of accessing to the Internet but not the game!








亮点1




language abuse：恶语相向，脏话，辱骂。






亮点2




The happiness is actually depending on the speed of accessing to the Internet but not the game：快乐源自网速，而不是游戏本身！






老外如是说








好像所有的中国学生都在玩WOW和DOTA，这是最大的问题，因为所有的人都没有什么特色。而且我就算是继续询问他们为什么喜欢玩，怎么玩，具体有哪些好玩的地方，中国学生也不知道如何回答。在这个问题上，女生的答案还多样一点。


















34 运动 Sports








口才突破








相信很多考生都已经开始尝试谈论极限运动等新鲜素材了，Nick在这里还是要提醒大家，无论哪种运动，都要谈及它的特色和自己对这项运动的钟爱。同样，我们也可以另辟蹊径，谈论下科技发展对运动的影响，现代人运动量不够的原因。
















开口试试看











■ What sports do you usually do to keep fit?





■ How often do you do sports?





■ Do you like sports?





■ What sports do you like to try in the future?





■ What is the most popular sport in China?





■ Where do you usually do sports?





■ When is the best time for doing exercise?





■ How much money would you spend on doing sports?





■ Is swimming popular in China?





■ What is the best sport for old people?





■ Do you have swimming class in the school?





■ Are there any traditional sports in China?





■ If you are good at one sport, will you go for the competition?





■ How do sports benefit us?















What sports do you usually do to keep fit?





Since I heard swimming can burn the fat most efficiently, I have been doing it all the way down here. Indeed, swimming corrects breathing methods and consumes huge amount of calories.








亮点1




burn the fat：燃烧脂肪。有多少同学，尤其是女同学，希望用各国语言来表达对于脂肪的厌恶。






亮点2




all the way down here：一路下来。这句话一般是经过某个漫长的过程，回头看看自己的心路历程时使用的，语气偏沉重。






亮点3




consumes huge amount of calories：消耗大量的热量。calories相信各位都知道是卡路里的意思，学术范儿也是博得对方欣赏的一个因素。







How often do you do sports?





I go to gyms only once or twice a week. I know this exercise output can merely get my limbs stretched, but this is the best I can do while my schedule is nearly fully occupied.








亮点




but this is the best I can do while my schedule is nearly fully occupied：但这是我能在自己的时间几乎被占满的情况下能做的最好的状态了。







Do you like sports?





(Version 1) Sport is like the blood pumping through my veins. I love it and I think nobody would say something different. Though I'm not doing it quite often, sport is always there.








亮点1




Sport is like the blood pumping through my veins：运动就像涌动在我血管中的血液一样。把运动比作血管中的血液，极其简单的一个比喻却把对运动的热爱表达得淋漓尽致。






亮点2




sport is always there: 运动永远陪伴我。这个there不是那里的意思，而是“在身边”的意思。比如迈克·杰克逊很著名的一首歌《我会陪着你》(I'll be there )







Do you like sports?





(Version 2) I guess not too many people would love to admit they are not into sport. I love sports not only because it is a health helper, but also for the very charm of it. As for these reasons, my favorite is X-sport, you know, bungee jump or sky diving stuff. I am addicted to the adrenalin rush when I do this sport.








亮点1




X-sport：极限运动。新颖的素材就等于让你赢在了起跑线上。






亮点2




adrenalin rush：肾上腺的涌动。让4分的考生去用 excited吧。







What sports do you like to try in the future?





I have crush on parkour after I watched some video clips on YouTube. It is a sport training people how to move fast and safely while running in different circumstances. Because it involves jumping off a building and climbing walls, it looks dangerous but cool indeed, perhaps I will have a private parkour coach before I get too old for that.








亮点1




video clips：视频片段。clip的使用率在国外非常高，也可以用footage，但footage一般用于描述监控录像。






亮点2




dangerous but cool：危险却很酷。单词不是亮点，但前后一贬一褒的结构非常到位。






亮点3




before I get too old for that：在我变得更老之前。







What is the most popular sport in China?





Basketball is the thing at the moment and I believe the popularity of this sport will not go down easily. May be Yao Ming catalyzed this phenomenon, because he knocked the door of NBA for us. That's the big bang.








亮点1




Basketball is the thing at the moment：篮球是目前流行的运动。the thing at the moment 就是目前流行的事物。比如：This hair style is the thing at the moment.（这样的发型现在很火的。）






亮点2




catalyzed：催化。句子因为这个词而提升了价值。






亮点3




big bang：大爆炸。这个是利用宇宙大爆炸的意向来代表“……的开始”，比如：This is the big bang for me to fall in love with music.（这是我对音乐喜爱的开端。）







Where do you usually do sports?





I go to the gyms. That's the with all kinds of equipments, so I won't get bored by doing the same exercise. What's more, gym is a nice place for people to know each other. Apparently, those public sport arenas are not good options in China. You have no idea how it feels like when you swim in a pool of human being, I mean literally pool of human being, so I would rather pay for the gym. At least I can enjoy the professional service and quiet environment.








亮点1




with：这个介词的使用让句子的主语非常充实。






亮点2




swim in a pool of human being：在人群中游泳。重点不在那个pool，而在swim，这个动词让人多彻底变成了一种可视的状态。






亮点3




literally pool of human being：人的海洋啊，真真正正人的海洋啊。强调句的威力不容小视。






亮点4




professional service, quiet environment：专业的服务和安静的环境。完善我们的答案需要具体的例子或信息。







When is the best time for doing exercise?





Scientifically speaking, morning is the best time, because human body needs a boost to speed up the metabolism. The only problem is the incredible laziness while we are waking up. So I think if we can conquer this, morning is perfect for exercise.








亮点




The only problem is the incredible laziness while we are waking up：唯一的问题就是当我们起床时那无法抗拒的惰性。PS.说到各位的心坎上了吧？







How much money would you spend on doing sports?





This is a sad question, sir/ma'am, because the price of those gyms are getting higher while the facilities are getting more professional. To me, I may pay 3,000 to buy an annual membership, that's where I draw a line.








亮点1




3,000 to buy an annual membership：我愿意花3 000块去买个年卡。3 000是个很具体的数字。雅思的规则就是需要具体、清晰。另一个小技巧是annual，代替了per year。






亮点2




that's where I draw a line：这就是我的底线了。







Is swimming popular in China?





Swimming is popular around those coastal cities, not so much in the deep mainland, because it costs too much to maintain a swimming pool without a big group of swimming fans there.








亮点




not so much in the deep mainland：在大陆内部就没那么流行了。沿海和内陆的分析比较听起来更有说服力。







What is the best sport for old people?





Chinese grandpas and grandmas love to try Taichi, I think it's quite nice for the seniors. This sport is tender and slow. It's more like Yoga with Chinese Kongfu art.








亮点




It's more like Yoga with Chinese Kongfu art：更像是带着中国功夫的瑜伽。这道题玩的是混搭范儿！







Do you have swimming class in the school?





We do have PE class, but the school never taught us swimming skills because of its particularity: time consuming. Students usually have a lot of assignments to do, they can't afford time on taking showers or changing swimming suits. Also, it's risky to play in the water though.








亮点




particularity：特质，特性。







Are there any traditional sports in China?





Sure, we actually have a festival for it, it's the Dragon Boat Festival. It's a boating sport with a long long history. The dragon boat has no sails or engine. It's all run by the oar power, so the highly integrated teamwork spirit is also required.








亮点




oar power：桨的动力。 something power 就是由……创造的动力的意思，比如：Now we only can rely on the foot power.（现在只有靠双脚来走了。）







If you are good at one sport, will you go for the competition?





I think I'll pass. No matter how much I adore sport or how much I am good at it, I will never attend a single competition. I think doing sports is a self-enhance process, but not to prove being better than others.








亮点1




I think I'll pass：我想还是算了吧。这样来拒绝别人非常的委婉，不会显得生硬。






亮点2




self-enhance process：自己修炼的过程，自我加强的过程。







How do sports benefit us?





The physical benefits may be mentioned for many times, but I want to point out the mental profits we gain from doing sport. It is not hard to understand how badly a person needs to release the resentment after a whole week work in a small office. We all need to shake the gloomy feelings off or to breathe something new. That's what exactly sports bring.








亮点1




mental profits: 精神收益。避开了大部分考生的入手角度，从运动对人们的心理帮助来进行分析。






亮点2




not hard to understand：不难理解。继续用旁敲侧击的战术，先给考官一个想象“苦苦工作了一个星期的人是多么想释放怨念啊”，转而将话锋转移到自己的观点上来。






亮点3




resentment：怨念。让各位恐怖片爱好者流连忘返的《咒怨》使用的就是这个单词。






亮点4




shake … off ：抖掉……用词超过一般考生的标准才能在千军万马中脱颖而出。






老外如是说








运动类话题要避开中国考生普遍有的“宅”思想，多向户外活动、探险以及多人运动的范畴靠拢。如果自己不爱运动，那就谈论下运动带来的危险吧，别害怕，我们受得了惊吓。


















35 植物 Plant








口才突破








每朵花都有自己的含义。想拿高分的考生一定要从花语上下工夫。同样，种植花草的时节、方法、装饰作用以及使用传统也可以拿出来谈，比如种花草需要的肥料（fertilizer），很多名贵的茶叶都是花朵制作而成的等等。
















开口试试看











■ Do you like flowers?





■ What is your favorite flower?





■ Do Chinese love flowers?





■ Do you like to send flowers as gifts?





■ Are there any flowers have special meanings in your knowledge?





■ What potted landscapes do you like to have at home or at work place?





■ How is gardening important to us?





■ How should we protect the forest?















Do you like flowers?





I'm afraid no one would say no to flowers. It's a perfect symbol of the innocent, the wonderful. It reminds people of something nice and elegant. I like it also for its smell, that scented, pleasant smell.








亮点1




symbol of the innocent：天真无邪的象征。想给什么东西贴标签的话，symbol of是最好不过的表达了。






亮点2




It reminds people of something nice and elegant：它唤起了人们内心中的那份美好和高雅。






亮点3




scented：留有余香的。







What is your favorite flower?





Peony is my favorite flower. Guess what, this is our national flower. It's stunning but not as sharp as rose; it's passionate but more graceful than morning glory; it's valuable but tougher than tulip.








亮点1




Guess what：这是一句极其经典的口头语，它的意思不是“猜猜这是什么？”，而是“你猜怎么着？”或“你知道吗？”






亮点2




morning glory：牵牛花。






亮点3




tulip：郁金香。







Do Chinese love flowers?




The crush on flower can be traced back to the ancient days in China. You may find many poets wrote poetries about flowers and many women were named after some certain flowers even now. If you are interested, there are also tons of Chinese paintings for flowers. They are the inspiration sources for artists. 









亮点1




The crush on flower can be traced back to：对花朵的热爱可以追溯到……这里值得一提的是表达crush on something，意思是恋上……，突然喜欢上……






亮点2




were named after：以……命名。注意，这个和in the name of …不一样，后者指的是以……的名义。两者意思完全不同。






亮点3




They are the inspiration sources for artists：他们是艺术家的灵感源泉。







Do you like to send flowers as gifts?





Honestly, I won't send flowers despite how exquisite they may look. I'm totally fond of flowers and that's why I think flower is a bad gift, because it will get rotting someday. I would send no flowers rather than knowing it is withering.








亮点1




exquisite：精妙的。表示“精巧，精致”的词汇很多，而最能体现珍贵不凡的就是exquisite，用这个词来形容漂亮的女性也非常恰当。






亮点2




get rotting：变腐烂。






亮点3




I would send no flowers rather than knowing it is withering：我宁可不送花也不要听到它们枯萎的消息。用这个句子来做 flower is a bad gift的理由，考官绝对无语。







Are there any flowers have special meanings in your knowledge?





Oh, my, am I a botanist or what? I know rose is another way to express affection. Probably lily implies the naive and innocent wish. Chinese people think plum blossom is a model of tough personality, because it blooms in winter.








亮点1




botanist：植物学家。这句话的意思是“老天啊，我是植物学家还是怎么的？”






亮点2




to express affection：去表达爱意。affection是love很好的替换词。






亮点3




imply：暗示，意味着。尽管很少动词会成为亮点，但这一个词的确用得恰到好处。不仅是大多数考生所不常用的，哪怕是老外也没有高频使用的习惯。






亮点4




Chinese people think plum blossom is a model of tough personality, because it blooms in winter：中国人认为梅花是坚韧品格的模范，因为它在冬天绽放。让老外从你那里了解到一些新奇的花语，他们会毫不犹豫地为你加分。







What potted landscapes do you like to have at home or at work place?





I have a cactus on my desk. I guess I surprised you a bit, because cactus is not as beautiful as other flowers, but do you know how much radiation cactus can absorb. It's the best mini-landscape for people like me, whose desk is full of radiation sources.




亮点1




cactus：仙人掌。






亮点2




but do you know how much radiation cactus can absorb: 但你知道仙人掌能吸收多少辐射吗？






亮点3




radiation sources：辐射源。我们也可以就这个词再举一些例子，比如电脑、手机、插座（plug）等。







How is gardening important to us?





Gardening makes the city more alive. Citizens would love to enjoy the trees with neat hairstyle or sitting on the lawn without weeds. Even the drivers would be mentally and visually relaxed by seeing the green belt.








亮点1




gardening makes the city more alive：园艺使得城市更加有生命力。






亮点2




mentally and visually relaxed by seeing the green belt：看看绿化带可以缓解心情和视疲劳。







How should we protect the forest?





The best idea I can come up with is to encourage some new materials to replace wood. People don't cut down trees for fun; they are trying to build stuff with logs. If the scientists can study a new architecture material or artificial wood, the forest will be rescued.








亮点1




The best idea I can come up with is：我能想到的最好的主意是……






亮点2




artificial：人造的。各位如果看过电影《人工智能》就知道影片的名字“A.I.”代表什么了，对，就是artificial intelligence。






老外如是说








也许在花朵的含义上，中国文化更有内容。但在花朵的使用上，西方文化中的很多场合，鲜花都是必要的礼节。此外，在调节心情和装饰房间上，花朵也会有出其不意的惊喜。














36 装饰Decoration








口才突破








这一章与其叫装饰，不如叫视觉。和时尚话题类似，要谈论品味喜好传统，但需要额外注意的还有由照片引发的一系列问题。所以考生需要掌握必要的摄影词汇，如焦距（focal distance），快门（shutter），角度（angle）等。除此之外，被问如何打扮自己时，同学们要熟悉各种适合年轻人的风格，如朋克风（punk），哥特风（gothic）等，若认为这些都有点难，那总得说说正式（formal）或随意（casual）吧。
















开口试试看











■ Do you think decoration is important to us?





■ How do Chinese people usually decorate the house?





■ What is your favorite decoration in your home?





■ Are there any pictures hanging in your home?





■ What is the most important element of taking a good photo?





■ Do you think it is necessary to use a good camera?





■ Is learning to use camera necessary?





■ Do you think it is good or bad to edit the original photo for making it look better?





■ How do you decorate your daily appearance?















Do you think decoration is important to us?





This is an essential element of daily life. A piece of decent decoration, despite how small it is, can raise the status and taste of the area. Many places, like library, casino or famous hotel all use fancy decoration to show the social level.








亮点1




decent decoration：体面的装饰品。这两个词没什么高深的含义，但却是押韵的一个用法。如果听过一些英文的 rap，就很容易发现押头韵是一种很常见的手法，两个同音开头的词老外们很喜欢, 比如：fancy furniture, joyful joke, social status。






亮点2




raise the status and taste of the area：提升了这个地方的地位和品位。







How do Chinese people usually decorate the house?





We have some traditional decorations. Paper cutting is one good example, which is very delicate and meaningful. Now young people are not interested in this art, it will be a big loss if paper cutting fails to be handed down.








亮点




it will be a big loss if paper cutting fails to be handed down：如果剪纸没有被传承下来将会是一大损失。







What is your favorite decoration in your home?





I guess the huge fish tank in the living room is pretty stunning. It was crystal clear and colorful like a club. The various colors of the fish would light up the house. This baby impressed every single guest who paid a visit.








亮点1




crystal clear：水晶般的透亮。听过“Rolling in the Deep”的同学应该对这个表达不陌生吧？






亮点2




This baby impressed every single guest who paid a visit：这宝贝会给每一个来作客的人留下深刻的印象。用 baby来指代文中的鱼缸，很少有考生能有这样的表达。







Are there any pictures hanging in your home?





Yes, my living room is for showing some family photos; my parent's bedroom is like their wedding photo gallery; my bedroom is full of posters and comic paintings.








亮点1




采用了my living room, parents' bedroom and my bedroom三个方面逐一分析的方法来佐证家里面有很多照片。






亮点2




my parent's bedroom is like their wedding photo gallery：我爸妈的房间就好像是他们的婚纱照画廊一样。比喻句各位是不是已经都快用吐了？







What is the most important element of taking a good photo?





People told me a good photographer needs to train some skills very hard but I know a right moment or a right place is not something we can be trained for. So I think the objective condition or scenario is the most important for a good photo.








亮点1




is not something we can be trained for：这不是我们可以培训来的。用这句话来强调“恰当的时刻和合适的地方”是多么的不容易。






亮点2




objective condition or scenario：客观的条件和场景。 scenario指的是场合，场景，情形。







Do you think it is necessary to use a good camera?





My god, do you know why so many ordinary photography lovers can get so famous on the Internet? Their works are just some simple landscapes or animals, but the pixel shows every detail in that picture. It is the magic of good camera. So how can I say it's not necessary?








亮点1




pixel: 像素。很像电影公司“皮克斯”的发音吧？这个词绝对是谈论摄影问题时的一招杀手锏。






亮点2




magic of good camera: 好相机的魔法。下次就别再生硬地使用“thanks to…”了，改用“It's the magic of…”






亮点3




how can I say it's not necessary：我怎么能说这不必要呢？反问句放在结尾，看看考官怎么接我们的话吧。







Is learning to use camera necessary?




I think so. Like playing piano, capturing the moment is an art. If we want to get good pictures, we need to act like a real photographer. We need to know how to measure the focal distances or pick the right angles. 









亮点1




capturing the moment is an art：捕捉瞬间也是一项艺术。capture 是捕捉，截获的意思。






亮点2




measure the focal distances or pick the right angles：测量焦距或选择正确的角度。拥有单反的你们，热爱摄影和旅行的你们，要是在和发烧友交流的时候说出这两句那就潮爆了啊。注意这里的pick，不是捡起，而是挑选的意思。







Do you think it is good or bad to edit the original photo for making it look better?





It's not a crime to modify the picture. I totally support it.








亮点




It's not a crime to modify the picture：修修图又不犯法。别看这一句简短，完全体现了对PS图片的支持。而且 It's not a crime to do的句型有一种“做……也无可厚非”的感觉。







How do you decorate your daily appearance?





I just use some simple things like necklace or a finger ring. Some of my friends are driving this too far. They love to try tattoo or body piercing, that's too gothic for me.








亮点1




driving this too far：过火，过头。也可以用作 take it too far 或者 carry it too far。






亮点2




that's too gothic for me：对我来说太哥特了。哥特在这里是指画着浓妆，搞视觉意象的一种穿戴形式，有点像网络上所说的“乡村非主流”，不是指建筑或音乐风格，有点嘲讽的意味。






老外如是说








中国考生在谈论装饰、视觉、时尚方面的最大问题是缺少素材，见闻太少，也不知道获取这些信息的渠道。我建议你们可以多看看摄影类的杂志，时尚类的新闻，也可以多看看西方年轻人对于穿着打扮的评论。
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