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一．孔子

引言

曲阜在山东省的西南部，是一座享誉全球的文化古城。从考古学角度看，这座古城迄今至少有着绵延5000多年的文明史。曲阜声誉的主要缔造者，是一个伟大的文化名人，这个人就是孔子。他大约诞生于华夏文明史的中间阶段。当他生活的年代，东方人类2500年的经验在他身上总结；当他逝去以后，东方人类2500年的活动因他思想的照耀而熠熠生辉。曲阜人一直津津乐道的两句七言诗，对于过去和未来做出了十分精练的归纳：“千年礼乐归东鲁，万古衣冠拜素王。”

曲阜的孔庙、孔府、孔林，统称“三孔”，是中国历代纪念孔子和推崇儒学的标志。孔府是孔子后人居住的宅邸，孔林是孔氏家族的墓地。唯有孔庙，超越了孔氏家族的局限，同时成为中国历代朝廷、地方政府以及广大民众奉祀至圣先师的地方。在不同时代，孔庙有文庙、鲁司寇庙、夫子庙、至圣庙、先师庙、文宣王庙等不同称谓。经过长期的多样融合，其建筑已经远远超出自身功能的含义，成为中华多民族共有文化的象征。孔庙总是与学校共生并存，祭祀总是与教学密不可分，从而体现出儒学在中国传统文化中的主流地位。历史上的孔庙，起源于孔氏后裔对先人的追思和朝廷对贤人的褒奖。在发展的过程中，孔庙逐渐超越了宗族或国家的界限。从孔氏到中国几乎所有姓氏，从鲁国到中原到全中国到世界各地，孔庙已经毫无疑问地成为中国传统文化的集中代表。

孔庙最初的建立，始于春秋战国之际，孔子去世后的第二年（前478），鲁哀公将孔子生前在曲阜的“故所居堂”立为庙，当时建筑只有三间。随着时间的推移，这三间家常的居室，不断地踵事增华，渐渐成为中国人心中的一盏明灯。西汉司马迁亲往曲阜孔庙参拜，并发表感言：“天下君王至于贤人众矣，当时则荣，没则已焉。孔子布衣，传十余世，学者宗之。”博学的太史公比孔子晚生300多年，曾因率直言论而惨遭酷刑，看到生前屡遭挫折的孔子能够于死后受到世代儒生的长久尊崇，感同身受地发出由衷的景仰之情。

西汉以前，儒家的主要任务是传授历史文化，并对士人进行修身、齐家、治国等方面的教育。汉武帝接受儒生的建议，定儒学于一尊，使其从此享有正统主流的地位，其基本观念和价值标准与国家制度密切联系，具有绝对的权威。对于此后两千余年中国的社会生活，儒学有着广泛而深刻的影响。

汉代以后，随着日益显赫的身后名，孔子的影响越来越大。在历代朝廷的重视下，孔庙建筑的规模不断扩大、建筑等级不断提高。北魏孝文帝于太和十六年（492）改称孔子为“文圣尼公”。南朝梁武帝于天监四年（505），立学校，建孔庙。南北朝时期，在西域文化的影响下，孔庙殿堂之内出现偶像崇拜。东魏鲜卑族的孝静皇帝元善见，则是第一个主张为孔子及其弟子塑像的人。在他的支持下，兖州刺史李廷于兴和元年（539），下令工匠“雕塑圣容、旁立十子”。中国原有的儒、道两教先前并不存在针对教祖的偶像崇拜，东汉初次到来的佛教亦然。魏晋时期，佛教东传形成又一波高潮，将印度文化与罗马文化相结合的最新成果带到中土。为佛、儒等教祖塑像是一次意义重大的改革，从艺术史角度看，极大推动了中国雕塑的发展。

唐太宗时，全国各地的州、县学中普遍设立孔庙。唐玄宗时，开始为十哲等塑像。开元二十七年（739），唐玄宗升孔子为王爵，谥号“文宣”。北宋大中祥符元年（1008），加封孔子为“玄圣文宣王”，五年（1012）改称“至圣文宣王”。孔子地位得到最大的提升。

原始的孔庙，只是就孔子生前住屋改设的纪念性建筑而已。从汉代开始，孔子居中国圣贤之首位，受到历代帝王和民众的崇拜。孔庙作为一种特定的建筑类型，在国家制度层面的大力支持下，一代又一代地繁荣发展。唐代以后，孔庙遍及大江南北、长城内外。据初步统计，迄至清末，全国的府、州、县设立的孔庙数量超过1500处。换言之，大体每个县以上的城镇中都有孔庙。凡是文风蔚起的地方，一定有祭祀孔子的庙宇。反之亦然。无论是在繁华的都城还是在荒僻的边陲，无论面对汉族还是少数民族，端庄肃穆的孔庙都是华夏文明的一方温床。历经自然风雨和社会动乱，孔庙受到很大破坏，可是现存数量依然众多，其中不少具有相当高的文物价值和观赏价值。作为一种形制严谨而蕴涵深厚的规划和设计，孔庙堪与世界历史上任何一种建筑类型相媲美；它在时间上的绵延之久，在地域上的铺展之广，则是世界上其他任何一种建筑类型所望尘莫及的。


1．孔子的生平

作为伟大的思想家和教育家，在过去2500多年历史上，孔子对于东方人性格和气质的塑造，发挥了极大的影响。在世时，他被公认为是知识最渊博的学者；死后，他被尊崇为大成至圣、万世师表。尽管如此，孔子仍然是一个人而非神，他的思想之所以能够普遍地深入人心，主要原因是他在很多地方都与普通人那么接近。

孔子的生平

孔子，因父母曾于尼丘山祈祷，名丘，字仲尼。鲁襄公二十二年（前551），生于鲁国陬邑（今山东曲阜），鲁哀公十六年（前479）病逝，享年73岁。孔子父叔梁纥，母颜氏。先世为宋国贵族，因避乱而迁徙。鲁国是周公之子伯禽的封地，直到春秋末年仍固守西周的礼乐制度。特殊的生存环境，对孔子人格的形成具有深刻的影响。

据史料记载，孔子年仅5岁时，就能组织玩伴模仿祭祀礼仪，在游戏中表现出喜欢古代礼俗的思想倾向。《史记·孔子世家》：“孔子为儿，嬉戏，常陈俎豆，设礼容。”成长时期，他的生活中颇多不幸，少年丧父，家境中落。青年时勉强做过管粮仓和畜牧的小吏。可是无论在什么情况下，他都能坚持不懈地用功读书、用心思考，从而在学业上渐渐积累，成就越来越高。

鲁昭公二十六年（前516），国内发生动乱。出于对僭越擅权者的不满，孔子一度迁居齐国。不久回国，着手修订《诗》、《书》、《礼》、《乐》、《周易》、《春秋》等古籍。他的弟子越来越多，影响也越来越大。鲁定公九年（前501），孔子担任中都宰一职，又因政绩升为司空和大司寇。定公十年（前500），齐、鲁两国为了化解矛盾，在边界附近的夹谷小镇会谈，孔子担任鲁国的礼仪官，临场时发挥兵、礼两种力量的作用，使鲁国最终取得胜利，收回被齐国侵占的三处农田。定公十三年（前497），孔子为维护公室，建议拆毁季孙氏、叔孙氏、孟孙氏3家城垣，但未获成功。此后，孔子深感自己的政治抱负在鲁国难以实现，遂率领弟子周游列国。14年间先后到过卫、陈、宋、蔡、楚等国，向诸侯宣传自己的政治主张，但均未被采纳。鲁哀公十一年（前484），专权的季康子以厚礼迎接孔子回归鲁国。在随后的岁月里，孔子受到鲁哀公和季康子的尊重，但实际上并不能发挥作用。


2．孔子的思想

春秋时代，中国社会正在发生剧烈的变革。孔子思想中新与旧的诸多矛盾，反映了大变动时代的精神风貌。孔子部分地继承了先前的天命观，认为天主宰着人的生死，也决定着社会的治平或动乱。但他不认同当时盛行的占卜活动，主张“不语怪力、乱神”，“敬鬼神而远之，可谓知矣”。对于那些缺乏理性却为朝野广泛接受的概念，孔子往往并不直接否定，而采取回避的态度。

孔子注重华、夷之辩，即文明与野蛮之间的差别。他把礼看成是社会伦理的规范，是维护社会和谐的重要手段。他谴责破坏周礼的行为，对鲁国季氏窃用天子之礼极为愤慨，说“是可忍，孰不可忍也”。他主张“正名”，力图用周礼去扶正已经扭曲的社会现实，要求人们克制自己的物质欲望。但是，在不违背周礼的基本原则前提下，孔子同意结合时代的变化对周礼的具体内容进行适度的改革。

孔子晚年致力于教育，整理修订古代典籍。他没有撰写长篇巨著，但他的思想精华，集中地收录于《论语》20篇，共一万多字。《论语》是孔子教导的结集，是弟子及其再传弟子对老师言行的追记，也有一些关于孔子弟子言行的记录。此书对中国历史以及中国人都产生了巨大而深远的影响，传说北宋丞相赵普曾经以“半部论语治天下”。它的思想内容、思维方式、价值取向都已融入了中华民族的血液，成为铸造民族个性的根本要素。

《论语》集中阐述了“仁”的概念，使其成为儒家思想的核心。一切理论和规范，都不过是为实现“仁”而采用的手段。早在秦汉时期，《论语》就传入朝鲜和日本，一度成为学生的必修课。明代末年，《论语》被意大利传教士利玛窦译为拉丁文，又被转译为意、法、德、英、俄等多种文字，在西方各国广泛传播。孔子认为“仁”的本质即“爱人”，并赋予“仁”以新的涵义，使其成为中国哲学史上最重要的概念之一。春秋时已经出现的“仁”，在孔子这里得到进一步推进。在政治生活中，强调“仁政”应以“礼”为规范。在此基础上，他倡导“忠恕”之道，提出“己所不欲，勿施于人”，“己欲立而立人，己欲达而达人”等论点。

孔子思想的另一个要点是“中庸之道”，在通常的为人处事中，他主张既不要过分，又不能不足。在主持司法工作的时候，他提出对罪犯采用道德教育和刑法惩处并用的办法，所谓“宽猛相济”。在日常教学中，他注意因材施教，对学生中性格过于强硬的多加遏制，过于谦退的多加鼓励。孔子虽然反对一切过激的言行，但也不赞同貌似忠厚的老好人行为，他曾经指出那些媚俗趋时的伪君子是“德之贼也”。

孔子以好学著称，一生对于各种知识都怀有浓厚的兴趣。久而久之，他多才多艺，知识渊博，在当时被誉为无所不知的圣人。可是他自己对此却很清醒，“圣则吾不能，我学不厌，而教不倦也”。谁有知识，谁那里就有他所不知道的东西，孔子遂拜谁为师，所谓“三人行，必有我师焉”。孔子学说是在前人理性经验基础上的集大成，虽有一些保守因素，但其主体部分有利于社会进步。正因为如此，他所代表的儒学在战国时繁荣发展，成为先秦显学之一。

战国末期秦国商鞅变法特别是秦始皇统一中国、实行“焚书坑儒”之后，儒学受到打击。但作为掌管礼乐文化的官员，儒者并未被朝廷完全排斥。政治上的统一可以凭借武力而实现，但是如何使之长期巩固，便不是单纯凭借武力就可以最终解决的。这就涉及政治统一与文化统一相结合的困难，即以何种思想为主体重建官方意识形态的问题。其实就思想传统而言，秦王朝继承先前魏国的制度，对儒学始终保持一定的尊重。在秦国和秦朝的历史过程中，儒学的影响力始终存在。近代学者梁启超对此有着十分清醒的认识，他在《论中国学术思想变迁之大势》中说：“始皇焚坑之虐，后人以为敌孔教，安非然也。始皇所焚者，不过民间之书，百家之语；所坑者，不过咸阳诸生侯生、户生等四百余人，未尝与儒教全体为仇也。岂惟不仇，且自私而自尊之。其焚书之令云，有欲学者，以吏为师，非禁民之学也，禁其于国立学校之外，有所私业而已。”

西汉时期，中央集权的帝国进一步得以巩固，孔子的思想完全符合社会的需要，所以得到朝廷的空前重视。汉武帝采纳董仲舒的对策，“罢黜百家，独尊儒术”，正式确立了孔子及其学说在中国思想界的统治地位。此后，历代王朝步步神化孔子，抬高儒学，终使孔子的思想和学术一支独秀。

就个人的人格而言，孔子朴实正直、乐观开朗、积极进取，毕生追求真、善、美，致力于理想社会的实现。他的成功与失败，与他的思想相关，更与社会和人生的局限密不可分。他不是神，他的品格和行为中不免有着消极成分。人们可以看到他的缺点和不足，然而更应注意，几千年来影响中国和世界，特别是影响知识分子的，主要是他思想中的积极因素。

孔子思想在哲学、文学、艺术、教育、史学等多领域所发挥的巨大影响，持续至今且绵延不绝。作为中国传统文化的精华，儒学传播到东亚、东南亚乃至全世界。19世纪中国在列强的侵扰下趋于衰落，很多学者将其归咎于孔子思想的保守性。20世纪五四运动以来，孔子受到更大的批判。可是孔子的人格和思想，只是随着时间的推移被蒙上一层灰尘而已。近年来随着中华文明的崛起，中国和海外的一些学者，对孔子及其思想作了系统的研究和评价，取得很多新的认识。


二．南北孔氏家庙

1．曲阜北宗孔庙

今天的孔庙分布在世界很多国家和地区，总数达到2000多座。作为人类精神遗产的载体，孔庙受到全球越来越普遍的认同和崇敬。这一精神遗产的意义和价值超越了血缘、种族或文化的界限。孔子思想的影响，如同重物落在平静湖面上生成的同心圆波纹，一圈又一圈，虽然界域越来越大，可是圆心始终存在，这就是由山东曲阜阙里孔子故居扩建而成的孔庙。曲阜孔庙最初只是孔氏家族的大宗祠堂，与华夏古老的祭祖习俗息息相关。《史记·孔子世家》载：“孔子年七十三，以鲁哀公十六年（前479）四月己丑卒。”第二年，鲁哀公亲自撰写悼文纪念孔子，又下令将曲阜阙里孔子故居的三间房改为祠庙，其内收藏孔子的衣、冠、琴、车、书等遗物，让孔氏子孙每年都按时奉祀。

孔氏家族的另一座大宗祠堂，即位于浙江衢州市区新桥街的孔庙，一座由孔子后裔南迁以后聚族而奉的孔庙。它是中国文化曾经北南分裂而又重新整合的历史见证。如果说曲阜孔庙是孔氏家族祠堂的北宗，衢州孔庙就是孔氏家族祠堂的南宗。衢州是孔氏大宗的第二故乡，又称“东南阙里”。衢州县里的孔庙，虽不及曲阜孔庙的雄伟，但也相当可观。庙中思鲁阁内供奉着孔子夫妇的塑像，为当年衍圣公孔端友南下时带来的楷木雕，平素供奉于此阁，大祭时移于大成殿。相传孔子死后，子贡守墓3年，日日默想老夫子的形象，最终用孔子墓上的楷树木精心雕刻而成。雕像虽无法证实确系子贡所制，但从雕刻的刀法以及所刻形象与服饰观之，至少雕成于汉代以前，无疑为珍贵文物。抗日战争时，衢州被日军占领，孔庙内大批祭器及南宋以来所藏文物被劫掠一空。孔子夫妇的木像因事先转移到深山之中，而得以保存。

曲阜北宗孔庙

曲阜孔庙位于曲阜市中心鼓楼西侧，是中国最大亦最古老的孔庙，其殿堂之金碧辉煌，堪与北京故宫媲美。整个庙宇气势恢宏，布局严谨，是中国现存规模最大的古建筑群之一。2000多年来历代不断扩建，形成壮丽宏伟规模，为各地孔庙建筑模仿蓝图。1994年被联合国教科文组织公布为世界文化遗产之一。

从西汉至清代，先后有12位皇帝亲自到过曲阜孔庙。西汉高祖十二年（前195），刘邦从淮南返回西安，途中取道曲阜，以最高礼仪（太牢）祭祀孔子。以后的帝王竞相效仿。东汉建武五年（公元29），刘秀率军东征经过鲁城，命大司空宋弘祭祀孔子。东汉永平十五年（72），明帝东巡中来到曲阜，祭祀孔子及七十二弟子，并亲至讲堂，命令太子讲经。东汉元和二年（85），章帝东巡中经过曲阜，以太牢祭祀孔子及七十二弟子，并大会孔氏家族中20岁以上男子，赐酒饭，又命儒生讲解《论语》。东汉延光三年（124），安帝去泰山的途中经过曲阜，祭祀孔子及其弟子。北魏太和十九年（495），孝文帝征伐南方时经过曲阜，亲自主持祭祀孔子的仪式。唐高宗李治、玄宗李隆基途中经过曲阜时皆亲临孔庙祭祀孔子，玄宗还派礼部尚书苏延以太牢礼仪到孔子墓上祭祀。五代时，后周太祖郭威在曲阜孔庙祭祀后，又专程去孔林祭奠孔子墓。北宋大中祥符元年（1008），真宗赵恒过曲阜，祭完孔庙也去祭拜孔子墓。在中国尊孔崇儒的君主中，有一个突出现象是，有些少数民族君主的热诚反而超过了汉族君主。其中以清代皇帝最为显著。清康熙二十三年（1684），玄烨在曲阜孔庙祭祀孔子时，行三跪九叩大礼，接着到孔林祭拜孔子墓时，再行一跪九叩之礼。乾隆皇帝先后8次来到曲阜，都在孔庙和孔林祭祀孔子，行三跪九叩或两跪九叩或一跪三叩之大礼，虔诚之心可见一斑。

西汉以来历代帝王都很重视儒学，孔子的地位越来越高，孔庙渐渐超越孔氏家族的界域，在全国范围普遍建造，进而成为华夏文明的象征。然而曲阜孔庙始终是全国最重要的孔庙。东汉永兴元年（153），桓帝曾经以朝廷之力扩建曲阜孔庙，在庙中立碑，并委派孔和为守庙官。此后，历代王朝不断将其加以扩建。金明昌二至六年（1191～1195）再次修建，大体形成今天的格局，占地300多亩。庙内纵长630米，横宽140米，分左、中、右三路。以南北为中轴，共有九进院落，四周围以红墙，配以角楼。现存的主体建筑多为明、清两代遗构。中轴线从南往北有奎文阁、十三碑亭、杏坛、大成殿等。

大成殿是整个建筑群的核心。唐代称文宣王殿，面宽5间。宋天禧五年（1021）孔庙大修时，定于今址并扩建为7间。宋崇宁三年（1104），徽宗赵佶取《孟子》“孔子之谓集大成”的语义，下诏更名为“大成殿”。后代历经修建，现存为清雍正二年（1724）重建状，重檐歇山，黄瓦覆顶，雕梁画栋，匾额刻雍正帝御书“大成殿”。石雕须弥座高2米多，建筑通高24.8米，面阔45.78米，进深24.89米，面积达1836平方米。檐部四周环立28根石柱，均以整石雕成。前檐10根为高浮雕，每柱两龙盘绕，造型生动优美，为曲阜孔庙独有的石刻瑰宝。

大成殿内正中供孔子像，穿着打扮如同古代帝王。两侧为四配，东位是复圣颜回和述圣孔伋，西位是宗圣曾参和亚圣孟轲。再为十二哲，东位是闵损、冉雍、端木赐、仲由、卜商、有若，西位是冉耕、宰予、冉求、言偃、颛孙师、朱熹。四配和十二哲的穿着打扮，如同古代公卿。塑像都置于木制贴金的神龛内，孔子像单独一龛，四配和十二哲两位合一龛。龛前都有供桌和香案，摆着笾、豆、爵等礼器。殿内还陈列着乐器和舞具，并悬挂10块匾额和3副对联。门外正中是雍正帝御书的“生民未有”匾，殿内正中是康熙帝御书的“万世师表”和光绪帝御书的“斯文在兹”匾，南面是乾隆帝御书的“时中立极”匾，等等。

杏坛位于大成殿前的庭院中央，相传为当年孔子讲学的地方，坛旁有一株古桧树，相传为孔子亲手种植。有关记载最早见于《庄子·渔父》：“孔子游乎缁帷之林，坐休乎杏坛之上。弟子习书，孔子弦歌鼓琴。”宋天禧二年（1018），孔子第四十五代孙孔道辅主事，将大成殿往北移动后予以扩大，随后在正殿旧址上设置坛场，周围种植杏树。金代始于坛上建造亭式建筑，重檐歇山顶，四面十字脊。内部藻井精雕细刻，彩绘金龙栩栩如生。坛内现有两块石碑，一块立于金承安三年（1198），由当时最著名的书法家党怀英篆书“杏坛”二字。另一块立于清代，碑上铭刻乾隆帝御书的《杏坛赞》，其中写道：“重来又值灿开时，几树东风簇绛枝，岂是人间凡卉比，文明终古共春熙。”坛前石香炉也是金代遗物，高约1米，雕刻云纹水浪，造型古拙。

十三碑亭习称“御碑亭”，专为保存古代皇帝御制的石碑。13座碑亭内一共存碑55块，包括唐、宋、金、元、明、清以及民国7代所刻。碑文内容大多是朝廷对孔子追谥加封、祭祀活动以及整修庙宇的记录，文字包括汉文、八思巴文（元代蒙古文）、满文等。道路以北的5座碑亭建于清康熙、雍正、乾隆年间。道路以南的8座碑亭中，4座建于清代，4座建于金、元两代。东起第三和第六座建于金明昌六年（1195），第四座建于元至元五年（1268），第五座建于元大德六年（1302）。两座金代碑亭具有很高的文物价值，斗栱雄大，结构严谨，与杏坛同为孔庙现存最早的建筑。

奎文阁宋代为藏书楼，二重檐五开间的建筑。“奎”是二十八星宿之一，《孝经》认为“奎主文章”，后人更将奎星说成是“文官之首”。金明昌六年（1195），章宗赞颂孔子是天下文官的领袖，进而将藏书楼改名为“奎文阁”，屋顶增加为三重檐。明弘治十七年（1504）扩建为七开间，保存至今。东西面宽30.1米，南北进深17.62米，通高23.35米。外观为三重檐，内部则为上下两明层，中间一暗层。奎文阁的结构坚固，400多年来，经历了多次地震，巍然不倒。据阁旁石碑记载，清康熙年间发生的一次大地震，使当地90％的房屋倒塌，而奎文阁安然无恙。阁上匾额为清乾隆帝御书。


2．衢州南宗孔庙

浙江衢州孔庙创建于800多年前的南宋时期。北宋靖康元年（1126），金兵攻陷汴京（今河南开封）。次年俘虏徽、钦二帝及宗亲、大臣及百姓数万人北去。康王赵构率领残部逃至江南，定都临安（杭州）。在此期间，战火燃遍大江南北，中原百姓为避战火大规模南迁。建炎二年（1128），孔子第四十八世嫡长孙、衍圣公孔端友率族人南渡，定居于衢州。绍兴六年（1136），朝廷考虑到北还一时无望，遂下诏暂以衢州州学为孔氏家庙，并赐田五顷，以供祭祀所需和赡养族中幼单孤寡。宝祐三年（1255）夏，孔子第五十三世嫡长孙、衍圣公孔洙及衢州知府孙子秀共同上奏朝廷，请求新建孔庙，理宗下诏选址于城东北菱湖芙蓉堤上，其规模和形制皆大致仿效曲阜孔庙，次年春天落成。

德祐二年（1276）蒙古军队进攻衢州，菱湖孔庙毁于兵燹，随后迁到城南，但其规模和形制已与宝祜年间相差很多。元至元十九年（1282），朝廷认为衢州孔氏南宗为孔圣人之宗子，乃召衍圣公孔洙赴京，令其接受爵位并返回曲阜奉祀祖庙。孔洙以孔氏已有数代祖墓在衢州为由，让位于身在曲阜的族弟孔治。元世祖对此颇为称道，赞其“宁为荣而不违道，真圣人后也”。并改任孔洙为国子监祭酒返回衢州，继续江南的香火。从此，衍圣公这一大宗爵位转移给了孔氏家族的另一支。

至正十九年（1359）朱元璋攻克衢州，随即命守将修葺孔氏家庙。明弘治十八年（1505），衢州知府向孝宗报告称：自从孔洙将爵位让给北宗族人之后，衢州孔庙的制度和礼仪日渐衰落，以至于同流民阶层没有差别。现在访查到孔洙第六世孙孔彦绳德才兼备，请求对其授予官位，以便主持祭祀活动。正德元年（1506），武宗朱厚照封孔彦绳为翰林院的五经博士，子孙世袭。这样，衢州孔氏大宗在放弃衍圣公爵位224年之后，得到了另一封号。

创建以来，衢州孔庙曾经3次迁徙3次重建，还有过10多次修葺。直到明代中期，在理学昌盛的形势下，朝廷于正德十五年（1520）划拨巨款，选址于先义坊西安县学宫（即今新桥街），迁建孔氏南宗家庙。次年落成，并建有孔府，占地10亩余。今天的衢州孔庙即正德年间的建筑遗构，为国家级文物保护单位。当时栽种的银杏树与柏树历经沧桑，至今仍枝繁叶茂。

清代朝廷倚重儒学，衢州孔庙尤为皇帝所亲近。康熙十三年（1674），重建大成殿、廊庑及仪门等，兵部尚书为之撰写碑记。道光年间的衢州两任知府，先后集资对孔庙进行大修，全城上下及5县军民踊跃捐助。此次大修将大成殿加高5尺，部分檐柱改为石质，将思鲁阁从大成殿后移至大成殿西面重建，又将崇圣祠以北的建筑维修一新。同治年间，时任闽浙总督的左宗棠驻扎衢州，捐银700两用于孔庙的修葺，府县两级衙署亦相继资助。

今天的衢州孔庙与孔府两组建筑群东西并列，坐北朝南。在孔庙的中轴线上，前有金声、玉振、棂星、大成四道大门。金声、玉振两门之外，有德侔天地、道冠古今两座牌坊。入内是举行祭祀时载歌载舞的佾台。佾台之北是重檐歇山的大成殿，殿内正中是孔子坐像，两旁是伯鱼及子思立像。梁上悬着十余块匾额，为历代皇帝御书。殿前通道的东西两庑中供奉先祖，东庑有中兴祖像，西庑有孔端友像。金声门的左面是家塾，往里为祟圣祠，祠后是圣泽楼，旧称御节楼。祠前西为报功祠，奉祀过去官绅中有功于南宗者。玉振门右有五支祠、袭封祠、六代公爵祠及思鲁阁等建筑。著名的孔子夫妇楷木像供奉在思鲁阁上，像高不足两尺，孔子长袍大袖，夫人长裙垂地。阁下立有先圣孔子的遗像碑，高2.07米，宽0.85米，相传为孔端友根据唐代画家吴道子的稿本摹刻。


三．京师太学孔庙

1．先秦官学祭祀

与世界其他文明相比，中华文明最显著的特征之一就是教育发达。自帝王将相到贩夫走卒，无不以读书识字为要事。“有教无类”的观念对中国社会的影响，无论作多高的评价皆不为过。北宋学者汪洙的《神童诗》云：“万般皆下品，唯有读书高。”孔子主要以教育家而名扬天下，但他的事业并非从零开始，而是夏、商、西周长时期教育事业的薪火相传。从公元前21世纪开始，经过三代，中国的早期教育得以形成和发展。贵族阶级为培养自己的子弟，很早就建立了官方学校。《孟子》中记叙夏代的学校称“校”，《礼记·明堂位》则称之为“序”，名称虽然有待考订，但同样说明夏代学校的真实存在。

先秦官学祭祀

根据《周礼》记载，西周官学已有“国学”与“乡学”之分。国学设在王城和诸侯国都，分小、大学两级。小学在城内宫廷中，大学在南郊；王城的大学称为辟雍，国都的大学称为泮宫。辟雍又分五学：居中称太学，南面曰成均，北面曰上庠，东面曰东序，西面曰瞽宗。乡学则须依照地方等级而定，分别设置“序”、“庠”、“校”等。地方乡学中的优秀生可以升入都城国学。国学教育对象限于王子、公卿大夫之嫡子，以及经过选拔的“国之俊秀”；乡学教育的对象，则无明确限制，孔子“有教无类”的概念当由此而建立。

西周中期，形成了以礼乐为中心，文武兼备的六艺教育。六艺之中，礼、乐、射、御为大艺，主要在大学阶段学习；书、数为小艺，主要在小学阶段学习。礼重在约束外表的行为，乐重在调和内在的情感。射、御是礼、乐的辅助科目。书、数是学习礼、乐的基础。随着六艺教育的加强与发展，教师多由文官担任。与此变化相适应，大学建筑的格局也由行列式演变为四合院式，出现了尊卑有序的教室。辟雍中的“五学”很可能就是不同的课堂。

西周在科技方面的成就很高，但上层社会对此并不在意，认为贵族子弟不必学习这类东西。科技主要通过另一渠道传播，即在各行各业中，父子相传，世代相继，成为“世业”。学校教育与“世业”并行于世，前者满足上层建筑的需要，后者提供经济发展的动力。

春秋时期，周天子的领导地位被大大动摇，贵族阶级向封建地主转化，新兴的士人阶层具有一定的独立性。士掌握着知识和技能，最终导致贵族官学走向衰落。私人自由讲学的风气应运而生，中国古代教育的新局面由此展现。

春秋末年，孔子讲学虽为“私人”的方式，但在很大程度上继承了先前教育的优秀传统。当时在诸侯把持下，“官方之学”已经成为一己之学，甚至有悖于正道。因此，“官学”便不再是“公学”，孔子才开始私人讲学。实际上，孔子所讲的内容才是历代相传的正宗官学，他强调的“述而不作”恰恰与此相适应，他所用的教材并非自己独创，而是选取历代圣贤之学。换言之，孔子讲学是为社会培养拥护正道的人才，目的在于修身、治国、平天下，使国家和百姓受益。

战国时期的诸子讲学，形式上与孔子讲学相似，但是从内容来说，却完全是个人的一套学说，是为了培养自己门户的人才。其最终目的虽然也是平治天下，却或多或少地与门户利益相关，因此具有明显的“私学”性质。诸子讲学之风在齐国的“稷下学宫”登峰造极，持续150年左右。公元前386年，田氏取代姜氏，成为齐国国君。为了聚揽人才为己所用，第三代国君齐桓公在都城临淄的稷门外创建学宫。学宫实行“不任职而论国事”的方针，提倡思想自由，容许各派并存。齐威王即位后，扩建了稷下学宫。齐宣王时期，采取了更加“好士”的政策，吸引四方游士和学者纷至沓来。儒、道、名、法、墨、阴阳、小说、纵横、兵家、农家等学派林立，学者之间常常举行热烈的辩论，世称“百家争鸣”。

在稷下学宫担任教职的士人中，尊孔的孟子和荀子最为著名。稷下学宫随着齐国被秦国灭亡而消失，可是秦朝七十员博士官的设置，大体沿用了稷下学宫的制度。秦博士叔孙通就号称“稷下生”，秦朝灭亡以后，他成为汉朝的儒学宗师，并参照周、秦的礼仪制定汉代朝仪。叔孙通深刻了解汉初的实际情况，因此他制定的朝仪针对性强，使朝廷秩序得以迅速整顿。这使寒微出身的刘邦十分喜欢，情不自禁地感叹：“吾乃今日知为皇帝之贵也。”

在中国古代官学内，很早就形成了祭祀先圣和先师的惯例。先圣是中国古代有大功于社会的人，相传夏代以前以虞、舜为先圣，夏以禹为先圣，商以成汤为先圣，周以文王为先圣。先师是针对个人的传道授业者。祭祀礼仪分释奠和释菜二种。前者以酒和牺牲为祭品，仪式十分隆重；后者以菜蔬为祭品，仪式较简单。西汉以后，孔子先被尊为先师，后被尊为先圣，因而享受隆重的释奠仪式。


2．汉至元初太学孔庙

太学是设在都城的全国最高教育机构。在中国古代，“太”、“大”两字相通，太学是全国唯一的大学。西汉早期，诸子之学只在私家传授，没有官办的学校。汉武帝采纳董仲舒的建议，罢黜百家，独尊儒学。元朔五年（前124），开始在长安创办太学，“以养天下之士”。最初只设传授儒学的学官，即五经博士，讲解《易》、《书》、《诗》、《礼》、《春秋》等儒学经典，置博士弟子50名。随后太学中科目及人数逐渐增多，元帝时博士弟子达到1000人，成帝时增至3000人。王莽时期，为了笼络儒生，在长安城南兴建辟雍、明堂，又为学者建造大量房屋，博士弟子的数目超过一万。

在今西安城西北角的大兴路一带，考古学家发现了汉代辟雍、太学、明堂、灵台等遗址。辟雍遗址在汉长安城安门外直南大道东侧，建筑的形状是外圆内方，周围有水沟环绕。根据形制及方位推测，它是王莽时期的遗构。汉明堂遗址在今任家口村东，与“辟雍”组合成最高等级的礼制建筑。太学遗址中心点在今任家口村与潘家庄之间，面积4.2万余平方米。

东汉建武五年（公元29），光武帝刘秀于洛阳城外的洛水之南建造太学，随后建造明堂和辟雍。今在偃师县西佃庄乡太学村发现太学遗址，面积约170平方米，四面围墙各设一门，中心有一边长约45米的方形夯土台基，可能是讲堂的遗存。据史料记载，讲堂建于建武二十七年（公元51），“长十丈，广三丈”。其西侧有一处直径约60米的圆形夯土台基，可能是辟雍的遗存。顺帝永建元年（126），朝廷对太学进行扩建，耗费一年时间，征用工徒11.2万人，建成240间大房，1850间小室。遗址总面积5万平方米，夯筑的房屋基础排列有序。其间曾经容纳的太学生最多时达到3万人。东汉晚期太学生参与反对宦官专权，于是成为打击的对象，太学生被宦官逮捕和囚禁的多达1000余人。

创于东汉的洛阳太学，直到西晋时期，仍旧容纳一万多名太学生。1931年在洛阳太学遗址中，出土过西晋咸宁四年（278）镌刻的太学辟雍碑。碑以整石凿成，高3.32米，宽1.1米。碑首饰以蟠龙，碑文隶书30行，每行55字，记载了晋武帝司马炎及皇太子司马衷亲临辟雍的事迹。

十六国时期，胡人政权亦曾设立太学及四门学、郡国学、律学，生员皆为公卿大臣的子弟。在政局动荡不安的情况下，学校时存时废。北魏道武帝时期，设立国子太学，后又别立太学。孝文帝、宣武帝时，增设四门小学，形成国子学、太学、四门小学三学并立之制。南北朝后期至隋代，又逐渐形成律学、书学、算学等科目。

隋唐两代定都于长安，在皇城之南的务本坊设立国子监及孔庙。近年经考古勘测，探明坊址东西长700余米，南北宽500余米。从吕大防《长安城图》可知，务本坊在东西两侧设门，国子监居西。孔庙居南，自成一个院落，设东、南二门。

唐代国子监中，有国子学、太学、四门学、律学、书学、算学等科目。学生所入学校的级别，与其父、祖的官爵地位有关。据统计，国子学生员300人，太学500人，四门学1300人，律学50人，书学、算学30人。高祖武德二年（619），开始在长安国子监修建孔庙。高宗龙朔二年（662），又在洛阳设立国子监，与长安国子监合称“两监”。国子监长官为国子祭酒。唐朝前期，进士及第而享文名者，多为两监生徒出身。那时进士中非两监出身的人，常常深以为羞耻。

北宋初年仅设国子监，学生名额很少。仁宗庆历四年（1044），范仲淹推行新政后，始于东京兴办太学，招生200人。神宗时扩建太学，学生达2400人。徽宗时兴建辟雍作为外学，太学（包括辟雍）共招生3800人，同时一度废止科举，人才皆由学校选拔，太学呈现出欣欣向荣的景象。南宋绍兴十二年（1142），朝廷在临安重建太学，至宋末学生达1700多人，培养出大批官员和学者，对后世影响很大。宋代太学成为传播理学和政治角逐的场所。

尽管从西汉初年开始，儒学就受到尊崇，但直至西汉末年，孔子在太学中并未得到专门的祭祀。在虞、舜、禹、成汤、周文王等先圣崇拜以外，弟子各以直接传授者为先师，如讲授《礼经》之高堂生、讲授《乐经》之制氏、讲授《诗经》之毛公、讲授《书经》之伏生等。

东汉明帝时，孔子与周公在太学中同享祭祀。其后几位皇帝都曾亲临辟雍，与太学师生共同祭祀孔子，如和帝于永元十四年（102）、顺帝于阳嘉元年（132）及其次年、灵帝于熹平六年（177）亲临辟雍祭祀。汉末太学生数量已经超过3万，当时祭孔的场面一定极为壮观。

曹魏正始七年（246），齐王诏令太常卿代行释奠礼，在辟雍以太牢祭祀孔子，以颜渊配享。晋太始三年（267），武帝诏太学及鲁国，四时都要准备三牲祭祀孔子。从此以后，在太学之内举行释奠礼，渐渐成为一种固定的制度。

三国时东吴定都于建业（今南京），设立太学和孔庙，东晋初年得以继续。咸康三年（337），晋成帝听从儒生的请求，在秦淮河南岸今东水关一带，另选地址重建太学。再后，晋穆帝嫌其距宫城太远，遂于宫内设立太学。太元十年（385），晋孝武帝再次移建太学于秦淮河北岸，即今大中桥一带，并于其西侧建造夫子堂。南朝宋以后相沿，至梁武帝时，在孔庙内祭祀活动中，增加曾点、曾参、子路等同享祭祀。

北魏初年定都于平城（今大同），在城外设立太学，在城内设立国子学。宣文堂和经武殿相对，都是国子学的组成部分，孝文帝曾亲临宣文堂拜谒孔子。迁都洛阳后，太学和国子学得以重建。太和十三年（489），太学内有宣尼庙，祭祀时采用春秋前作为标准国礼的轩悬之乐和八佾之舞；牺牲及器具，皆依照最高公卿的标准。每年春、秋二季的仲月，举行释奠礼；每月初一，由国子祭酒率博士以下及学生拜揖孔子、颜渊等。

隋朝依循旧制，以孔子为先圣，以颜渊为先师。唐高祖武德二年（619），诏令在国子学内设立周公和孔子庙以周公为先圣，于庙内居中而面南；以孔子为先师，配祀于周公西侧而朝东。太宗贞观二年（628），听从房玄龄等建言，停止祭祀周公，重新以孔子为先圣，以颜渊为先师。贞观四年（630），诏令天下所有的州、县学校之内皆须设立孔庙。此后朝廷又对孔子的尊号、孔庙规格、祭祀礼仪、配享人等制定了统一规范，尊孔崇儒的风气达到历史的新高峰。孔庙在全国范围得到极大发展。

五代后周时期，国子监及孔庙在汴京南御道之东。北宋初年，国子监及孔庙得以沿用，后在里城内御道之西建太学，亦有孔庙。宋太祖和太宗二位皇帝，都曾3次亲临国子监孔庙拜谒，哲宗也曾亲临。北宋末年，徽宗诏令孔庙的形制可以等同于皇家的太庙，使之与府学相结合，雄伟壮观，可与宫城相媲美。崇宁元年（1102），又建辟雍于城南。高宗南迁后，于临安（今杭州）城北的御街之西建造太学。在太学西面建造孔庙，前为棂星门，后为正殿。高宗御书匾额“大成之殿”，悬挂于正殿之上，并且亲临举行释奠礼仪。自此以后，孔庙正殿被称为“大成殿”。

辽神册三年（918），为了推广汉族文化，在上京（今内蒙古巴林左旗南）皇宫的西南，将孔子庙、佛寺以及道观一并建造。又在南京（今北京市区西南）建造孔庙，国子监在其南。

金灭辽后，熙宗于皇统元年（1141）在燕京（今北京）亲自祭拜孔子庙。海陵王迁都燕京，将先前汴京学宫的九经刻石移置燕京的国子学。章宗于承安二年（1197）亲临孔庙举行释奠礼仪。两年后，诏建太学和辟雍于城南，并且效仿汉代皇帝，于辟雍内祭祀孔子。

蒙古太宗七年（1235），筑国都和林城，第二年将孔子庙与司天台一并建造。中统元年（1260），忽必烈于开平府城即帝位后，将府城升为都城。至元六年（1269），诏令留守臣于都城东南建造孔子庙。其遗址至今尚存，围墙南北长约150米，东西宽约100米。国子学遗址在其西，呈东庙西学格局。


3．元明清国子监孔庙

1215年，蒙古军队进攻金中都时，城内孔庙被毁。宣抚使王檝随军入城，在旧枢密院之地建立孔庙，并取周代石鼓陈列于庑下。忽必烈即位之初，暂以其为京都孔庙。至元四年（1267）朝廷在金中都东北另筑新城，九年（1272）改称元大都。大德六年（1302），成宗诏示“建文宣王庙于京师”，始于大都东北的今址建筑孔庙，十年（1306）竣工。其形制参照当时的曲阜孔庙予以简化，仅仅取其前半部分，布置了两进院落。大成殿面阔7间，规模上超过了以往各代孔庙。后将周代石鼓移入大成门内，相沿至今。朝廷又于孔庙竣工的当年，在其西侧建造国子监，形成左庙右学、各自独立的格局，不同于宋以前庙、学合于一个院落的传统做法。

这就是今天的北京孔庙，位于安定门内国子监街，占地约2万平方米，距今已有700多年的历史。在全国现存的众多孔庙中，北京孔庙的级别最高，因为它是元、明、清三代皇家御用的场所，其中大成殿的规模差不多可与故宫太和殿媲美，孔子地位等同于帝王的九五之尊。院内立有14座明、清两代碑亭等文物，还有198座元、明、清三代遗留的进士题名碑。乾隆皇帝曾8次亲临北京孔庙祭祀拜谒，还特许此处屋顶可以使用等级最高的黄色琉璃瓦。

国子监在孔庙的西面，中轴线上有大门（集贤门）、二门（太学门）、琉璃牌坊、辟雍、彝伦堂、敬一亭等建筑。四厅六堂是监生的教室，位于东西两侧。院内存有钟、鼓、日晷等古代计时的工具。琉璃牌坊十分壮观，其正反两面都有乾隆御书的匾额。气势雄伟的辟雍居于院落中心，皇帝有时会亲临此地讲课。辟雍四面开门，周围环水，一层层汉白玉护栏，烘托出主体建筑的氛围。

明代初年定都南京，先将元代的集庆路学（今夫子庙址）改为国子学及孔庙，后于皇城西北的鸡笼山南新建太学，又于太学之东建孔庙，明太祖朱元璋曾亲临孔庙举行释奠礼仪。明成祖迁都北京后，元朝的国子监及孔庙得以沿用。弘治九年（1496），将释奠乐舞的人数增为72人，如同天子乐舞的制度。弘治十四年（1501），整修孔庙围墙，增建棂星门前照壁，对孔子的尊崇也随之臻于极盛。嘉靖九年（1530），将孔子的封号改为“至圣先师”，将大成殿改为“先师殿”。此时朝廷实行了一个重大的举措，就是拆毁孔子及其弟子的塑像，改奉木质的牌位（木主）。朝廷认为依据想象，将圣人塑造成各种具体的形象，实际上是一种亵渎。因此强调“圣贤在我心中”，以便更加体现出对圣贤的尊重。

清代前期，明朝的国子监及孔庙依旧沿用，自顺治至康熙、雍正、乾隆四代皇帝皆曾亲临其地举行释奠礼仪。乾隆年间恢复“大成殿”、“大成门”的名称，更将其屋顶瓦件换成黄色琉璃。直到清末的光绪三十二年（1906），再次提升祭祀孔子的典礼等级，随即开始大成殿等扩建工程。

民国建立后，北京孔庙的扩建工程继续，1916年竣工。大成殿终于成为等级最高的建筑，面阔9间重檐庑殿。北京孔庙不但是中国历时最久、规模最大、等级最高，而且是唯一存留下来的京师孔庙。

今天的北京孔庙有四进院落，主体建筑从南往北依次为先师门、大成门、大成殿、崇圣祠。前院东面有碑亭、神厨、省牲亭、井亭；西面有碑亭、致斋所，并有持敬门与国子监相通。大成门内陈设着乾隆年间仿制的10枚石鼓和2座内容与石鼓有关的清代石碑。大成殿的两侧有东西廊庑。北京孔庙和国子监的建筑大体保存完好，皆为全国重点文物保护单位。孔庙和国子监内分别安放着一座石雕和一座铜塑的孔子像。石像雕凿于1980年代，铜像于1990年代由香港孔教协会捐赠。


四．地方官学孔庙

1．苏州文庙

地方官学与中央官学一起，共同完善了中国古代的教育制度。地方官学可能起源于夏代，但其快速发展始于汉代。根据《周礼》的记载，它们的名称因行政级别的不同而异，郡国设“学”，县设“校”，乡设“庠”，村设“序”，“庠序”即一般学校的通称。

西汉景帝时，文翁担任蜀郡太守（治所在今成都），在城西南创建学校（文学精舍）。久而久之，民众皆以好学为荣，地方风气大大改善。汉武帝见其在教化方面行之有效，诏令全国各地政府都要设立学校。然而在西汉时期的学校里，学生只是拜祭周公，而未及孔子。直到东汉明帝永平二年（公元59），孔子才和周公一起，在中央和地方学校内受到拜祭。

孔庙在孔子故地曲阜之外的独立设置，大约始于东汉末年。在早期地方孔庙的建设者中间，孔子后裔可能发挥了较大作用。据《水经注·阴沟水》记载，汉桓帝时，孔畴曾经在老子故里（今河南鹿邑）的老子庙旁，建造过一座孔庙。此处孔庙居于老子庙一侧且面朝西，表现出较低的姿态，原因可能在于当年孔子曾问学于老子。

两晋时期，朝廷的大权旁落，地方学校主要由镇守各地的军事长官开办。如征西将军庾亮在武昌兴学，规定参佐大将的子弟全部入学，并批准属下临川、临贺两郡修复学校的请求。南北朝时期，朝廷曾分遣祭酒、博士等学官到州、郡去设立学校。根据史料记载，交州、荆州、晋平州等重要的地区都曾经兴学。

河内郡野王县（今河南沁阳）孔庙，可能始建于东汉。据《水经注》的作者俪道元所见，邘水从孔庙的东面往东南流去。在孔庙庭院中的石碑上，记载了一个故事。传说当年孔子周游列国到处碰壁，打算往北投奔在晋国执政的赵简子，行至此地河边，听说晋国大夫鸣犊刚刚被赵简子所杀，惶恐中赶紧掉转车头逃走。后代晋人有感于此，遂于其地建造孔庙。俪道元不太相信这个故事，经过考证，他认为这座孔庙应该是孔子后裔在当地为官时所建。魏太和元年（477），有人上奏朝廷请求修护孔庙，这人名叫孔灵度，似乎还是孔子后裔。

南朝梁元帝先前任荆州刺史，曾兴办州学，并修建孔庙。隋代国家重归统一，各级学校陆续设置，但因立国时间较短，学校建立以后，来不及开展实际上的教学活动。

唐代前期，教育事业空前发展，特别是贞观、开元年间官学极为兴盛。贞观元年太宗（627）下诏，命令全国所有学校都要设立纪念周公和孔子的祠庙，同时追赠孔子司寇称号。此后鲁司寇庙逐渐遍及全国，庙、学结合的布局逐渐推广开来。开元年间，朝廷颁行释奠礼仪，对祭祀时间、祭祀前的斋戒、主祭参祭人、庙内陈设及祭拜仪式等都加以明确规定，从而使孔庙建筑形制趋于规范。大历二年（767），扶风县（今陕西扶风）将原有孔庙予以扩建，程浩撰写《扶风夫子庙记》，颜真卿书丹刻石。在这块珍贵的石碑中，详细地记述了扶风孔庙的建筑布局、先师及十哲等塑像位置，以及关于祭祀活动的各项安排。元和十三年（818），处州（今浙江丽水）新建孔庙，并为孔子及十哲塑像。竣工之日，韩愈为之撰写碑文，对于孔子的功绩予以盛赞。碑文大意是：句龙的功劳在于平整土地；后稷的功劳在于播种百谷。从物质生产的角度看，二者贡献很大。但要维持人类社会的和平与稳定，则孔子的道德人格更加重要。从孔子思想对古代乃至当代世界的影响看，韩愈的这一观点极为深刻。

山西闻喜县文庙，重建于北宋至和二年（1055）。司马光撰写《闻喜县修文宣王庙记》，其中对于孔子思想的历史作用，有着与韩愈同样深刻的认识。

北宋庆历四年（1044），诏令设立各级官学，但在学生的数量上，唯对县学提出要求。崇宁元年（1102）撤销限制，全部州县一律设置学校。南宋时，学校设到偏远地区。如明州的属县昌国（今浙江定海县），位于海岛之上，依然设立庙学，且得到很好的维护。宋代以后，凡县以上行政所在地普遍建立文庙。学子们为实现读书做官的愿望，虔诚地奉祀孔圣人。孔庙分布越来越广，形制逐渐趋于完善，其中有些屡经修缮，存留至今，成为胜迹。

辽代在黄龙、兴中二府所在地设有府学。圣宗统和二十九年（1011）新置归、宁二州，第二年即设州学。此外，又在各县学内设博士、助教等学官。金代大定十六年（1176），诏令设置地方府学共17处，学生多达1000人。其后又增加州学。

元朝诏令在路、府、州、县四级治所均设相应学校，但事实上并未普遍设立。路学创设于世祖至元九年（1272），设有教授、学正、学录等学官，府学及上中州学各设教授，下州学设学正，县学设教谕。教授受命于朝廷，其他学官受命于礼部、各行省或宣慰司。孔庙向北迅速拓展，在今内蒙古境内残存的不少古代城址中，都曾发现过孔庙遗迹。各地孔庙在建筑规模和建筑风格上有所差异，但在建筑布局、建筑名称、设置顺序及使用功能上，则有着相对统一的模式。

明朝初年，既在全国各府、州、县的行政治所设立学校，还在边防卫所内设卫学，在乡村设社学。又在各地设置都司儒学、宣慰司儒学等专门管理机构。儒学最盛时，全国学校合计有1700余所。

明代以前，全国孔庙内都供奉孔子塑像，但因雕塑水准的差异，有些塑像无法恰当地表现孔子的庄严神态。嘉靖九年（1530），朝廷就以此为由，下令以后新建的孔庙，都不再雕塑孔子像，而以木质牌位取代。从此以后，各地孔庙都遵从这项规定。

清代地方官学基本上沿袭着明代制度，依行政区划设置府学、州学、县学，乡间也有社学。各地设置专职管理的学官，如顺治初年在各省设置提学道，在直隶、江南两地各设置提学御史。康熙年间在各省改设提督学政，管理本省学务。在府一级设教授，在州一级设学正，在县一级设教谕。随着儒学的进一步发展，清代孔庙甚至传播到极边远的地区。如雍正年间建立归化（今内蒙古呼和浩特）孔庙、吉林（今吉林）孔庙，乾隆年间建立迪化（今新疆乌鲁木齐）孔庙等。

明代，各地孔庙的规模普遍扩大，除正殿、正门、两庑及棂星门外，常常增加泮池、照壁、牌坊及附属建筑。嘉靖以后，加建崇圣殿、敬一亭等。庙、学合一的格局，或呈左、中、右三路，如凉州庙学，中为大成殿及尊经阁，西为学舍，东为文昌宫。或呈东庙西学两路，如苏州庙学，自北宋创建时，即将孔庙置于东，学堂置于西，泮池置于前，斋室置于两侧。或呈西庙东学两路，如清同治年间所建江宁庙学：孔庙在西，依山就势，南北顺序为照壁、泮池、牌坊、棂星门、大成门、大成殿、崇圣殿、敬一亭等；府学在东，有明伦堂、尊经阁、先贤祠等。或呈一路纵向排列，如位于城市中央的固原庙学，其大殿面阔7间，“殿后起明伦堂五间，东西斋各六间。堂后作师斋四所，斋后作生徒舍四十间”。

官方孔庙以外，各地另有私立书院孔庙和民间孔庙的建设。书院讲学的风气，盛行于宋、元两代，明代因东林书院师生“讽议朝政”而遭到权臣的重大打击。清代书院再次发展，全国总数多达1900所，形成独立于官学之外的另一种教育体系。书院孔庙不像位于城市之中的府州县学孔庙那样整齐划一，而大多栖隐于山水林园之中，依据形势自由布局，或规模宏大，或仅辟一堂。宋代四大书院，通常被称为中国古代四大书院。它们分别是庐山白鹿洞书院、长沙岳麓书院、登封嵩阳书院、商丘睢阳书院。也有人将白鹿洞书院、岳麓书院、睢阳书院和衡阳石鼓书院称为四大书院。书院之内，皆有祭祀孔子的设施，或专门设置一堂，或特地开辟一区。

一个独特的文庙实例，在山西平遥县城东3公里处的金庄村。就全国而言，文庙设于一个普通的村庄内，实属罕见。这里有一个传说，元代曾经有10余名秀才居住于此，为了参加科举考试而发奋读书，后来他们中的多数人金榜题名，故在此地创建文庙，以表达对先师的感激之情。金庄文庙始建于元延祐二年（1315），后曾因水淹而受损坏，明万历年间（1573～1620）重建，清嘉庆与民国年间修葺。其建筑规模与当地普通民居相近，前后两进院，堂舍6座，占地近1000平方米。主要殿堂有状元桥、明伦堂、大成殿。大成殿内保存孔子及四配、十哲共15尊彩绘塑像，相传是元明时期遗留的作品，因其罕见而显得珍贵。孔子像的造型十分奇特，端坐于大龛之内，头戴衮冕，身着袍服，手捧镇圭，面容黝黑而威武。四配位于两侧，复圣颜回、宗圣曾参、述圣孔伋、亚圣孟轲皆着袍服，手执镇圭，神情安详而肃穆。十哲分坐于山墙下，左为闵损、冉雍、端木赐、仲由、卜商，右为冉耕、宰予、冉求、言偃、颛孙师。金庄文庙现被列为全国重点文物保护单位。

苏州文庙

在江苏省苏州人民路45号，全国重点文物保护单位。北宋景祐二年（1035），范仲淹依五代吴越钱氏南园的旧址而立，初称州学。据史料记载，当时的格局是将官学与孔庙合为一体，大成殿在东，学校在西，泮池居前，斋室傍侧，主要建筑皆坐北朝南。这种东庙西学的新格局，后为各地庙、学所模仿。南宋建炎四年（1130），苏州文庙在兵燹中被焚毁。绍兴十一年（1141），平江知府重建。此后迄至清同治七年（1868），重修或拓建工程多达30余次。清代占地面积约10万平方米，有江南学府之冠的美誉。

清末废除科举，兴办新学，苏州文庙因年久失修而破败。1949年以后，随着邻近城区的建设，用地范围一再缩小，部分建筑也被拆除。1960年以后，苏州文庙整体被占用，殿堂改为厂房、课堂、宿舍、仓库等。1966年以后遭到更严重的破坏，院落面目全非，建筑濒临倒塌。1978年开始整修大成殿、棂星门、戟门等。1985年大成殿先行开放。西部明伦堂和北部崇圣祠，1989年开始接待观众。

苏州文庙目前的用地为1.78万平方米，仅占极盛时的约1/6。平面仍为东庙西学两条轴线并列，东庙有棂星门、戟门、大成殿、崇圣祠等；西学有泮池、七星池、明伦堂等。

北宋时，大成殿一度称宣圣殿。殿内石柱础可能为北宋遗构，价值很高。南宋绍兴、元大德、明宣德年间几次重建，现存建筑为明成化十年（1474）遗构，保存不少明代部件。重檐庑殿顶，面阔7间30米，进深13檩21米，结构严谨，用料粗壮，风格古朴庄重。

棂星门原为文庙第二道门，青石雕刻，面阔25.5米，呈六柱冲天牌楼状。建筑为明成化十年（1474）遗构，但其整体曾于1980年北移300余米，立于戟门之内。戟门原为文庙第三道门，又称大成门，明成化十年建，清同治年间重修。硬山顶，面阔5间25.5米，进深7檩12.5米。崇圣祠原称启圣祠，其内祭祀孔子祖先，始建于明代，清同治三年（1864）重建。单檐歇山，面阔5间20米，进深15米，前设两庑，自成独立的院落。

泮池和七星池均为明代遗构，四周以青石驳岸。泮池上架设三孔青石拱桥，七星池上架设七孔青砖拱桥。明伦堂为府学的主体建筑，明洪武六年（1373）始建，正统二年（1437）重建，清道光、同治年间再建。硬山顶，面阔7间30米，进深18.7米。

苏州文庙以“学有教法”和“庙学合一”的创新做法，开启各州各县庙学形制之先河，在中国历史上影响很大。庙内碑刻甚多，其中宋刻《平江图》、《天文图》、《地理图》、《帝王绍运图》四碑皆被列为全国重点保护文物。


2．平遥文庙

在山西省平遥县城内东南隅，云路街北侧，与西南武庙（关帝庙）遥相呼应。全国重点文物保护单位。始建于唐代初年，后代多次修建。其大成殿为金大定三年（1163）遗构，至今建筑大体保持原貌。1957年平遥地震时有所损坏，维修时发现脊檩下有“维大金大定三年岁次癸未四月日辛酉重建”的墨迹。

文庙坐北向南，四进院落，中轴线上排列有棂星门、大成门、大成殿、明伦堂、敬一亭、藏经阁等建筑。现存建筑中除大成殿以外，皆为明清所建。从古建筑角度看，大成殿的文物价值最高。其平面接近正方形，面阔和进深皆为5开间，单檐歇山顶。

明清时期，平遥文庙曾经3次迁移。清光绪《平遥县志》中记载了一个有趣的故事：明崇祯九年（1636），新任知县上任后，发现文庙位于太子寺的南面，也就是说文庙地位高于太子庙。在他看来，太子贵为储君，而孔子地位再高毕竟属于臣僚，君臣关系不可颠倒。随即强令将文庙与太子寺南北互换。实际上，太子寺是一所佛寺，因佛祖出家前是太子而得名。当地士绅明知长官荒唐，却因畏惧权势，不敢与之抗争。直到清康熙十四年（1675）又一任知县来到后，了解实际情况，毅然拨乱反正，将文庙回归到南面。

可是据更早的地方志书记载，明嘉靖八年（1529）以前，文庙现在的地址本为佛寺，而其北面的太子寺才是文庙。清康熙十四年将文庙移置于佛寺之南，应当是儒学在势力上超越佛学的结果。金大定三年重建的大成殿，先前是佛寺内的大雄宝殿。明崇祯九年的举动，实际上是将文庙与太子寺恢复到嘉靖八年以前的位置。清康熙十四年再次互换文庙和佛寺的位置，可能还是当时儒、释二教地位互为消长的反映。

平遥县学历来与文庙合为一体，直至清末废除科举后，改办平遥县实业学校。1923年，商贾捐资在文庙开办平遥励志中学校。1950年，太岳中学并入平遥中学，以文庙为校址，扩建工程中拆除了县学和棂星门。20世纪中期，又拆除了超山书院、敬一亭、尊经阁等。1997年平遥古城被列为世界文化遗产。2003年，平遥中学迁至东城外。平遥文庙得以部分复原并对外开放，成为古城内主要人文旅游景点。


3．韩城文庙

在陕西韩城市的老县城，用地几乎占去老县城的一半，足以见其在当地社会中的重要性。文庙与县学合为一体，是全国级重点文物保护单位。韩城文庙的布局规范，建筑严谨，风格凝重。文庙为韩城增添光彩，当地民众颇以为自豪，他们常常说：中国东有山东曲阜，西有陕西韩城。

韩城文庙和县学的始建年代不详，但不晚于元代。据地方志书记载，明洪武四年（1371）在旧址重建。后虽多次经重修，但庙、学布局和主要建筑之结构基本未变，为陕西现存元明古建筑中较有代表性的实例。占地总面积为14000平方米，建筑总面积为8100平方米，单体建筑22座，其中主体有棂星门、戟门、大成殿、明伦堂、尊经阁等。门外东、西各有一牌坊，坊上匾额分别书写“德配天地”、“道冠古今”。进门以后，南为明万历年间建造的琉璃五龙壁，长17米，高4.2米，精美壮观。五龙壁的两旁，有砖雕的鲤鱼戏浪图案，合起来呈“龙鱼河图”，有读书人登进之意。

建筑群共分4个院落。在中轴线上，从棂星门至戟门为第一院落，院内可见元、清时期栽植的参天古柏。院中泮池上架设双孔石桥，池周围以石栏。院东侧为更衣亭，西侧为致斋所，另有明清两代建造的碑亭6座。院北为乾门。由戟门至大成殿为第二院落。大成殿为主体建筑，规模最为宏伟。面阔明为3间，暗为5间，进深4间，筒瓦歇山顶。殿基为石砌高台，绕以石栏，雕刻盘龙纹饰。大成殿与北面明伦堂之间是第三院落。明伦堂是明洪武四年重建时的遗构，为建筑群体中现存最古老的单体之一，正中悬挂“师道尊严”大匾额。其东西有碑林、掌酒司、典库司等建筑。通过明伦堂往北，高台上为重檐歇山顶的尊经阁，这是第四院落。台高3.5米，东西两侧配以厢房。登高阁四望，韩城老县城景物尽入眼帘。


4．安溪文庙

位于福建安溪县城东南，全国重点文物保护单位。素有“安溪文庙冠八闽”、“秀甲东南”之誉。文庙的前身为县学，俗称“孔子学”，始建于北宋咸平四年（1001）。绍圣年间（1094～1098），直讲张读主持重修并作《建学颂》。南宋咸淳元年（1265），重修大成殿及两庑。元至正十四年（1354），毁于战乱火灾。明洪武十年（1377）重建。嘉靖三十九年（1560）毁于入侵倭寇。万历三十九年（1611），重修大成殿及东西廊庑。清初又毁于兵乱。康熙二十五年（1686），大学士李光地等主持重建。此后，乾隆、咸丰、光绪年间多次重修。自宋咸平至清光绪历时近900年，经过30多次重建和增扩。参考曲阜孔庙的形制，经过当地名工巧匠的悉心打造，安溪文庙的建筑宏丽，结构严整。其大门对着笔架山，更符合古时风水形胜方面的要求。

整体长方形，南北长164米，东西宽36.5米，绕以围墙，总建筑面积达9000多平方米。坐北朝南，五进庭院，殿堂皆用闽南特产的砖石砌成，具有很强的地方风格。中轴线上自南而北依次布置泮池、照墙、棂星门、戟门、拜庭、丹墀、大成殿、两庑、崇圣祠等。崇圣祠东侧院落中是训导廨和教谕廨，廨前为明伦堂。大成殿是主体建筑，平面方形，面宽、进深各3间，重檐歇山顶，四周围廊。大殿内3间天花都采用如意斗拱，构造中莲花繁复，形成八边穹窿形藻井，当地人颇为其精美而自豪，俗称“蜘蛛结网”。

建筑中的木雕、石雕及泥塑等工艺十分细腻，到处可见画栋雕梁。装饰题材以龙凤为主体，衬托以人物、鸟兽、花卉。柱头龙凤皆作飞舞状，弯枋狮座栩栩如生。棂星门的莲花窗，亦为闽南的独特风格。石雕艺术之精湛，更令人叹服。廊间8根石柱各高丈余，蟠龙怒目卷须，为当地石雕艺术的典范。柱础的形式也各不同，有花篮式、果瓣式等。屋顶大脊上装饰游龙，亦匠心独具。安溪文庙的建筑形制及其造型艺术，曾对周边地区如永春、同安、仙游、闽清、建瓯以及广东揭阳等地影响很大，甚至随着海洋航行而远播日本。


5．建水文庙

在云南省建水县城西北，全国重点文物保护单位。始建于元至元二十二年（1285），历代增修扩建，现占地114亩。建筑颇有云南地方色彩，但总体仿照曲阜孔庙布局，采用中轴线对称式，规模宏大。棂星门内有大成门、东西庑、大成殿、祟圣祠、明伦堂、尊经阁等建筑。殿堂琉璃瓦屋顶，光彩夺目。周围古柏森森，显得庄严肃穆，雄伟壮观。

进入文庙大门，迎面是一方面积达20多亩的大池，名为“学海”，水中碧波荡漾，岸边垂柳依依。池中有思乐亭，亭的左右为礼门和义路。主体建筑大成殿，为明弘治年间遗构。全部屋架由28根立柱支撑，前檐12根为石质，每柱高5米，用整块大青石雕成，重约5吨。大门左右2根檐柱上巨龙盘绕，壮丽非凡。正面的22扇屏门上，精工雕刻飞禽走兽，形态各异，生动活泼。殿前悬挂“先师庙”三个鎏金大字，每字长1米，宽1.5米，笔力遒劲雄浑，气势不凡。殿前有高大的铜香炉一座，其上铸有大大小小的多条游龙，生动传神。庭院中古柏下有石象一对，背上驮着5尺高的青铜花瓶。一株两人合抱的苍天古木，枝繁叶茂，仔细辨认，才看得出实际上是两树共生体，一株是万年青，一株是柏树。万年青紧紧把柏树包缠起来，已完全连理同根，共生共长，合二为一了，民间戏称之为“万将军搂抱白小姐”。相传此树种植于元朝，已有六七百年的树龄。


6．资中文庙

在四川资中县城状元街，始建于北宋雍熙年间（984～987），全国重点文物保护单位。原在县城大东街，清道光九年（1829），虑及所在地低湿喧闹，州牧将其整体迁至今址。道光十五年（1835）竣工。坐北朝南，占地6700多平方米，建筑面积2600平方米。布局为多进院落式，轴线对称，主次分明。现存完整的建筑有：万仞宫墙、月池、华表、照壁、礼门、义路、棂星门、乡贤祠、名宦祠、大成门、东庑、西庑、大成殿、崇圣祠、钟楼、鼓楼以及明成化碑、清康熙碑等。大成殿等主要建筑均以琉璃瓦覆盖，正脊装饰宝鼎、蟠龙等，造型飘逸而气势庄严。照壁最具资中地方特色，壁间七孔雕塑表现云海波涛、坊塔花树、鱼跃龙门等。寓意古代学子只有努力进取，才能达到人生的光辉顶点。

资中文庙内有著名的神州三绝，近年吸引了大量游客来此参观。第一绝是孔子立像。全国各地文庙中的孔子像，大多取端坐姿势。资中文庙的孔子像，却是彬彬有礼地站立。传说北宋创建文庙之前，本地一户民宅里保存着一尊孔子立像。考虑到资中是孔子老师苌弘的故里，站立姿势正好体现了孔子自己提倡的尊师重教思想，因而将其供入庙内。据史料记载，此像是三国时期的雕刻作品。明嘉靖九年（1530），朝廷为了所谓“正名分”，诏令全国孔庙“去塑像，设木主，罢封爵”。此举连曲阜孔庙都不能幸免，资中文庙的夫子立像也被木主取代。清雍正七年（1729），诏令全国孔庙重新塑造孔子像，资中文庙没有立即执行。直到道光九年，资中文庙由大东街迁到今址，才雕刻了一尊石像，但为坐姿。此像后来又被毁，近年重修文庙时，经过多方慎重的论证，将孔子像恢复为立姿。

资中文庙的第二绝是孔子“木主”，亦即牌位，其尺度之大和制作之精，在全国文庙中堪称罕见。这块牌位制作于嘉靖九年，通高八尺八寸六分，宽四尺二寸，厚七寸五分。远远超出了当时朝廷的规定尺度：“高二尺三寸七分，厚七分，阔四寸”。曲阜也存有嘉靖九年制作的孔子牌位，其高、宽、厚与规定的尺寸完全相同。资中历史上文风很盛，曾经出过两名状元和200多名进士，或许就是以此表达对于先师的特殊敬意吧。

资中文庙的第三绝，是保存完好的众多匾额，在全国文庙中亦称罕见。在大成殿内，存有清代8位皇帝的御笔。中央最高处是康熙二十三年（1684）的“万世师表”，其次是雍正三年（1725）的“生民未有”，再次是乾隆三年（1738）的“与天地参”；横额上是嘉庆七年（1802）的“圣集大成”，然后依次为道光皇帝的“圣协时中”，咸丰皇帝的“德齐帱载”，同治皇帝的“圣神天纵”，光绪皇帝的“期文在兹”。另外还有两块匾额，分别是民国时期国民政府主席林森题写的“德配天地”，国民党总裁蒋中正题写的“道冠古今”。


7．富顺文庙

在四川富顺县城偏南，全国重点文物保护单位。此地自古因盛产井盐而富甲一方，北周武帝天和二年（567）建县。然而直到北宋初年，仍旧因文风未开而处于落后状态。景祐三年（1036），朝廷派博士周延俊来富顺兴办学校。庆历二年（1042），富顺县人李冕成了当地第一个进士。庆历四年（1044），在周延俊的倡导下，人们集资建成文宣王庙，并在庙内树立雁塔碑，铭刻全县历年科举中试者的名字。此后历任富顺知县，均热心教育事业，常在从政之余，来到文庙为学生讲课。在雁塔刻名的富顺籍宋代进士多达67人。元代文庙改称先圣庙，又有多次修建。至大四年（1311），建造戟门，安置礼器，并修葺大成殿。至治年间（1321～1323），增建御碑亭。

明朝初年，诏令改先圣庙为先师庙。洪武六年（1373），各处整修以后，增筑泮池。以后又经修建，永乐年间再称文庙。明代富顺文风又趋鼎盛，中举者逐年增多，中进士者则多达139人，声名远扬，获得“富顺才子甲西蜀”的美誉。

明代末年，蜀中大乱，富顺文庙受到很大破坏。清康熙二十年（1681），平定三藩之乱以后，历任知县对文庙进行过多次修葺。但终属小修小补，到了道光中期，建筑日显破败，其状貌与以才子闻名的富顺颇不相称。清代开国150多年来，富顺儒生中仅出了11名进士，文风衰落到如此地步，民间认为是对孔圣人不敬的缘故。

在此情况下，道光十六年（1836），知县邓任坤决定重建文庙，并与当时富顺县第一大财主肖永升商议。后者当即表示愿意尽力，遂独自承担重建文庙之全部费用。施工之初先雇用工匠，将文庙中的破败建筑全部拆除。此时恰逢富顺籍进士张震担任曲阜县令，遂专门送回曲阜孔庙的建筑图样，用作重建富顺文庙中的参考资料。道光二十年（1840），面貌一新的富顺文庙终于建成。总体占地10余亩，建筑面积3000多平方米。墙垣之内，殿堂高大庄严，包括崇圣祠、大成殿、戟门、棂星门、名宦乡贤祠、礼门、泮池、泮桥等。其中大成殿和大成门使用黄琉璃瓦。光绪三十三年（1907），诏令大祀孔子，于是在宫墙及崇圣祠屋顶上也使用了黄琉璃瓦。抗日战争时，日本飞机炸毁大成殿一角及西侧廊庑，后虽经修复，但终未能完全恢复原状，是为憾事。


8．台北孔庙

台北孔庙位于市区大龙峒，因模仿福建泉州孔庙的建筑式样，被称为“正统南中国式孔庙”。清光绪七年（1881），台北孔庙与府学一体，建于台北市文武里。1907年被日军拆除后，其地改建为新式学校。1925年，爱国人士200余人在台北集会，决定捐资购地，重建台北孔庙。1927年于今址动工，历经艰辛，1939年整体落成。中轴线上由南向北依次为万仞宫墙、泮池、棂星门、仪门、大成殿、崇圣祠等。殿堂屋顶之上，瓷粘、泥塑各类装饰色彩缤纷，为当地建筑的一大特色。轴线两侧各置东庑、东厢及西庑、西厢；附属建筑为明伦堂，作为集会之用。虽无学校之名，但教学设施一应俱全。

孔庙的入口设在西边，为重檐牌楼式建筑，屋脊燕尾高高翘起，中设拱门，两侧圆窗。棂星门中央的蟠龙石柱，采用福建泉州的青斗石与白石。仪门即大成门，门两旁的蟠龙花窗，线条流畅，一气呵成，为木雕中的杰作。大成殿为重檐歇山式，面宽5间，进深6间，四周围廊，共用42根巨柱，结构严谨。殿内神龛中沿袭明代做法，不设孔子塑像，仅供奉孔子牌位。龛上悬“有教无类”黑底金字匾额，两侧供奉颜子、曾子、思子、孟子与十二哲。每年9月28日孔子诞辰，亦即台湾教师节，台北孔庙都会举行隆重的祭孔大典，往往吸引无数中外人士前往观礼。

相对于当地同时期的其他寺庙，台北孔庙的建筑比较朴素，但整体环境庄严肃穆，细部做法又蕴涵着丰富的意义。如在大成殿屋顶中央有一对圆筒，叫做“藏经筒”，表达出当地读书人对古代经典的爱护。传说在秦始皇焚书坑儒之时，儒生为了把书籍保存下来，就在屋顶上盖了个烟囱模样的藏书筒，把书藏在那里。屋顶上还有枭的雕饰。传说这是一种不孝而残暴的鸟，可是它也接受了孔子的教化，从而使孔子“有教无类”的精神得以弘扬。此外，台北孔庙建筑中所有的柱子和门窗上都不镌刻文字，据说这是表示无人敢在孔子门前卖弄学问。

历史上，台北孔庙是台湾人民反抗外敌，坚守中华民族文化的场所。近年来，台北市政府为推广儒家文化与尊师重道思想，定期在孔庙大成殿前举行盛大的拜师活动，邀集岛内外数百位学生参与，体验中国传统文化的精华。学生于仪门外等候拜师，效法北宋杨时师从程灏、程颐的虚心精神，重现当年“程门立雪”的场景。根据规划，活动开场时敲响锣鼓，以鼓明志，以锣警惕，使学生心中除去“一己之私、一己之利”。典礼由市长担任正献官，民政局长担任纠仪官。清晨先在大成殿前月台上，由学生表演八佾舞，表达对孔子的崇敬。在拜师礼中，学生要准备6种献品，各有深刻含义，如肉干寓意感谢师恩、芹菜寓意业精于勤、莲子寓意苦心教学、红枣寓意早日高中、桂圆寓意圆满自在、红豆寓意鸿运高照。此后向老师呈献“拜师帖”，并向老师行三跪九叩大礼。接着是师长带领学子齐颂《大学》的首章，表示承担传道、授业、解惑的重任。祭典过后，会有许多人争着为子女或自己拔智慧毛，祈求子孙增长智慧、求学顺利。


五．东亚及东南亚孔庙

1．朝鲜半岛孔庙

据中国汉代的《史记》记载，早在公元前11世纪周武王灭商后，商朝老臣箕子就率领5000名族人逃往朝鲜半岛，随后在那里建立起箕氏侯国，史称箕子朝鲜。公元前3世纪燕人卫满率领移民进入朝鲜半岛，他们带去了很多与儒学相关的中国文化。公元初年，朝鲜半岛出现对于孔子的崇拜。14世纪李朝建立后，儒学被宣布为正统学问，孔子受到特别的尊崇。千百年来，孔子的道德思想和生活哲学一直影响着朝鲜半岛。儒学扎根于朝鲜半岛社会之中，尤其体现在教育、礼仪等方面。

约284年，王仁从朝鲜半岛到日本，进献《论语》和《千字文》。从贵族社会开始，儒学逐渐推广到日本全国各阶层。在圣德太子制定的《宪法》17条中，包括许多儒家思想。513年，日本开始讲习儒学的“五经”。唐代鉴真和尚东渡日本带去了中国文化，其中包含不少儒家的内容。701年，日本开始祭祀孔子。《诗》、《书》、《易》、《礼》得以讲授，《论语》、《孝经》成为必读书。直到19世纪维新运动时期，日本人在思想上仍然重视儒学，仍在建造孔庙。日本儒学的特点是把忠、孝等理念付诸行动，把儒家思想用于企业管理。企业家用“礼”来完善制度，用“仁”来调整关系。

明清时期，中国东南各省孔庙迅速发展。到清末，广东、福建、台湾、海南等地州、县一级都有孔庙，它们与学堂结合，形成相对固定的庙学体系。在此基础之上，儒学不断深入人心，对境外的影响日益增强。儒学往东南亚地区的传播，发生于近几个世纪。华人大量移居南洋后，将故乡的传统文化带到了当地。儒学随着华人教育的发展而传播，孔庙也就随之修建。除了建立专门的孔庙之外，很多地方还在华文学校中设立祭祀孔子的殿堂或者牌位。

在东南亚地区，孔庙多由华人社团捐资建设。民间修建的孔庙，大多模仿华南建筑的样式，反映出华人祖籍地的文化传统。20世纪中期以后，东南亚各国普遍重视对当地孔庙建筑的保护，不少国家和地区将学校建设与崇拜孔子联系在一起。

在东亚及东南亚地区，孔庙主要的功能在于传播儒学思想的，而不是像中国南方那样以祭祀孔子为主。其人文教化的相关因素，也常常超出了传统儒学的范畴。在东亚地区，孔庙建筑与本国的传统习俗关系密切，当地神仙也被供奉于孔庙，有的还和孔子平起平坐。在东南亚华人居住区的庙宇内，儒、释、道三教合一的现象十分普遍。当地的各类先贤往往也被列为诸神，经常出现多种文化、多种宗教合为一体的景象。

朝鲜半岛孔庙

朝鲜半岛的儒学和孔庙设立较早，大量庙学合一的乡校孔庙保存至今，其中大多有大成殿和明伦堂。庆州乡校原是半岛东南部新罗王朝的国学，始建于682年，取名成均馆，717年开始祭祀孔子及其弟子，成为朝鲜半岛最早崇拜偶像的学校。935年新罗王朝灭亡，庆州国学变成了乡校。庆州乡校与中国书院相似，主要功能是传授儒学，而不是祭祀圣贤，明伦堂内高悬着“三纲”、“五伦”、《白鹿洞书院院规》等。1592年日本入侵，庆州乡校受到毁坏，1600年以后修复。乡校位于庆州市校洞，格局为前庙后学式。孔子庙有两进院落，前后依次为外三门和神三门，神三门内为大成殿和东西两庑。釜山市东莱乡校的规模较大，门前立着“大小官员至此下马”碑。校内有明伦堂、大成殿、教化碑等，还有儒林会馆、儒道会、大成学团、女子儒道会等。有些是单纯传授儒学的书院，如庆州玉山书院、安东陶山书院等。开城文庙始建于高丽王朝成宗十一年（992），形制为前庙后学。

14世纪期，汉阳（今首尔）先后成为高丽王朝、朝鲜王朝的首都，其东门名兴仁，南门名崇礼，皆取儒学之意。故宫（景福宫）中的礼仪和制度，也依照儒家规定的礼制。成均馆位于钟路区明伦洞，原是半岛的最高学府，由于当时的高丽王朝和朝鲜王朝是中国的属国，不能称为国子监，所以据《周礼》“掌成均之法典，以治建国之学政”的意思取名。始建于1398年，1499年和1592年两度毁于大火，随后重建。该馆与孔庙形成前庙后学的格局，中轴线上由南向北依次为三门、大成殿、明伦堂，东西两侧分布着进士食堂、正录厅、丕阐堂等。大成殿内不仅供奉孔子和十哲，也供奉朝鲜半岛古代的儒家圣贤。迄今，每年春秋两季释奠及孔子诞辰举行祭孔大典时，大成殿才对公众开放，仪礼完全依照中国传统。此外还在每月的初一、十五行焚香礼，表达对先圣先师的崇敬之情。成均馆属下的各地乡校，每年寒暑假都会为中小学生开课，向他们传授忠、孝、仁、爱等道德规范和行为准则。

半岛上的高丽国是曲阜孔氏最早向海外迁徙的目的地，时当元代。元朝为控制高丽，采取了联姻政策。至正九年（1349），鲁卫王之女嫁给入元为质的高丽王子。1450年，承懿公主偕夫君前往朝鲜，随行人中包括孔子第五十四代孙孔昭。孔昭被国王封为昌原伯，死后葬于昌原。其子孙今天达到数万人，他们居住地或称孔子谷，或称丘山，或称阙里，都与山东曲阜相关。孔昭成了朝鲜半岛孔氏的祖先，其后裔多以昌原为籍贯。


2．日本孔庙

日本孔庙又称圣堂、圣庙、文庙、孔子堂等。约284年，朝鲜半岛的百济使节到达日本，传入年《论语》等儒学经典。676年模仿中国的太学，在日本设立大学寮。8世纪颁布的《大宝律令》规定，《论语》《孝经》等儒学经典为学生必读书。日本保存的孔子庙较多。现存的30多处孔庙，多为江户时代（1603～1867）遗留的建筑，大多仿效中国宋代以后的做法，将孔庙与学校合为一体。

足利孔庙和学校，在东京之北大约100公里的枥木县足利市。创建年代不详，首次重修于1439年，坐北朝南，东庙西学。原有学校建筑已毁，现有建筑多为重建。孔庙是宽文八年（1668）的遗构，有入德门、杏坛门和孔子堂，孔子堂内供奉木雕刻的孔子像。现在每年的11月23日举行祭祀活动，由市长担任主祭。

汤岛圣堂（孔庙）位于东京御茶水。宽永七年（1630）三代将军德川家光划出江户上野忍冈的一块地基，命令尊崇朱子学的林罗山建立圣堂和学塾，并由林家世袭教官，以儒学教育幕府臣僚的子弟。元禄三年（1690）五代将军纲吉将圣堂和学塾移建于汤岛，命林家三代孙林凤冈主持。宽政十一年（1799）予以扩建，占地面积达到3800多平方米。1923年关东大地震，圣堂毁于一旦，1935年重建。原为东学西庙的形制，如今仅存孔庙。建筑坐北向南，东向仰高门为第一道入口，入门后向北折为入德门，拾级而上为杏坛门，杏坛门内为大成殿和东西两庑。每年4月的第四个星期日举行祭祀活动，庙中供奉的孔子铜像据说是明朝学者朱舜水带去的，十分珍贵。

那霸孔子庙在冲绳县，这里本是中国的朝贡国流求。明万历四十八年（1620），贡使蔡坚到北京朝拜，途经曲阜，参拜孔庙后，请回一尊孔子像。清康熙十一年（1672）经流求国王批准，于久米村创建孔子庙。嘉庆六年（1801），尚德王创建了国学孔子庙。在1944年美军大轰炸中，两庙全部被毁。1962年开始重建，新的孔子庙于1974年在那霸市落成。

大浦町孔子庙在长崎市，日本华侨创建于1893年，大修于1983年。前后两进院落，有棂星门、泮池、大成门、大成殿、东西两庑等建筑。庙内铭记《论语》警句，有七十二贤人的汉白玉石雕像，还有中国历代宝物馆。


3．越南孔庙

大约在西汉时期，儒学就传到了越南，此后持续发展。越南后黎朝顺天元年（1428），黎太祖采纳大臣的建议，在首都东京（今河内）设立国子监，置祭酒、教授等教学职位；又在各处路、县的治所设立学校，置教职。黎太宗时，开始举行全国性的科举考试，中试者得以享受各种优待。黎圣宗时，于国子监置五经博士，颁行儒学五经的官方版本。此外还重视翻刻各种儒家经典，用来教化百姓。在越南民间，汉字被认为是祭祀祖先时必用的“儒字”。在中国传统“敬惜字纸”观念的影响下，越南人禁忌践踏写有儒字的纸张。儒学在这里被称之为“良教”，因为她能使人心地向善。

河内孔庙，是越南尊孔崇儒的象征。其中大成门、大成殿、奎文阁中的多副对联，集中表达了越南人对孔子和儒学的极大尊崇。大成殿的前殿中央的清康熙皇帝像，呈正在御书“万世师表”的姿态；后殿供奉孔子与四配像。与其他地方有所不同的是，此处孔子和四配的袍服冠冕皆为明代样式，应该是越南儒学于明代达到鼎盛的反映。河内孔庙与国子监合一，因而又是国家的最高学府。奎文阁后院的碑林，记载着历代科举中试者的姓名。

越南各地还有许多孔庙，如在北部海阳省锦样县，有座茅田孔庙，曾经毁于战争，后由百姓捐资修复。在南部偏僻的边和县，对于孔子既有专门的庙宇祭祀，又在关帝庙或海神娘娘庙中得以供奉。在胡志明市的孔子大道上，民间集资雕刻的孔子像，树立在正中。


4．印度尼西亚孔庙

清代乾隆年间，儒学传播到印度尼西亚。1729年，明成书院成立，虽以教学为主，但有庙学合一的性质。1900年创立的巴城中华会馆，以宣扬儒教和振兴华侨社会为宗旨。1919年，全国的华文学校已达200余所，大多以尊孔和崇儒为宗旨。1923年，孔教总会在万隆成立，创办了《孔教月报》。1955年孔教总会在雅加达重建，又在梭罗、泗水、万隆等地设立分会，许多与祭孔相关的建筑保存至今。1963年，孔教总会改名为孔教联合会。与此同时，还出现了儒释道三教合一的“三教会”。

在爪哇岛，有3处庙宇与祭孔活动有关：一是泗水文庙，现改名为孔夫子堂；二是雅加达丹那地区的观音堂；三是三宝垄的大觉寺。泗水文庙是专门祭孔的庙宇，建筑按中国南方风格建造；观音堂和大觉寺则在祭祀观音、玉皇的殿堂中，另设祭祀孔子的龛位。泗水文庙始建于1883年，是在康有为提议下，按照华南清代式样修建的，其中孔夫子堂内供奉孔子及七十二贤人。1965年，苏加诺总统发布第一号令，正式承认孔教为印度尼西亚六大宗教之一。


5．新加坡等地孔庙

新加坡于1965年独立后，社会稳定发展，中华传统文化逐渐得到重视。儒家思想对于新加坡的经济繁荣，有着很大的促进。从80年代开始，新加坡国立大学成立了“东亚哲学研究所”，以儒学为研究重点。教育部编辑《儒家伦理》图书、光盘等，用作中学教材。政府更专门规定道德礼貌周、敬老周，以求全民崇尚儒家思想的身体力行。中英文对照的孔子语录，大量出现于繁华的街市和熙熙攘攘的地铁。

在新加坡，有大量推崇儒家文化的华人学校、儒学研究机构以及各种类型纪念孔子的庙宇。新加坡的崇文阁，在福建会馆一侧，富商陈金声创建于1849年，大力宣扬儒家思想，1954年改建成今天的萃英书院。三教合一的思想在这个岛国特别流行，许多庙宇内同堂供奉着孔子、老子和释迦牟尼的塑像。在孔子庙内，孔子居中，两旁是老子、佛祖。在老君庙内，老子居中，两旁是孔子、佛祖。在佛寺内，佛祖居中，孔子、老子在两旁。南洋孔教总会设在新加坡，不定期地组织尊孔读经等活动。依照儒家的孝、义精神，华人、华侨还组织了大量的宗亲会和同乡会。

在东南亚其他国家和地区，华人也都一直坚持着炎黄子孙的传统文化，始终信奉孔子的教导。长期以来，大家以各种方式来表达对这位先哲的敬意。缅甸曼德勒的云南会馆，始建于1876年，其中设有孔子殿，又是一所传授儒学的华文学校。仰光的中华学堂，始建于1903年，它定期举行祭孔仪式。马来西亚吉隆坡的尊孔学堂，始建于1906年，其中设有孔子殿，在当地具有较大的影响力。吉隆坡的隆雪陈氏书院，致力于传授儒家文化，建筑群也保持着中国传统建筑的风格。菲律宾马尼拉的崇文书院，始建于1917年，其宗旨是传播儒家文化。日本军队占领期间，崇文书院遭到破坏，战后重建保持至今。泰国华人也在学校或会馆中设立祭祀孔子的祭堂舍。


结束语

孔子创立的儒家思想是中国传统文化的主体，其积极入世的实践精神、深厚的历史感、道德感以及价值观成为历史上中国社会意识形态的主流。两千多年来，孔子提倡道德修养，实行仁政爱民的思想，一直中国的对社会政治发生极其深刻的影响。随着全球化的日渐深入，儒学理所当然地成为人类共享的宝贵财富。1988年，一批诺贝尔奖获得者在巴黎聚会，他们发表了这样的宣言：人类要在21世纪继续生存，必须从2500年前的儒家那里寻求智慧。孔子的思想，从先秦走向现代，从中原古地走向。千百年以前，在越南、朝鲜、韩国、日本等亚洲地区，儒学就成为一门重要课程。20世纪，在华人占多数的新加坡，儒家思想成为精英治国的精神基础。1970年，美国加州政府宣布，以孔子圣诞的9月28日为当地教师节。同年，日内瓦世界宗教和平组织总部承认孔教为正式宗教。1987年，中国台湾成立孔子研究基金会。1994年，北京成立世界儒学联合会。孔子是当今世界公认的十大名人，所有中国人都会因为孔子人格的伟大而倍感光荣。孔子属于中国，也属于世界。孔子那种典型的东方的睿智，必将超越时间和空间，万古长存。

在全球化的今天，孔子学说已经深入世界各地。各国孔子学院的建立，正是孔子思想被普遍接受的表现。孔子学院是以教授汉语和传播中国文化为宗旨的公益机构，是世界各国推广儒学的平台。自2004年首家孔子学院在韩国成立以来，已有100余家孔子学院分别建立于40多个国家。她秉承孔子“和为贵”、“和而不同”的普世理念，推动多种文化的交流与融合，致力于建设一个持久和平、共同繁荣的和谐世界。


六．Confucius

Introduction

Qufu, which lies in the southwest of Shandong province China, is a famous city worldwide with rich cultural heritage. According to the archeological records, this city has a history of more than 5,000 years. The city earned its reputation mainly because of Confucius, a celebrated Chinese thinker and social philosopher. .Confucius was born in 551 BC, in the Spring and Autumn period, at the beginning of the Hundred Schools of Thought philosophical movement. About 2,500 years of oriental human experiences have been condensed and reflected in his philosophy. After his death, his teachings and philosophy has deeply influenced the thought and life of Chinese and people in some other countries for many years till the present day.

Kong Fu, Kong Miao(Confucius Temple) and Kong Lin are called "Three Kong". They are the major cultural attractions of Qufu, which are symbolizing the memory of Confucius and the worship of Confucianism. Kong Fu (family mansion of Confucius) is the place where the descendants of Confucius lived. In Kong Lin (cemetery of the Confucius family), there are original tomb of Confucius and tombs for the descendants of Confucius. Only Kong Miao breaking the boundaries of Kong Family, functions as the place for many emperors, local officials, and ordinary people to offer sacrifices to Confucius. In different historical period of time, Confucius temple has various names like Wen Miao (literally meaning Temple of Literature), Lusikou Miao (Temple dedicated to Justice Minister of Lu), Fuzi Miao (Master Temple, derived from the full Chinese name of Confucius), Zhisheng Miao (the Greatest Sage Temple), Xianshi Miao (Temple of Great Teacher, Wenxuan Wang Miao (Temple of Prince of Wenxuan).

With the development and fusion of various Kong Miao, it is more than architecture and becomes the cultural symbol for all Chinese throughout the world. Confucius Temple has close relationship with schools in history and offering sacrifices to Confucius was also included in the ancient schooling. This reflects the important role Confucianism has played in traditional Chinese culture. The historic Temple was founded by Confucius' descendants and imperial courts in honour of Confucius.. Being expanded repeatedly, this temple has gradually gone beyond the confines of family and nation. It has deeply influenced people with different family names all over China, from Kong family to almost all the other families, from the state of Lu to the whole nation even to countries all over the world. It is no doubt that Confucius Temple has become one of the symbols of traditional Chinese culture.

Confucius Temple was first established in 478 BC, one year after Confucius' death during the Spring and Autumn period. Duke Ai of the State of Lu had the former Confucius' residence rebuilt into a temple to worship and offer sacrifice to Confucius. At that time, there were only three rooms in the temple. As time went by, these three residential houses had been constantly expanded and gradually became a huge group of ancient buildings. Sima Qian, the great historian of Western Han dynasty, once paid a visit to Confucius Temple at Qufu. Seeing that Confucius, who had suffered many setbacks in his lifetime, could be respected and worshiped after his death by followers of Confucianism for generations, he was filled with respectful feelings towards Confucius.

Before the Western Han dynasty, the main task of Confucianism was to impart the knowledge of history and culture. It also taught the disciples and high officials in pursuit of self-cultivation, family harmony, and state governing. By taking the proposals of Confucian scholars, Emperor Wu of Han banned the contention of a Hundred Schools of Thoughts and honored Confucianism alone. Thereafter Confucian doctrine became the mainstream orthodoxy. Its basic teachings and values had close relationship with the sate governance and enjoyed an absolute authority, which has deep and profound influence on social life in China in the following 2000 years.

After the Han dynasty, Confucius was widely known and highly respected. Because of the high attention of imperial courts of past dynasties, the Confucius Temple was expanded and upgraded repeatedly over a long period of time. In 492 Emperor Xiaowen of the Northern Wei dynasty conferred a new title to Confucius as "The Literary Sage of Lord Zhongni". In 505, Emperor Liang Wu of the Southern Dynasty ordered to establish schools and construct the temple of Confucius. Till the Southern and Northern Dynasties, influenced by the culture of Xiyu (Western regions, a historical name specified in the Chinese chronicles between the 3rd century BC to 8th century that referred to the region of Central Asia west of Jade Gate), there appeared a kind of idolatry for Confucius.

It was Emperor Xiaojing of the Eastern Wei, Yuan Shanjian, who first advocated making statues for Confucius and his disciples. With his support, Prefect Li Ting of Yanzhou in 539 commanded to build the statues of the sage and his ten disciples. In the teachings and doctrines of Taoism and Confucianism, there is no idolatry towards the founders. In the Wei and Jin dynasties, on the climax of Buddhism's introduction to East Asia, the combination and exchange of Indian culture and Roman culture was brought to the central China. Building statues for the founders of Taoism and Confucianism was a breakthrough and reform, which greatly promoted the development of Chinese sculpture in an artistic perspective.

During the reign of Emperor Taizong of the Tang dynasty, Confucius temples were built in almost every prefecture and county school all over the country. And in the reign of Emperor Xuanzong, the images of Ten Philosophers began to be built. In the 27th year of Kaiyuan period (739), Emperor Xuanzong granted Confucius a higher position, with posthumous title "Wen Xuan". In 1008, the emperor of the Northern Song dynasty honored Confucius as "The Profound Sage of Prince of Wenxuan". Five years later, the honored title was changed into "The Greatest Sage of Prince of Wenxuan", which made Confucius' status promoted to a supreme.

The original temple of Confucius was just a memorial architecture preserved and expanded on the basis of his former residence. Since the Han dynasty, Confucius had been honored and respected as the great sage by emperors and the masses in following dynasties. As a special architecture type, with the support and investment of the ruling class, Confucius temples were expanded and developed. After Tang dynasty, Confucius temple had been built in almost every county seat of China. According to statistics, by the end of the Qing dynasty there were more than 1,500 Confucius temples all over China.

That is to say, almost every major town in China had one Confucius temple. There must be a temple in memory of Confucius in the cultural and historical towns. Even in some remote areas you will find Confucius temple. No matter for the Han nationality or ethnic minority groups, the solemn Confucius temple is the symbol to preserve and inherit the cultural heritage. Having experienced changes of nature and social unrests in history, some Confucius temples were severely damaged, some were even demolished. However, there are still many survived temples, of which some has high value of cultural relics and appreciation. The rigorous layout and structure of Confucius temple make it one of the magnificent architectures in the world.


1. Personal life

As a greater thinker and educator, Confucius' teachings and philosophy have greatly influenced and shaped the characters and dispositions of Easterners in the past 2,500 years. When he was alive, he was respected as a wise scholar. After his death, he was honored as the great sage and teacher for all ages. Still he was a human, not a god or an immortal. Thus his thought can be widely accepted by ordinary people.

Personal life

Confucius got his name from his parents' trip to Mountain Niqiu where they preyed for blessing. So they named their son after the mountain as Qiu. His courtesy name (zi) is Zhong Ni. In 551 BC, Confucius was born in Zouyi (present-day Qufu, Shandong) in the state of Lu. And he died in the 16th ruling year of Duke Ai of Lu (479 BC) at the age of 73. His father was Shu Liangqi and mother Yan. Their ancestors were once the nobles of the state of Song. In order to escape from war, they moved to the state of Lu. Lu was a fief granted by Emperor of Zhou dynasty to his son Boqin. Till the end of the Spring and Autumn period, there remained the Zhou Li in the state of Lu. Such an environment of respecting rites had profound influence on Confucius' personality.

According to the historical records, when Confucius was only 5 years old, he was able to imitate the sacrificial ceremony with his little fellows. In his grow-up, he experienced misery and difficulties. His father died when Confucius was only 3 years old, leaving the whole family in hard times. Confucius is reported to have worked as a clerk in charge of barn and livestock breading. No matter how tough the situation was, Confucius persevered in his studies. And through his attentive thinking he made great achievements in learning.

In the 26th ruling year of Duke Zhao of Lu (516 BC), political turmoil broke up in the state of Lu. Out of disappointment towards ruling class, Confucius had once moved to the neighboring state of Qi. Soon he returned home, and began to revise Six Classics including Classic of Poetry, Classic of History, Classic of Rites, Classic of Music, Classic of Changes and Spring and Autumn Annals. More and more disciples followed him. In the 9th ruling year of Duke Ding of Lu (501 BC), Confucius was appointed as Zhongduzai (Magistrate of Zhongdu.

Later due to his political achievements, he was promoted to the position of Sikong and Da Sikou(Justice Minister) in Lu. In 500 AD, in order to resolve conflicts between Lu and Qi, the two sides held a talk in a small town Jiagu near the border of the two states. Confucius was etiquette official of Lu. By making full use of force and etiquette, he made Lu get the upper wind and took back three pieces of farmlands occupied by Qi. Three years later, to safeguard the ruling of government, he proposed to demolish three guarding cities of Jisun, Shusun and Mengsun, but he failed. Then he resigned and began a long journey (or set of journeys) around the small kingdoms of northeast and central China, including the states of Wei,, Chen,,Song,, Cai, and Chu. At the courts of these states, he expounded his political beliefs but did not see them implemented. In the 11th ruling year of Duke Ai of Lu (484 BC), Ji Kangzi, who was very dominant, warmly welcomed Confucius back to Lu. In the following years, although he was revered by Duke Ai of Lu and Ji Kangzi, he actually couldn't make full play of his talents in the governing of state.


2. Thoughts of Confucius

During the Spring and Autumn period, Chinese society was undergoing radical changes and reforms. The contradictions between the new and the old reflected his spirits of that period of time. Partly inheriting the ancient philosophy of Tian Ming, he believed that it was the mandate of heaven that dominated people's life or death, society's peace or disorder (philosophy of Tian Ming: mandate of Heaven, a traditional Chinese philosophical concept concerning the legitimacy of rulers. Heaven would bless the authority of a just ruler, but would be displeased with a despotic ruler and would withdraw its mandate. The mandate of Heaven would then transfer to those who would rule best.). However, he opposed the divination which was prevalent at that time. He claimed that "The subjects on which the Master did not talk, were-extraordinary things, feats of strength, disorder, and spiritual beings." "To give one's self earnestly to the duties due to men, and, while respecting spiritual beings, to keep aloof from them, may be called wisdom." For those concepts lacking reasons but accepted by the ruling class, Confucius always escaped and avoided them instead of direct refusal.

Confucius stressed the difference between civilization and savagery. He took Li as the norms of social ethics, which can safeguard and maintain the harmony of the society. He condemned the destruction of Zhou Li(周礼). Once he was indignant about Ji's usurpation of royal rites and said of the Ji family, "They use eight rows of eight dancers each to perform in their courtyard. If this can be tolerated, what cannot be tolerated?"(At that time, only the emperor could use eight rows of eight dancers, which was the highest level of etiquette). His approach stressed the development of Li through the actions of sage leaders in human history, with less emphasis on its connection with heaven. He tried to use Zhou Li to change the distorted social reality. At the same time, without breaching the basic principles of Zhou Li, Confucius agreed to reform on certain details of Zhou Li based on the changes of era.

In his late years, Confucius devoted himself in teaching and compiling of ancient classics. He had never written any long piece of works, but his teachings and thoughts were completely collected and reflected in Lun Yu (Analects of Confucius). Analects of Confucius are a record of the words and acts of Confucius and his disciples, as well as the discussions they held. This book has influenced and will continue to have a tremendous influence on Chinese people and Chinese history. It is said that Zhao Pu (Grand councilor) of the Northern Song dynasty had once governed the state with the guidance from Analects. The thoughts, ways of thinking and value orientation from this book have been integrated into Chinese people's soul and become the basic elements molded our nation's characters.

The Analects fully describe the concept of Ren (benevolence or humaneness), which is the core value of Confucianism. All the theories and rules are created for realizing the virtue of Ren. Early in the Qin and Han dynasties, the Analects were introduced to Korea and Japan and had been the fundamental course of study for students. At the end of the Ming dynasty, this classic book was translated by Italian missionary Matteo Ricci into Latin. Based on the Latin version, it was translated into many other languages such as Italian, French, German, English and Russian, which enjoyed high popularity in the western countries. Confucius believed that the essence of Ren was based on empathy and understanding others, which has become the most important concept in the history of Chinese philosophy. In the Spring and Autumn period, Ren had been put forward and Confucius endowed it with new connotations. In political life, he stressed that the best government was the one that rules through rites. Based on this, he advocated the virtue of "Zhong shu", which is described as "What one does not wish for oneself, one ought not to do to anyone else; what one recognizes as desirable for oneself, one ought to be willing to grant to others." in the Analects.

The other important doctrine in Confucianism is Zhongyong (keeping to the Middle Way), which is a golden way to gain perfect virtue. According to Confucius, one should never go to extremes in getting along with other people in daily life. When he assumed Justice Minister in Lu, he suggested to combining punishment with leniency for the criminals. In his teachings, he paid attention to adopt different teaching methods for different students. For those who had strong personality, persuaded them to be modest. And for those who were not confident, tried to encourage them. Although he strongly opposed all the extreme words and deeds, he rejected and disdained the behavior of flattery and hypocrisy.

Confucius was very hard working and showed great interests in almost everything unknown to him. Through his efforts, he became the most versatile and learned man at that time. Thus he was honored as the great sage. But he was quite modest and always ready to learn from others. He said that "Even when walking in the company of two other men, I am bound to be able to learn from them." Confucius' doctrines were the comprehensive expression of the rational experience of our ancestors. The major part of these doctrines is good for the progress of society. The Confucianism founded by him flourished widely during the Warring States period and was celebrated as one of the famous Schools of Thought in the pre-Qin period.

At the end of Warring State period, Shang Yang, a minister of the state of Qin, initiated a series of reforms based on the political doctrine of Legalism that transformed Qin from a backward state into one that surpasses the other six states. After Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of China, unified China in 221 BC, he took a policy of "Burning of the books and burial of the scholars", the authoritative status of Confucianism was badly shaken. However, as the officials who were in charge of etiquette and music, Confucian scholars were not completely ostracized by imperial court. Unification of politics would be realized by military force, whereas which alone was not necessarily the only solution in order to make the unification lasting and stable. This is, as a matter of fact, related to the combination of political and cultural unification, in another word, a matter of rebuilding official ideology with which thoughts as the main body.

The ruler of the Qin dynasty inherited the ideological tradition of its predecessor the state of Wei, which respected Confucianism. In the historical development from the state of Qin to the Qin dynasty, Confucianism played an important role. During the period of the Western Han dynasty, the centralization of authority was strengthened. The thoughts of Confucius were attached great importance by imperial court because these thoughts conform to the social demands. Taking the proposals of Dong Zhongshu (banning the contention of the Hundred Schools of Thoughts and honouring Confucianism alone), Emperor Wu of the Han dynasty endowed a high status of Confucianism among a hundred schools of thoughts. Thereafter, Confucius was worshiped and glorified by following dynasties and finally outshined all the other thoughts.

As for personality, Confucius was honest and sincere. With positive enterprising spirit, he pursued the true, the good, and the beautiful and was devoted to the realization of ideal society. His success and failure is associated with his thought, and is inseparable from the limits of his life experience and society he lives in. He is not a deity and that is why there are some negative elements in his personality and behaviors. These negative elements are more easily detected by people. Nevertheless it should point out that it is the positive elements of his thought that have influenced China and the world most, especially the intellectuals for thousands of years.

The thoughts of Confucius have greatly influenced the fields of philosophy, literature, arts, education and history. This influence has been continued and will last for centuries. As the marrow of Chinese traditional culture, Confucianism is transmitted to East Asia, Southeast Asia, and even the world. With the invasion of western powers in the 19th century, its influence was declining. Many scholars believe that the reason of its decline was its conservativeness. Since "May Fourth Movement "in the 20th century, Confucianism has been criticized severely. However Confucius' thought and personality are still respected. In more recent years, with the rise of Chinese culture, some scholars home and abroad begin to make systematic research and evaluation on Confucius and his thoughts, which has achieved a lot of new understanding.


七．Ancestral Temples for the Confucius Family

1. Confucius Temple at Qufu

Nowadays, Confucius temples are scattered in many countries and regions worldwide with a total of more than 2,000. As the carrier of spiritual heritage, Confucius temples gain more and more respect. Its significance and value have gone beyond the boundaries of blood, race or culture. The influence of Confucius' thoughts is spreading with the original Confucius Temple in Confucius' hometown Qufu as the center. Originally there was only an ancestral temple for the Kong family at Qufu, which was built to worship and offer sacrifices to the ancestors. Two years after the death of Confucius, Duke Ai of Lu wrote a eulogy to commemorate Confucius and had the three houses of his former residence restored and rebuilt as Confucius Temple where his clothes, hat, lute, chariot and books were collected and reserved for his descendants' worship every year.

Another large ancestral temple of the Kong family is located at Xinqiao Street of Quzhou in Zhejiang Province. This temple was built by the descendants of Confucius who moved to the South, which witnessed the split and reunification of Chinese culture. Confucius Temple in Qufu is regarded as the most important one in the north, and then Quzhou Confucius temple can rival it in the south. Quzhou is the second hometown for the Confucian ancestral family, namely "Queli in the Southeast China". The Confucius temple in Quzhou is majestic and grand, in which the statues of Confucius and his wife are enshrined and worshiped in Silu Pavilion. The statues were made of wood of Chinese pistache which was brought to the south by Yansheng Gong (a title conferred to descendants of Confucius by emperor) Kong Duanyou. Usually they are put in Silu Pavilion and when there is grand sacrificial rite, they will be moved to Dacheng Hall (Hall of Great Accomplishment). It is stated in the legend that the statue was made by Confucius' disciple Zi Gong during the three years when he kept watch for his tomb. From the carving skills we can tell this statue was made before the Han dynasty. Undoubtedly it is a precious cultural relic. During the War of Resistance against Japan, Quzhou was occupied by Japanese troops. A large number of sacrificial utensil and preserved cultural relics since the Southern Song dynasty had been looted by the invaders. The wood statues of Confucius and his wife were moved to remote mountains and survived the loot and demolition.

Confucius Temple at Qufu

The Confucius Temple at Qufu is located to the west of Drum-Tower in the centre of this city. It is the largest and oldest Confucius temple in China. With its precise layout and grand scale of architecture, it can rival the majesty of Forbidden City in Beijing. The temple was constantly expanded over a period of more than 2,000 years until it became the huge complex currently standing, as well as the blueprint for Confucius temples built in other places. It has been listed as UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1994.

From the Western Han dynasty to the Qing dynasty, there were twelve emperors who successively visited Confucius Temple at Qufu. In the 12th year of the reign of Emperor Gaozu of Han (195 BC), Liu Bang returned from Huainan to Xi'an., He went to Qufu on the way and offered sacrifice to Confucius with the highest grade of etiquette. From then on, the emperors of later dynasties competed to follow the practice. In the 5th year of the reign of Jianwu Emperor (29 AD), Liu Xiu led the army to fight east. On the way he paid a visit to Confucius Temple at Qufu and ordered Justice Minister Song Hong to hold a memorial ceremony for Confucius. In the 15th year of Yongping of the Eastern Han dynasty (72), Emperor Ming also came here and offered sacrifices to Confucius and his 72 disciples. He also went to the tribune and ordered the crown prince to preach scriptures.

In the 2nd year of Yuanhe of the Eastern Han dynasty, Emperor Zhang went on an inspection tour to the east and paid a visit to Qufu. He offered a great feast for the male members over 20 years old and asked the Confucian scholars to give lecture on Analects of Confucius. In the third year of Yanguang of the Eastern Han dynasty, Emperor An also visited Qufu on his way to Mountain Tai. In the 19th year of Taihe of the Northern Wei dynasty, emperor Xiaowen hosted a memorial ceremony for Confucius. In the Tang dynasty, Emperor Gaozong Li Zhi and Emperor Xuanzong Li Longji had been to Confucius Temple and offered sacrifices to Confucius. Among all these emperors who worshiped Confucius and Confucianism, emperors of ethnic minorities seem to have much more devotion, especially emperors of the Qing dynasty. In 1684, Emperor Kangxi performed a sequence of three sets of three kowtows (three kneelings and nine head knockings) in the memorial ceremony for Confucius. And then he performed one kneeling and nine head knockings in front of Confucius' tomb. Emperor Qianlong had been to Qufu for 8 times and visited Confucius Temple and Cemetery of Confucius. He also performed the etiquette of highest grade-three kneelings and nine head knockings, which obviously showed his devotion and reverence to Confucius.

Since the Western Han dynasty, the emperors of successive dynasties had attached great importance to Confucianism. And the status of Confucius became higher and higher. Confucius temple gradually went beyond the boundary of the Kong family. It was widely built around the country and became a symbol for Chinese civilization. Nevertheless Confucius Temple at Qufu has been the most important one in the nation. In the first year of Yongxing of the Eastern Han dynasty, emperor Huan ordered to expand Confucius Temple and erect a tablet in the temple. He also appointed Kong He as the official in charge of the temple. Hereafter the Confucius Temple was expanded for several times. During the years from 1191 to 1195, the temple was rebuilt again and formed the present layout, which occupies about 300 mu (about 50 acre) in area. With 630 meters in length and 140 meters in width, the temple is divided into three parts along the three routes as the left, the middle and the right. The complex has nine courtyards divided by a north-south central axis line with red walls and turrets surrounded. The current main buildings were built in the Ming and Qing dynasties. Following the axis line, from the south to the north, there are main buildings like Kuiwen Pavilion, Thirteen Stele Pavilion, Apricot Platform, and Dacheng Hall, and so on.

Dacheng Hall stands out and is the main hall where Confucius is worshipped. In the Tang dynasty, it was named as the Hall of Wenxuan Wang, which measured 5 rooms in width. In the 5th year of Tianxi of the Song dynasty (1021), when Confucius temple was renovated, it was set in today's site and expanded to seven rooms. In the third year of Chongning (1104), Emperor Huizong got inspiration from the book Mencius and commanded to change the name to "Dacheng Hall (Hall of Great Accomplishment)". In the following dynasties, the hall was repaired and rebuilt for many times. The current one was rebuilt in the second year of Yongzheng of the Qing dynasty (1724). Covered with yellow tiles and different patterns of carvings, the hall has a tablet with inscription of "Dacheng Hall" in Emperor Yongzheng's writing. The stone carving of Sumeru throne is 2 meters high. The hall is 24.8 meters high, with 45.78 meters in width and 24.89 meters depth, the total area 1836 square meters. The 28 columns around the hall are carved from whole stones. The first 10 eaves have reliefs on them where two dragons cross in a vivid way, ranking unique treasure of carving at Qufu Confucius Temple.

The image of Confucius is set in the centre of Dacheng Hall and dressed like an emperor. It is flanked with Four Correletes, Yan Hui and Kong Ji on the east, while Zeng Can and Meng Ke on the west. Further down, there are Twelve Philosophers with Min Sun, Ran Yong, Duanmu Ci, Zhong You, Bu Shang and You Ruo on the east side, and Ran Geng, Zai Yu, Ran Qiu, Yan Yan, Zhuan Sunshi and Zhu Xi on the west side. Four Correletes and Twelve Philosophers are dressed like ancient ministers. All images are placed in wooden shrines encrusted with gold leaf. Confucian image is placed in a single shrine, while Four Correletes and Twelve Philosophers are put in pairs in one shrine. In front of each shrine, there are credence table and incense burner table with ceremonial vessels such as Bian, Dou and Jue atop, some sacrificial vessels, music instruments and dancing equipment, as well as 10 steles and 3 couplets hung above. Outside the door, there is a stele right in the middle where Emperor Yongzheng wrote "生民未有". Inside the hall, Emperor Kangxi wrote on another stele "万世师表" and Emperor Guangxu wrote "斯文在兹" on the third, while Emperor Qianlong wrote "时中立极" on the fourth stele in the south.

Apricot Platform is located in the centre of the yard in front of Dacheng Hall. It is said to have been the place where Confucius gave lectures. The old Chinese juniper beside the platform is said to be planted by Confucius himself. In 1018, Kong Daofu, Confucius descendant of the 45th generation, took charge to move Dacheng Hall backwards for expansion, and then built the platform on the original site of the hall and planted juniper around it. Since the Jin (金)dynasty pavilion-like buildings have been set on the platform, with caisson vividly carved inside. There are two monuments inside the platform. One was built in 1198 where Dang Huaiying, the most famous calligrapher then, wrote two Chinese characters, Xing Tan. Another was set up in the Qing dynasty on which carved Encomium of Apricot Platform by Emperor Qianlong. A censer made of stone is also a relic of the Jin dynasty. It is about 1 meter high, with cloud and wave shapes carved on it.

The pavilion of 13 monuments is traditionally called "Imperial Monuments Pavilions", specially made to reserve monuments with emperors'handwritings. The epigraphies are mainly the records of sacrificial rites and renovation of the temples. The inscriptions include Chinese, Phags-pa and Manchu script. The 5 pavilions north of the road were originally built in the reigns of Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong. While among the 8 pavilions south of the street, 4 were built in Qing and another half were in Jin and Yuan dynasties. The 3rd and the 6th from the left were built in 1195, while the 4th in 1268 and the 5th in 1302. The two pavilions built in Jin dynasty are invaluable cultural relics. Along with Confucius Temple, they are the earliest buildings that have been preserved.

In the Song dynasty, Kuiwen Pavilion was the library of the Confucius family. "kui" is one of the 28 constellations, which symbolizes literary talent. People regard this constellation as the "head of civil officials". In the 6th year of Mingchang of the Jin dynasty, Emperor Zhangzong honored Confucius as the leader of civil officials. Thus he changed the library's name into "Kuiwen Pavilion". One eave was added to the roof of the pavilion. In the 17th year of Hongzhi of the Ming dynasty, it was expanded into seven rooms which were preserved till today. The width from east to west is 30.1 meters, the spatial depth from south to north is 17.62 meters and the height is 23.35 meters. Inside the pavilion, it is divided into two layers. The pavilion is firm in structure. It has underwent several earthquakes over 400 years and remains sturdy. According to the records engraved on the stone tablet nearby, a great earthquake took place during the Qing Kongxi period. 90% of local houses collapsed, but Kuiwen Pavilion was still safe and sound. The characters on tablet are Emperor Qianlong's handwriting.


2. Confucius Temple was built in Quzhou

Another Confucius Temple was built in Quzhou, Zhejiang in the Southern Song dynasty 800 years ago. In 1126, armies of Jin Kingdom captured Bianjing, and the next year took captive two emperors, namely Emperor Hui and Emperor Qin, as well as their families, ministers and common people, with a total of dozens of thousands. Prince of Kang, named Zhao Gou led the remaining troops to south of Yangtze River and made a new capital in Lin'an (now Hangzhou). During this period, warfare spread throughout the Yangtze valley, and people had to move to the south to escape from war. In 1128, Kong Duanyou, Confucian descendant at the 48th generation resettled with his families further south to Quzhou. Later on, in 1136, seeing no hope to return to north China, the court issued an edict, ordering prefecture school of Quzhou to work as a temporary temple of the Confucius family and granted five hectares of land for living of the young and orphans of the family. In 1255, Confucian descendant at the 53rd generation presented to the court praying for a new temple. Emperor Lizong decreed to choose a new site in Furong bank of Ling Lake to the northeast of the town. The new temple basically emulated the model of Confucius Temple at Qufu. The construction work was finished in the next spring.

In 1276, Mongolian army invaded Quzhou. The Confucius Temple by the Ling Lake was destroyed and then relocated to the south of the city, but its size and shape was far less than that during Baoyou period. In 1282, the government ordered that Confucian descendants in Quzhou (Kong Zhu) to go to capital to accept the rank of nobility and then return to Qufu to offer sacrifice to Confucius. Kong Zhu explained that there were ancestors' graves in Quzhou and asked to transfer the rank to his brother Kong Zhi at Qufu. Emperor Kublai thought highly of this and appointed him as Augur of the Imperial Academy staying at Quzhou. Since then, the title of nobility was transferred to another branch of the Confucius family.

When Zhu Yuanzhang overtook Quzhou in 1359, he had the Confucius Temple refurbished. In 1505, Prefect of Quzhou reported to Emperor Xiaozong that the systems and etiquettes of Confucius Temple at Quzhou had been gradually fading since the nobility was transferred to the northern branch so that Confucian descendants were no different from immigration people. He said that Kong Yansheng, Kong Zhu's descendant at the 6th generation, had both ability and political integrity, should be given an official rank to chair sacrifice ceremony. In 1506, Emperor Wuzong conferred Kong Yansheng as Wujing Boshi (Erudite of the Five Classics), a rank to be followed by his descendants. Then, 224 years after this branch gave up the title of nobility, they were given another title.

Since its establishment, Confucius Temple at Quzhou had been relocated and rebuilt 3 times and renovated for more than 10 times. Until the middle of the Ming dynasty, Emperor Wuzong allocated huge fund in 1520 to build the temple at Quzhou. The temple was finished the next year, occupying an area of more than 10 mu. The current temple at Quzhou is the architecture built in the Zhengde period and has been listed as a unit of cultural relics protection at national level. The maidenhair tree and cypress tree planted in the Ming dynasty remain alive, with luxuriant foliage.

The Qing court heavily relied on Confucianism, and Confucius Temple at Quzhou was given particular attention by the emperors. In 1674, Dacheng Hall, corridors and ceremonial rooms were rebuilt, and Minister of War composed a stele for the construction. Two Prefects of Quzhou at Emperor Daoguang period financed the extensive renovations, when people were active in denoting money to support the event. During Emperor Tongzhi period, Governor-General of Fujian and Zhejiang Zuo Zongtang denoted 700 liang of silver to repair the temple, then other officials of prefecture and county level under his command actively donated money as well.

Today, Confucius Temple at Quzhou and the Confucian Family Mansion stand side by side in east and west, facing the south. Based on the axis of Confucius Temple, there are four gates in front of it, Jinsheng, Yuzhen, Lingxing and Dacheng. Outside Jinshen and Yuzhen gates, there are two archways named Demoutiandi and Daoguangujin, meaning morality witnessed the sky and the earth while knowledge tops throughout the history. Going inside the archways, there are platforms for performance during sacrifice ceremony. North to the platform, there is Dacheng Hall, in the middle of which stands status of Confucius with Bo Yu and Zi Si standing on the two sides. Steles are hung from girder with handwriting of emperors of earlier dynasties. Rooms alongside the corridors are places to worship ancestors such as Zhongxingzu (Patriarch of Rejuvenation) and Kong Duanyou. To the left of Jinsheng gate is a private school, going deeper inside, there is Chongsheng temple, with Shengze tower behind. The famous wooden status of Confucius and his wife were placed in Silu pavilion, under which there stands a monument of Confucius at the height of 2.07 meters and width of 0.85 meters. It is said that the Kong Duanyou copied the drawing of the famous artist Wu Daozi of the Tang dynasty.


八．Taixue Confucius Temple of the Capital

1. Memorial Ceremony of Official Schools in Pre-Qin

(Taixue: literally means greatest study or learning, the highest rank of educational establishment in ancient China)

Comparing with the other civilizations of the world, one of the distinctive characteristics of Chinese civilization was its highly developed education. The whole nation, from emperors to common people of all walks of life attached great importance to being able to read and write. Confucius' thought "In teaching there should be no distinction of classes", has significant impact on Chinese society. Wang Zhu, a scholar in the Northern Song dynasty, said in his poem Whiz Kid "Nothing but learning deserves your relentless efforts." Though Confucius was well-known to the world as a prominent educator, he was not the first one who started teaching. Education career had been passed down on from the Xia, Shang and Western Zhou dynasties. Starting from the 21st century BC, China's education in its early years came into being and developed during the Xia, Shang and Western Zhou dynasties. Long before, the nobles had founded official schools to foster their descendants. There are records of these early schools. Schools of the Xia dynasty were known as "Xiao" in Mencius, "Xu" in Classic of Rites: Places in the Hall of Distinction. Even though these names are still subject to textual research, they are irrefutable evidence of the existence of schools in the Xia dynasty.

Memorial Ceremony of Official Schools in Pre-Qin

It is recorded in Rites of Zhou that official schools in the Western Zhou dynasty consisted of "Capital School" and "Provincial School". The capital school, which was located in the emperor's palace or the capital of the fiefdoms, comprised preliminary and high levels. The school of preliminary level was inside the emperor's palace and that of high level in the south suburb. The school of high level in the emperor's palace was called "Biyong" and those in the capital of the fiefdoms "Pangong". "Biyong" was classified into five sections: "Taixue"in the middle, "Chengjun"in the south, "Shangxiang"in the north, "Dongxu"in the east, "Guzong"in the west. The provincial school was founded in every level of administrative districts, namely, "Xu", "Xiang", and "Xiao". Top students from provincial school could continue their study in capital school. Students of the official school were limited to sons of the emperor and the nobles and carefully selected elite of the country. However, there was no specific limitation to the provincial school, from which Confucius idea "In teaching there should be no distinction of classes" might be derived.

In the middle of the Western Zhou dynasty period, six classics came into being, which concentrated on courtesy and music (actually aesthetic education including music). Among the six classics, li, music, toxophily, and driving skills were high level of learning and were taught at high level of school; writing and arithmetic were low level of learning and taught at preliminary school. Li was intended to shape daily behavior and music to nurturing inner feelings. Toxophily and driving skills were seen as auxiliary subjects for courtesy and writing and arithmetic as basics. With the development of six classics education, most of the teachers are civil officials. Accordingly, the linear building structure of the school was changed into a compound with houses and courtyard and classrooms were arranged according to their importance. The "Wuxue" in Biyong possibly refers to classroom of different levels.

Despite of the outstanding scientific achievement, the nobles of the Western Zhou disregarded the fact and excluded science from the education. Science and technology was transmitted from father to son in all walks of life, which was gradually evolved into "family technique and skills". School education and "family technique and skills" coexisted. The former catered for social superstructure and the latter became the engine of economic development.

In the Spring and Autumn period, the power of the Zhou court greatly decreased and the nobles were transforming into feudal landlords. Therefore, the emerging social stratum "Shi" (scholar) was independent to a certain degree. They possessed knowledge and skills, which eventually led to the declining of the noble official school. At this time private schools emerged and became prosperous, which opened up a new prospect for the education in ancient China.

At the end of the Spring and Autumn period, though Confucius' school was completely private, he inherited the splendid legacy of old days. In those days, under the domination of feudal princes, the official school actually had been marked by individuality and even betrayed its original purpose. Therefore, Confucius started his private form of schooling when the official school had been no longer under complete government control. Actually, what Confucius preached conformed to the original purpose of official school. Confucius presented himself as "A transmitter and not a maker, believing in and loving the ancients" and adopted ancient classic works as teaching material instead of composing by him. To put it in other words, Confucius intended to cultivate good political talents who were able to defend moral character , run a country and establish peace throughout the world, making both country and its people benefit.

Though seemingly similar in form with Confucius schools, other schools of thoughts and teaching were completely personal ideology which intended to train political talents but was more or less related to its own interests. Therefore, their thoughts and teaching were kind of personal. "Jixia Academy", which survived about 150 years, was considered the peak of the popular practicing of teaching by various schools of thoughts. In 386 BC, Tian succeeded Jiang as the ruler of Qi. For the purpose of seeking more talents, Duke Huan of Qi, the 3rd generation of the ruler, founded a school outside Jimen in the capital city Linzi. The school was allowed to discuss critically about political issues. And all schools of thought were welcome and respected. After Duke Wei assumed the throne, Jixia Academy was expanded to a larger scale. King Xuan of Qi adopted a more attractive policy and scholars and students came in a continuous stream. Gathered here were many schools of thoughts as Confucianism, Taoism, School of Logician, Legalism, Mohist School, School of Yin and Yang, School of political Strategists, School of Eclectics, School of Agriculturists, etc., and so on. Scholars often argued intensely and this is known in history as "Contention of a Hundred Schools of Thought".

Among the teachers in Jixia Academy, the most famous ones were Mencius and Xunzi, who respected and worshiped Confucianism. After Qin conquered Qi, Jixia Academy consequently disappeared. However, the framework of setting 70 scholars followed the system used by Jixia Academy. Shusuntong, who was a learned scholar in the Qin dynasty, claimed to be a student in Jixia Academy and became a master of Confucianism in the Han dynasty. He composed court courtesy for the Han dynasty by referring to li in the Zhou and Qin dynasty. Having a profound understanding of the actual social condition at the beginning of the Han dynasty, the court li he instituted was very effective and the court order was restored rapidly. Liu Bang, the emperor, was delighted to see this and said, "Not until today did I realize the exaltedness of being an emperor".

Holding memorial ceremony for Xianshi (literally meaning "first teacher") and Xiansheng (literally meaning "first sage") had always been a tradition in ancient official schools of China. Xiansheng were those who had made great contribution to the development of society. According to legend, Yao and Shun were considered Xiansheng before the Xia dynasty, Yu was Xiansheng in the Xia dynasty, Chengtang was Xiansheng in the Shang dynasty, King Wenwang was Xiansheng in the Zhou dynasty. Xianshi referred to the one who taught and imparted knowledge. There were two types of memorial ceremonies according to different sacrifices. One was very grand with wine and meat offerings as sacrifice; the other was comparatively simple with only vegetables as sacrifice. After the Western Han dynasty, Confucius was revered as Xianshi and later as Xiansheng , and therefore honored with grand memorial ceremony.


2. Taixue Confucius Temple from the Han Dynasty to the Early Yuan Dynasty

Taixue was the highest educational establishment, which was the only university in ancient China. In the early years of the Western Han dynasty, the hundreds schools of thoughts were circulated in private schools, for there were no official schools. Emperor Wu adopted Dong Zhongsu's proposal, namely "the contention of a hundred schools of thoughts should be banned and Confucianism be honored alone." In the fifth year of Yuanshuo period(124 BC), Taixue was first founded in Chang'an, which was intended to accommodate the social elite of the nation. Great masters of Confucianism were appointed to teach the five classics of Confucianism including Classic of Changes, Classic of Poetry, Classic of Rites, Classic of History, Spring and Autumn Annals. There were only 50 disciples. The number of students kept growing and there were 1000 in the time of Emperor Yuan and 3000 in the time of Emperor Cheng. During the reign of Wang Mang, in order to please and control Confucian scholars, he established Biyong , Mingtang in Chang'an, and built many houses for them. The number of scholars at the time exceeded 10,000.

The relics of Biyong, Taixue, Mingtang, Lingtai were found at Daxing Road area in present-day Xi'an. Biyong was surrounded by waters and was round-shaped outside and square-shaped inside. According to its location and style, it should be established during the reign of Wang Mang . The relic of Mingtang was located in the eastern part of Renjiakou village. Together with Biyong, it became the supreme li architecture. The relic of Taixue was located at a place between Renjiakou village and Panjiazhuang village, with an area of over 42,000 square metres.

In the 5th year of Jianwu period of the Eastern Han dynasty (29AD), Emperor Guangwu Liu Xiu founded Taixue in the south of River Luoshui outside the city of Luoyang, and later Mingtang and Biyong were built. The relic of Taixue, which had been found in Taixue village, Xidianzhuang, Yanshi county, covered an area over 170 square metres. Each side of the walls had a door and in the middle there was a square earth-made stage, which must have been used as a classroom. It is recorded that the classroom had been built in the 27th year of Jianwu period of the Eastern Han(51 AD). To the west of the classroom, there was a round earth-made stage which must have been the remains of Biyong. In the first year of the reign of Emperor Shun (126), the central government started the expansion of Taixue. It took one year and 112,000 manpower to establish 240 big rooms and 1,850 small ones. The total area of the Taixue relic is 50,000 square meters. The foundations of rooms were well-arranged. It had accommodated the maximum of 30,000 Taixue students. In the late years of the Eastern Han dynasty, students of Taixue joined the campaign against arrogation of imperial power by eunuchs and became persecutees. More than one thousand students were arrested and put into prison.

Luoyang Taixue, which had been founded in the Eastern Han dynasty, survived till the Western Jin dynasty and still could accommodate more than 10,000 students. In the relic of Luoyang Taixue, a Biyong stele made in 278 was found, which was 3.32 meters high and 1.1 meter wide. The top of the stele was a dragon and the body bore 30 lines of Chinese characters in official script, which recorded the story that Emperor Wu of the Jin dynasty Shima Yan and his son Shima Zhong once came here in person.

During the time of the Sixteen States period, the Hu regime also established Taixue, Simenxue, Junguoxue and music school, which mainly intended for descendents of government officials. Those schools went through unstable development because of the chaotic political situation. In time of Emperor Daowu of the Northern Wei dynasty, Guozi Taixue (imperial college) and Taixue were founded separately. Simenxiaoxue was added to the system in time of Emperor Xiaowen and Emperor Xuanwu. At that time, the education system consisted of Guozixue (imperial college), Taixue and Simenxiaoxue. From the late years of the Southern and Northern Dynasties till the Sui dynasty, subjects as music, writing and arithmetic began to appear on the curriculum.

At Wuben Ward, to the south of the emperor's palace in the capital Chang'an of the Sui and Tang dynasties were founded Guozijian (imperial college) and Confucius temple. Archeologists' research indicated that Wuben Ward was over 700 meters long and 500 meters wide. According to Chang'an City Map made by Lü Dafang, Wuben Ward had two doors at both ends and Guozijian (imperial college) was at the west gate. Confucius Temple was in the south, which had a separate court and had one door in the south side and one door in the east side respectively.

The curriculum of Guozijian (imperial college) in the Tang dynasty included courses as Guozixue, Taixue, Simenxue, music, writing and arithmetic, etc. Students enrolled in different schools according to their father or grandfather's position in the government. It was recorded that there had been 300 Guozi students, 500 Taixue students, 1,300 Simenxue students, 50 music students, 30 writing and arithmetic students. In the 2nd year of Wude period of Tang Emperor Gaozu (619), Confucius temple had first been built in Guozijian in Chang'an. Another Guozijian (imperial college) was founded in Luoyang in the 2nd year of Longshuo period of Tang Emperor Gaozong (662). During the early years of the Tang dynasty, the majority of the successful candidates in the highest imperial examinations were from either Chang'an Guozijian or Luoyang Guozijian. Those who had not received education in Guozijian often felt ashamed, even though they successfully passed the imperial examination.

In the early years of the Song dynasty, only Guozijian (imperial college) was established and there were not so many quotas of student. In the fourth year of Qingli period of the reign of Emperor Renzong (1044), as Fan Zhongyan's reform was implemented, Taixue was established in Dongjing (now Kaifeng , Henan) and 200 students were first enrolled. Taixue was expanded during the time of Emperor Shenzong and the number of Taixue students reached 2400. Biyong was founded to supplement Taixue and students reached 3800. Because imperial examination was abolished and government officials were chosen directly from school students, schools at this time boomed. In 1142, the imperial court of the Southern Song dynasty reestablished Taixue in Lin'an (capital of the Southern Song, modern-day Hanzhou) and the number of students reached 1700 till the end of the Song dynasty. The school produced a great number of officials and scholars who had great influence over China. Taixue in the Song dynasty had became an important center for transmitting Neo-Confucianism and political activities.

Though Confucianism had been revered since the early years of the Western Han dynasty, in Taixue no memorial ceremony had been held to show respect for Confucius till the late years of the Western Han dynasty. The disciples of Taixue regarded Yao, Shun, Yu, Chengtang and King Wen of the Zhou dynasty as Xiansheng. They respected their teachers and took them as Xianshi, for example Gao Tangsheng who taught Classic of Rites, Master Zhi who taught Classic of Music, Master Mao who taught Classic of Poetry and Fu Sheng who taught Classic of Books.

Confucius and Zhougong (Duke of Zhou) were worshipped together in Taixue in the time of Emperor Ming of the Eastern Han. The several successive emperors had all come to Biyong in person to show respect for Confucius with the Taixue disciples. In the late years of the Han dynasty, the ceremony must have been a grand one for there had been more than 30,000 disciples in Taixue.

In the 7th year of Zhengshi period of Kingdom Wei (246), Prince of Qi ordered Taichangqing (official in charge of rites) to offer Shidian (sacrifice of the highest level) to Confucius and his disciple Yan Yuan in Biyong. In the third year of Taishi period of the Jin dynasty (267), Emperor Wu promulgated important edict to Taixue and fiefdom of Lu that sacrifices should be offered to Confucius all the year. Since then holding Shidian (sacrifice of the highest level) in Taixue had gradually developed into a system.

In the Three Kingdoms period the Kingdom of Wu established Taixue and Confucius temple in the capital city of Jianye (present-day Nanjing). Eastern Jin followed suit in its early years. In the third year of Xiankang period (337), Emperor Cheng adopted proposals from Confucian scholars that Taixue should be rebuilt in the southern side of Qinhuai River (modern-day Dongshuiguan area). Later Emperor Mu set up Taixue inside the palace for the reason that it was too far from his palace. In the tenth year of Taiyuan period of Jin (385), Emperor Xiaowu transferred Taixue to the northern bank of Qinhua River and built Confucius temple at its west side(modern-day Dazhongqiao area). During the period of the Southern dynasty, from Song to Emperor Wu of Liang, the Confucius' disciples such as Zeng Dian, Zeng Shen and Zi Lu were also added in the memorial ceremony held in Confucius Temple.

In the early years of Northern Wei, Taixue was established outside the capital city of Pingcheng (present-day Datong) and Guozixue (Imperial College) inside Pingcheng. Guozixue consisted of the halls of Xuanwentang and Jingwudian. Emperor Xiaowen once came to Xuanwentang to pay respect for Confucius. After the capital was moved to Luoyang, both Taixue and Guozixue were rebuilt. In the thirteenth year of Taihe (489), there was Xuanni Temple inside the Taixue. As the highest level of sacrifice rite, the music of Xuanxuan and Dance of Eight Yi (eight rows of eight dancers, which was the highest level of etiquette) were adopted. The sacrifice and vessels were all chosen according to the highest standards. Every year in the second month of spring and autumn, the ritual was held. On the first day of each month (according to lunar calendar), led by Guozi Jijiu (official in charge of Imperial College), the scholars and disciples would worship Confucius and his disciple Yan Yuan.

In the Sui dynasty, emperors followed the tradition and worshiped Confucius as Xiansheng and Yan Yuan as Xianshi. In the second year of Wude period of Emperor Gaozu (619) of the Tang dynasty, the emperor ordered to establish temple for Duke of Zhou and Confucius. Duke of Zhou was in the middle of the temple as Xiansheng, and Confucius was on the west side of Duke of Zhou as Xianshi. In the second year of Zhenguan period of Emperor Taizong (628), taking the suggestions of Fang Xuanling and others, Confucius was worshiped as Xiansheng instead of Duke of Zhou. Yanyuan was regarded as Xianshi. In the 4th year of Zhenguan period of the Tang dynasty(630) , the Tang emperor issued the imperial edict that Confucius temples should be built in all the schools of every prefecture and county. Ever since then, the imperial court made unified standards for the title, the scale of Confucius temple, and the etiquette. The ethos of respect for Confucius and Confucianism had reached a new level in history. Confucius temple was widely built around the country.

In the later Zhou dynasty period of Five Dynasties, the Guozijian (Imperial College) and Confucius temple were located to the east of south imperial road in the capital city of Bianjing (modern-day Kaifeng). In the early years of the Northern Song dynasty, Guozijian and Confucius temple were remained and later built Taixue in the west of imperial road in the inner city. Several emperors of the Song dynasty had visited Confucius temple and worshiped Confucius. In the late years of the Northern song dynasty, emperor Huizong ordered that the layout and scale of Confucius temple could resemble that of imperial ancestral temple. Thus the Confucius temple can be compared with palace. In the first year of Chongning period, Biyong was established in the south of the city. After moving to the south, Taixue was built to the west of imperial road in Lin'an (now Hangzhou). In the west side of Taixue built Confucius temple, with the front portal of Lingxing Gate and in the back the main hall. The tablet of "Hall of Great Accomplishment" was hanged in the main hall. Emperor Gaozong came there to attend the memorial ceremony. The hall of Confucius temple was called Dacheng Hall (Hall of Great Accomplishment) ever since then.

In the 3rd year of Shence period of the Liao dynasty, Confucius temple, Buddhist temple and Taoist temple were built together to the southwest of imperial palace in the Upper Capital (south of Left Balinzuo Banner, Inner Mongolia) to popularize the Han culture. Confucius temple, with Guojijian to its south, was also built in Nanjing (modern-day southwestern district of Beijing).

After Jin successfully annihilated the Liao dynasty, Emperor Xizong visited Yanjing (now Beijing) in 1141 and worshiped Confucius temple in person. After moving to the new capital Yanjing, Prince Hailing had the stone carvings of the nine classics collected originally in Bianjing (modern-day Kaifeng, Henan) moved to the Guozixue (Imperial College) in Yanjing. In the 2nd year of Cheng'an period of the Jin dynasty (1197) Emperor Zhangzong went to Confucius temple to offer sacrifice. Two years later, he ordered the establishment of Taixue and Biyong in the southern part of the city and followed the practice of the Han emperors ,worshiping Confucius inside Biyong.

In the 7th reigning year of Yuan Emperor Taizong (1235), the capital of Helincheng was built. In the following year, Confucius Temple was built together with Sitian platform (Astronomical Observatory). In the first year of Zhongtong period of the Yuan dynasty (1260), Kublai Khan ascended the throne in Kaiping Fucheng (his residence which was built 300 km north of Beijing and later became the capital of his empire). In the sixth year of Zhiyuan period (1269), he ordered his ministers to build Confucius Temple in the southeast of the capital. The site has been preserved till today with surrounding walls of 150 meters long and 100 meters wide, which has the traditional layout, namely Imperial College in the west and Confucius Temple in the east.


3. Guozijian and Confucius temple during the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties

In 1215, when Mongolian troops attacked Zhongdu (Central Capital) of the Jin dynasty, Confucius Temple inside city was destroyed. Wang Ji, Commissioner of Pacification Office, was with the force that occupied the city. He had a new Confucius Temple built on the site which used to be the old Privy Council, and placed stone drums of the Zhou dynasty in the house. When Kublai Khan was enthroned, he commanded this temple as a make-shift Confucius Temple in the capital. In 1267, a new city was built to the northeast of Zhongdu, which was renamed Dadu (Great Capital) in 1272. In the 6th year of Dade period (1302), Emperor Chengzong decreed to build a new Confucius Temple in the Capital, and then the construction started and took 5 years to finish. The design and structure derived from the temple at Qufu with a simplified version. Dacheng Hall occupied a size of 7 houses, larger than whatever had been built in earlier dynasties. Later on, the stone drum of the Zhou dynasty was moved to Dacheng Gate and carried on to today. In the same year when Confucius Temple was completed, the Yuan court built Imperial College to the west of it, forming a layout that temple was on the left while college on the right in separate yards. This is quite different from the tradition of earlier dynasties where both temple and college are located in one yard.

This is the renowned Confucius Temple in Beijing. It locates in Imperial College Street inside Anding Gate, occupying an area of 20,000 square meters, with a history of over 700 years. Among all the Confucius temples around the country, Beijing Temple enjoyed the highest rank for it was an imperial temple in theYuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. The scale of Dacheng Hall was similar to that of Supreme Harmony Hall of Forbidden City and status of Confucius was equal to an emperor. In the yard, there are 14 stele-pavilions from the Ming and Qing dynasties, as well as 198 monuments with carved names of Jin Shi (Metropolitan Graduate) from the Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties. Emperor Qianlong paid formal visits to Confucius Temple for 8 times and granted a privilege to use yellow glazed tiles atop the temple , which meant the highest rank for a building in the Qing dynasty.

The Imperial College is to the left of Confucius Temple. Along the central axis, there are Jixian Gate, Taixue Gate, and archway with glazed tiles, Biyong, Yilun Hall and Jingyi Pavilion. The four halls and six houses are classrooms which lined the two sides. In the yard, there are time counting instruments such as bell, drum and sundial. The archway with glazed tiles was splendid with horizontal inscribed boards written by Emperor Qianlong on both sides. Biyong house is in the centre of the yard, a place where emperor sometimes came to give lectures. With gates on its four sides and waters around it, there are white marbles working as fence that set off its dominance of the whole building.

In the beginning of the Ming dynasty, the court made Nanjing its capital. The rulers firstly transferred Jiqingluxue of the Ming dynasty into Imperial College and Confucius Temple, and then built a new Taixue (National University) on the southern part of Jilongshan in northwest of the capital, as well as Confucius Temple to the east of National University. The first emperor of the Ming dynasty Zhu Yuanzhang once paid a visit to the temple. When Emperor Chengzu moved the capital to Beijing, the Imperial College and Confucius Temple of the Yuan dynasty continued to be used. In the 14th year of Hongzhi period of the Ming dynasty(1501), the walls of Confucius Temple were repaired and a screen wall was added. The worship of Confucius also reached a higher level. In the ninth year of Jiajing period of the Ming dynasty (1530), Confucius was given a new title, Zhishengxianshi (The Former Teacher who Arrived at Sagehood) and Dacheng Hall was renamed as Xianshi Hall. At that time the Ming court took an important measure. They demolished statures of Confucius and his disciples and worshiped wooden memorial tablets instead. The court believed that it was actually a blasphemy to mould the sage into varied statues just based on imagination of people. They stressed the point that "the sage is in my heart" so as to reflect further their respect to the sage.

In the early years of the Qing dynasty, Imperial College and Confucius Temple built in the Ming dynasty continued to be used and four emperors of the Qing dynasty, namely, Shunzhi, Kangxi, Yong zheng and Qianlong, successively paid a visit to the place. In the period of Qianlong the names of Dacheng Hall and Dacheng Gate were restored, the roofing tiles of the halls were replaced by yellow glazed tiles. By the thirty-second year of Guangxu period (1906), the worship of Confucius was further lifted and the Dacheng Hall started to be expanded.

After the founding of the Republic of China, Confucius Temple was further expanded since then and was completed in 1916. Dacheng Hall finally became the grandest building, having nine temples with double-eaved roof. Confucius Temple in Beijing was not only the one with longest history, largest size and highest rank, but also the sole one remained in Beijing.

Today, Confucius Temple in Beijing has four parts which from south to north are Xianshi Gate, Dacheng Gate, Dacheng Hall and Chongsheng Temple. There are Pavilion of Monuments, Shenchu, Xingsheng Pavilion and Jing Pavilion on the east, and Pavilion of Monuments and Zhizhai Building on the west, with Chijing Gate connected to the imperial college. Inside Dacheng Gate, there are 10 stone drums and 2 monuments made in the Qing dynasty. The temple and the college are well preserved and have been listed as national cultural relic protection unit. There are a stone sculpture and a bronze statue of Confucius placed in Confucius Temple and Imperial College respectively.


九．Confucian Confucius Temples in Local OfficialProvincial Schools

1. Suzhou WenmiaoWen Miao (Confucian temple)

The ancient Chinese education institution in ancient China consisted of the central official school in the capital city and the local official provincial schools. pProvincialLocal official schools could be traced back to the Xia dynasty and they began to grow grew very quickly in the Han dynasty. Local official schools had different Their names were varied due according to different administrative levels their position in the regionalism system. The school in Jun (sub-prefecture) was named Xue, Xiao in CountyXiancounty, Xiang in townXiangtownship, Xu in village. Xiangxu was was a the general term to refer to for a schools.

In the reign of Emperor Jing of the Western Han dynasty, Wen weng Weng assumed the , who was the governor prefecture of Shu prefecture Jjun when emperor Jing of Western Han dynasty was in power, and founded a school in the southwest of the city. By and byAs time passed local people were felt proud of being fond of learning, the general mood of Shu Jjun was improved greatly. Believing this method was a very efficient way of in moral lessonen lightening the common people masses, Emperor Wu of the Han dynasty issued an order edict, that ordering those all local provincial governments should around the country to all establish schools in all areas of the nation. However, students at this time only showed their respect for Duke of Zhou. Not until the second year of Yongping era period of Emperor Ming of the Eastern Han dynasty Emperor Ming (59), Confucius together with Duke of Zhou was paid respect were worshiped in both the capital central and local provincial schools.

It was in the last years of the Eastern Han dynasty that Confucian Confucius temple Temple began to be built outside his out of Confucius' 'hometown Qufu. Confucius His Descendants of Confucian family must have made great efforts in building Confucian Confucius temple Temple in other places outside of Qufu. It was is recorded in According to Commentary on the Waterways Classic, that in the time of Emperor Huan of the Han dynasty, Kong cChou had built a Confucian Confucius tTemple besides Laozi templeTemple in the hometown of Laozi (modern-day Luyi, Henan). This Confucius temple wasis placed situated in an obviously humble position, probably for Confucius had once consulted Laozi on many academic questions.

During the period of the Western and Eastern Jin Dynastiesdynasties, the imperial power of the court was weakened. l Provincial schools were controlled mainly by local military authoritiescommanderslords. For example, Western Expedition General Yu Liang, a general who had once gone to war conquering the west of the country, established schooling in Wuchang, ordered that requiring all sons of his underling generalshigh ranking officials mustto attend school, and endorsed applications to restore schools in prefectures of Linchuan and Linhe. The central governmentIn the time of the Southern and Northern Dynasties the court sent officials to establish schools in local areasprefeturezhou and sub-prefeture. According to the records of historical documents, records, schools were founded established in many some important states placesprefectures, such as Jiaozhou, Jingzhou, and Jinpingzhou.

The ConfucianConfucius tTemple in at Yewang County county of Henei sub-prefecture (now modern-day Qinyang of, Henan province) was possibly first built in the Eastern Han dynasty. According to Li Daoyuan, who wortethe author of Commentary on the Waterways Classic, River Yushui flowed southeast from the east side of the ConfucianConfucius templeTemple. A story was inscribed in a stone stele in the temple courtyard. It reads that Confucius traveled went to this place while touring travelling athe round states. He had planned to go to Zhao Jianzi, who ruled the state of Jin, for shelter. When he learnt that the Jin minister Minister Ming Ddu, a senior official of Jin, had been killed executed by Zhao jianzi Jianzi, and he immediately escaped ran out of this place. The Jin Ppeople of Jin dynastylater generations built Confucius temple Temple in this place site in memory of this event. Li Daoyuan refused to believe doubted this story. Through his research and he proved that this temple must have been built by a Confucius' 'descendants who when he assumed office had been was a government local official here. In the 1st year of Taihe of the Wei(477), Kong Lingdu, who was very likely to be a descendant of the ConfuciusConfucian family, proposed to the central governmentcourt that to restore the temple should be restored.

Emperor Liangyuan of the Southern DynastiesDynasty, who had once been an official inPrefect of Jingzhou, established a statezhouprefecture school and founded built a ConfucianConfucius templeTemple. During the Sui dynasty, with the reunification of the country nation, different levels of schools ofat different levels were reestablished successively. However, because due to the the fall of the Sui dynasty did not last very longin a relatively shorter time, the schools actually did not had no time to develop operate normally, for Sui dynasty perished soon.teaching activities.

In the early years of the Tang dynasty, official education boomed, especially in the time of Zhenguan eraperiod and Kaiyuan eraperiod. In the first year of Zhenguan eraperiod (627), Emperor Taizong ordered decreed to build temple in that all schools of around throughout the country nation must built build a temple in memory of Duke of for Zhougong and Confucius, and conferred a posthumous title of Sikou Justice Minister on Confucius. Since then, This thisthe model of building temple in conjunction with combination of school and temple was spread all over the country. During the era period of Kaiyuan, the central government court issued a set of Shidian etiquette on memorial ceremony model, which gave explicit instructions on almost every aspect of the process of memorial ceremony worship. In 767, the ConfucianConfucius temple in at Fufeng County county (nowpresent-day Fufeng, Shaanxi) was expanded.

Cheng hHao worte wrote an article "on On the building of Fufeng Fuzi Confucius Temple" and a stele was erected on which was inscribed Yan Zhenqing's calligraphy. In Tthis precious stele described in detail the lay-out of the temple and the positions of statues of Confucius and ten other great philosophers sages and the procedures of the memorial ceremony are described in detail. In 818, another new ConfucianConfucius temple had beenwas built in Chuzhou (present-daynow Lishui, Zhejiang) inside which there were statues of Confucius and ten great philosopherssages. On the date of completion, Han yu Yu wrote an article inscription in praise of Confucius' achievements. The articleIt indicated that the contribution of Ju Long was leveling off the ground, the contribution that of Hou Ji was planting crops, both of whom left precious legacy in terms of material production. However, Confucius' doctrines teachings about moral characters were even more important in terms of maintaining peace and stability of the worldhuman society. The influence that that Confucius Confucian thought has had on china China and even the world has proved Han Yu's vision.

Wen Miao (ConfucianConfucius temple Temple) in at Wenxi County county, of Shanxi province was rebuilt in the second 2nd year of Zhihe era period of the Northern Song dynasty (1055). Shima Guang wrote "Comment on the building Building of ConfucianWen Miao Temple in at Wenxi County" and expressed the same belief with Han yYu as for the historical role of Confucius Confucian ideas.thought.

In the fourth 4th year of Qingli eraperiod of the Northern Song dynasty (1044), the imperial central governmentcourt decreed to buildissued a decree that local official provincial schools at all levels should be established. However, the number of students of the county level schools was restricted. In the first year of Chongning era (1102), the restriction was abolished. Schools were built even in some remote areas during in the Southern Song dynasty, for example, at Changguo of Mingzhou, state which was is an island, a Confucius temple was in the sea also established built a temple school and was well maintained. After Since the Song dynasty, the administrative divisions above country almost all counties and states had widely established WenmiaoWen Miao (ConfucianConfucius tTemples). The students sincerely worshipped Confucius in hope of realizing their official career. More and more Confucius temples were built, and of which many some were are regularly maintained and survived till today as tourist attractions.

During the Liao dynasty, state-run prefectural schools were established in Huanglong and Xingzhong. In the the 29th reigning year of Tonghe of Emperor Shengzong of the Liao dynasty(1011), two Gui states zhou and Ning zhou were newly set up, and in the following year state prefecturalzhou schools were established there. In addition, the government assigned officials like Boshi (Erudite) and Zhujiao (officials to administer schools Instructor) in schools of at county level. In the 16th year of Dading eraperiod of the Jin dynasty, seventeen state-runprovincial schools were founded established with a total of more than 1,000 students enrolled.

IThen the Yuan dynasty decreed to establish schools, emperors issued the orderedict that schools should be established according to differentat levels of route, prefecture and countyLulu, Fufu, Zhou zhou and countyxian. But in fact this order was not fully put into practice. The luroute Sschools of Lu were set up in the ninth 9th year of Zhiyuan eraperiod of Kublai Khan Emperor Shizu of the Yuan dynasty(1272), which was administered by school officials like Professors, Xuezheng and Xuelu. The professors was were appointed by the imperial court. The other school officials were appointed by Li Bu (Ministry Board of ritesRites) or each administrative province or Xuanweisi (an institute which is was responsible forin charge of military administration). The number of ConfucianConfucius tTemples was increased rapidly in the north. The historical remains relics of ConfucianConfucius temples have been discovered unearthed excavated in rites of ancient cities in Inner Mongolia. Confucius temples aroundthroughout the country are There are differencest in scale and style of architecture of these Confucian temples, however, they have unified model in layout, name and function.

In the early years of the Ming dynasty, schools were widely built all over the country. Even in the frontier defense stations, there was defense government school. In the village there was Shexuevillage school. Some special administrative organs, such as Dusi Confucianism , Xuanweisi Confucianism, were also established throughout the country. When Confucianism reached its peak was in its the period of great prosperity, the total number of school number of schools all over the country nationwide had amounted to 1,700.

Before the Ming dynasty, statues of Confucius Confucian image had always been enshrined in the ConfucianConfucius temples. Due to the disparity difference in sculpture skills, some statuesimages cannot were not able to fully reflect the dignified expression of Confucius in a proper way. Therefore in the nin9th reigning year of Emperor Jiajing period of the QMing dynasty(1530), the imperial court ordered that statues of Confucius would be replaced by wooden tablets in all the newly built ConfucianConfucius temples. After that Since then, ConfucianConfucius temples all over the country had obeyed this order complied with the regulation.

In the Qing dynasty, state-runprovincial schools basically followed the system of the Ming dynasty, which had Fuxue, Zhouxue, Xianxue and Shexue according to administrative division. School Officials officials were appointed there to administer the school srative position at different levels. For example, in the first 1st ruling year of Emperor Shunzhi of the Qing dynasty, the position of Tixuedao(Superintendent of Training) was appointed installed in each province. In the reigning periodreign of Emperor Kangxi, the position of Tiduxuezheng (Provincial Education Commissionor) was appointed set in every province, who was in charge of education and academic activities in the province. With the further development of Confucianism, ConfucianConfucius temple Temple in the Qing dynasty was spread even built into extremely remote areas, such as Guihua (modern-day Hohhot, Inner Mongolia) Confucius Temple , Jilin Confucius Temple, built in the reign of Emperor Yongzheng, and Dihua (modern-day Urumqi, Xinjiang)Confucius Temple built in the reign of Emperor Qianlong., such as Inner Mongolia, Jilin and Xinjiang.

In the Ming dynasty, the scale of ConfucianConfucius temples waswere expanded. Annexes like Pool, memorial archway and screen ing wall were added, in addition to the original main hall, front door and Lingxing Gate. After the reigning reign of Emperor Jiajing period, Chongsheng Hall and Jingyi Pavilion Jingyi were added to the original layout. There are four different patterns of "combination of school and temple" layout: the first one is the division of three routes (the left, the middle and the right), taking ConfucianConfucius temple Temple in Liangzhou as an example. This temple was divided into three parts, Dacheng Hall and Zunjing Pavilion in the middle, a lyceum in the west and Wenchang Palace in the east. The second is the division of two routes (temple in the east and school in the west), taking Suzhou ConfucianConfucius temple Temple as the an example. Since its establishment in the early years of the Northern Song dynasty, the ConfucianConfucius temple was in the east and the school in the west, with the pool in the front and chambers on both sides.

The third is temple in the west and school in the east, taking the example model of Jiangning ConfucianConfucius temple Temple which was built in reigning periodreign of Emperor Tongzhi period of the Qing dynasty. The ConfucianConfucius temple is in the west, which conforms to the line of the mountain. From the south to the north, there are Sscreening Wallwall, pool, memorial archway, Lingxing GategGate, Dacheng Gate, Dacheng Hall, Chongsheng Hall and Jingyi Pavilion. The academy school is in the east with buildings of Minglun TangHall, Zunjing Pavilion and Ancient sage memorial Memorial hallHall for First Sages. The fourth one is vertical arrangement of these buildings, with Guyuan Confucius temple Temple as an example. The main hall has a front width of seven rooms. Behind the hall is the Minglun Hall of five rooms. On both sides of the hall there are six chambers.

Besides official ConfucianConfucius temples, there were private and civilian ConfucianConfucius temples. The academy of high learning had undergone great prosperity during the Song and Yuan dynastydynasties. In the Ming dynasty, the Donglin academy was severely persecuted by the officials with power because they criticized and commented on the political affairs of imperial court. In the Qing dynasty more than 1,900 academies of high learning were set up, which formed another educational system separated from official educational institution. Unlike ConfucianConfucius temples in cities, ConfucianConfucius temples in academies did not have unified layout. Most of them were built in the deep of mountains with beautiful landscape. Some were grand and some were simple. In the four most importantrenowned academies ofin Ancient ancient China, there was specific room or area for holding memorial ceremony for Confucius. These academies are Bailudong Academy in Lushan Mountain, Yuelu Academy in Changsha, Songyang Academy in Dengfeng , and Suiyang Academy in Shangqiu.

A unique ConfucianConfucius temple Temple is located in Jinzhuang Village, 3000 kilo-meters east of Ping Yaoyao county town, Shanxi province. In China There there are fewit was rare to build ConfucianConfucius t Temples which are built in an ordinary village. There is a legend about this temple. It is said that there are were more than ten Xiu cCai (the lowest degree conferred upon successful candidates who were qualified to participate in Provincial Examinations in the civil service recruitment examination sequence one who passed the imperial examination at the county level) living here in the Yuan dynasty. They studied very hard for the public imperial examinations at government level. Due to their efforts, later most of them succeeded in the government imperial examinations. Therefore, a WenmiaoWen Miao (ConfucianConfucius temple) was set up to express their respect and gratitude for the great teacher ConfuciusXianshi. ConfucianConfucius tTemple of at Jinzhuang village was first built in the second 2nd year of Yanyou era period of the Yuan dynasty (1315).

It had beenwas damaged by a flood and got reconstruction rebuilt during in Wanli era period (1573-1620) of the Ming dynasty. After being renovated for several times during Jiaqing eraperiod of the Qing dynasty and the Republic of China (1912-1949), Jinzhuang ConfucianConfucius Temple at Jinzhuang had has a layout similar with the houses of local residents. This temple was divided into the front and the back courtyards. There were are 6 halls and chambers, which coveredcovering nearly 1,000 square meters. The main halls included Zhuangyuan Bridge, Minglun Hall, and Dacheng Hall. It was is said that the fifteen colored statues images of Confucius and, Four Sages Correlates and Ten Masters Philosophers preserved in Dacheng Hall were made during in the Yuan and Ming dynastydynasties.

The pose of statue of ConfuciusConfucian image which was put in the niche is quite differentpeculiar., W wearing a robethe dress of highest ranking official in imperial court, with Zhengui (an elongated pointed tablet of jade held in the hands on ceremonial occasions) in his hands, and his tanned face looking dignifiedthe statue Confucius appears to be mighty with a dark complexion. On the both sides of it, there are fFour sages Correlatescostars, SIPEI including Yanhui, Zengshen, Kongji and Mencius. TheWhile Ten tTen Masters sPhilosophers ages were are sitting under the gable wall. On the left are Min sSun, Ran yongYong, Duanmu ciCi, Zhong yYou, Bu sShang. On the right are Ran gGeng, Zai yYu, Ran qQiu, Yanyan and Zhuan Ssunshi. ConfucianConfucius Temple of at Jinzhuang Village has now been listed as national cultural relic protection unitthe key culture relic protected at the national level.

1.Suzhou WenmiaoWen Miao (Confucian temple)

Suzhou WenmiaoWen Miao (ConfucianConfucius temple) has been listed as national cultural relic protection unitis on the list of important cultural relics that were protected by the government. In the second year of Jingyou eraperiod of the Northern Song dynasty (1035), Fan Zhongyan built it besides the site of the former Qianshi Nanyuan Garden of the King of Wuyue Qian family in the Five Dynasties, first called Zhouprefecture SchoolWuyue dynasty. According to historical records, It was recorded in history that itthe layout of the temple was a combination of the official school and the Confucius temple, with Dacheng dian Hall (Hall of Great Accomplishment) in the east, the school in the west, a pond in the front. , student room on the side, Important houses all main buildings faced southwards. This building new style became a model followed by other places. In 1130, Suzhou WenmiaoWen Miao was burnt down in a warfight. In 1141, The governorPrefect of Pingjiang rebuilt the temple. Since then till 1868, Tthe temple has had experienced been rebuilt more than 30 restoration and expansion expanded projects till 1868 for more than 30 times. With moreIt covered more than 100,000 ㎡square metres in the Qing dynasty and known as, it was regarded as a top school academy in the areas south of the Yangtze riverRiver.

In the last years of the Qing dynasty, the imperial examination was abolished and new schools appeared one after another. Shuzhou WenmiaoWen Miao was dilapidated because of ages and lack of maintenance. After 1949, the area of WenmiaoWen Miao became smaller and smaller, for part of its land was occupied for the city construction and some houses buildings were demolished. Shuzhou Wenmiao The whole temple was had been confiscated since 1960. The The housesbuildings were changed into warehouse, classrooms, dorms, etc. During the Cultural Revolution, WenmiaoWen Miao was on the very verge of collapsealmost destroyed. In Since 1978, the restoration project began with Dacheng Hall, Lingxin Gate, Ji Gate, and so on. Dacheng Hall opened to tourists the public in 1985 and followed by Minglun Hall and Chongshengci Chongsheng HallTemple in 1989.

Now Currently, Shuzhou WenmiaoWen Miao occupies an area of 17,800 square metres㎡ of land, which was is only about 1/6 of the one in the moment at its highest of splendorgreatest prosperity. The layout is also two parallel axes with temple in the east and school in the west. There are Lingxing Gate, Ji Gate, Dacheng Hall and Chongsheng ci HallTemple in the east temple, while in the west school, there are Pan Pond, Qixing Pool, and Minglun Hall.

In the Northern Song dynasty, Dacheng Hall was once named called Xuansheng Hall. The stelae in the hall were possibly first built during the Northern Song dynasty, which have great high value. The Hall hall had been rebuilt several times in the Southern Song dynasty, Yuan dynasty and Ming dynasty. The present current building was the one built in the tenth year of Chenghua era period of the Ming dynasty (1474). The Hall hall was is large and impressive in size with the width of 30 meters and the depth 21 meters. It is solemn and splendid in naturestyle.

Lingxing Gate (Gate of Lattice Star) was originally the second gate to the main hall with a width of 25.5 meters. The gate was first built in the 10th year of Chenghua period of the Ming dynasty (1474) and moved 300 meters to the north inside Ji Gate in 1980. Ji Gate was the third gate to the main hall. Chongsheng Templeci was named Qisheng Templeci, where ancestors of Confucius were worshiped. This ancestral temple was first built in Ming dynasty and was rebuilt in the third reigning 3d year of Emperor Tongzhi period of the in Qing dynasty (1864). This temple is 20 meters wide and 15 meters deep. There are two separate rooms in front of the temple, which forms an independent courtyard.

Pan Pond and Qixing Pool were all built in the Ming dynasty. Across the Pan Pond there built a bluestone arch bridge. Minglun Hall was the main building for Confucian academy, which was first built in the six6th year of Emperor Hongwu period of the Ming dynasty(1373) and rebuilt in the seco2nd year of Zhengtong era period(1437). During the reigning period reign of Emperor Daoguang and Emperor Tongzhi of the Qing dynasty, the hall was renovated. Now it is 30 meters wide and 18.7 meters deep.

Suzhou ConfucianWen Miao Temple was the first one which has had the "the combination of academy and temple" layout, setting up a model for the ConfucianConfucius temples in the provinces prefectures and counties. It has a great influence on in Chinese history. Inside the temple, there are a large number of tablets and stelae, among which including the four Stone stone diagrams of the Song dynasty, such as Map of Pingjiang Prefecture, Astronomy, Geography and Genealogy of EmperorsDiwangshaoyun. They have been were listed as the major sites to benational key protected at the national level cultural relics.


2. Pingyao WenmiaoWen Miao (Confucian Temple)

Pingyao ConfucianWen Miao Temple is located in the southeast corner of Pingyao citytown, the north of Yunlu Street, in Shanxi province. It has been listed as one of the major key cultural relics protected at the national level. This temple was first built in the early years of the Tang dynasty and had undergone several renovations in laterthe following dynasties. The present current Dacheng Hall was is left over from the third year of Dading eraperiod of the Jin dynasty (1163) and remainremainseds largely unchanged.

This temple is facing the south and has four courtyards along the axis. There are Lingxing Gate, Dacheng Gate, Dacheng Hall, Minglun Hall, Jingyi Pavilion and Cangjing Pavilion, etc. The existing buildings, except Dacheng Hall, are were all built in the Ming dynasty and the Qing dynastydynasties. The main hall has great value as cultural relic. It is resembling resembles a square with the width and depth of five rooms. The style is Danyan Xieshanding (single-eave roof with nine ridges: one of the styles of architecture in Ancient ancient China).

During the the Ming and the Qing dynasties, Pingyao ConfucianWen Miao Temple had been relocated three times. An interesting story about the relocation was is written in the Chorography of Pingyao CountyTown. It reads that in the ninth reigning year of Emperor Chongzhen of the Ming dynasty (1636), the new county magistrate found that the ConfucianWen Miao temple was to the south of Crown Prince Temple, which means that ConfucianWen Miao temple had a higher place than Crown Prince Temple. As far as this magistrate was concerned. In his perspective, he thought that the crown prince should be more powerful and respectful than Confucius. The original location was an offense to the hierarchy of imperial court. Then he ordered to relocate exchange the locations of these two temples. In fact, the Crown Prince Temple is was just a Buddhist temple templeand was, not the one to commemorate the prince. Although the local people gentry of high social status knew thisthe origin, they were afraid of being persecuted and kept could only keep silent. Till By the fourteenth reigning year of Emperor Kangxi of the Qing dynasty (1675), another magistrate ordered to move the Confucian templeWen Miao back to the south after knowing the fact.

However, according to the earlyearlier chorography, before the eighth reigning year (1529) of Emperor Jiajing of the Ming dynasty, ConfucianWen Miao temple was built to the north of Buddhist temple. Till By the fourteenth reigning year of Emperor Kangxi of the Qing dynasty, it was moved to the south of Buddhist temple. The reason should be that the emperors attached greater importance to Confucianism than Buddhism. The Dacheng Hall rebuilt in the third year of Dading era period of the Jin dynasty was actually the former Grand Hall of Buddhist Temple. The relocation in the ninth reigning year of Emperor Chongzhen of the Ming dynasty (1636) in fact restored to the previous layout eight years before. The three relocations of ConfucianWen Miao temple and Buddhist temple had witnessed the rise and fall of Confucianism and Buddhism.

The county school of Pingyao had always been integrated in Wen Miaothe Confucian temple. However, after the abolishment of imperial examination at the late years of Qing dynasty, Pingyao County School was changed into Pingyao Shiye School (vocational institution). In 1923, some businessmen donated money and built Pingyao Lizhi Middle School. Later Lizhi Middle School was merged into Pingyao Middle School. The new school was built on the site of ConfucianWen Miao temple. In the process of its expansion, the county school and Lingxing Gate were dismantled. In the middle of 20th century, Chaoshan academyAcademy, Jingyi Pavilion and Zunjing Pavilion were also dismantled. In 1997, Pingyao was inscribed on the World Heritage List. In 2003, Pingyao Middle School was moved outside the east city. Hereafter Pingyao Wen MiaoConfucian Temple was partly restored and opened to the public,. Now which it becomes has become a popular tourist attraction.


3. Hancheng WenmiaoWen Miao (Confucian Temple)

In the old county town of Hancheng city in Shaanxi province, ConfucianWen Miao temple covers almost half of the county's town's total area, which fully shows its great significance in local society at that time. Wen MiaoThe Confucian Temple is combined with the Countycounty school Academy., which has been listed as national They are the state-level key cultural relic preservation protection units.,. The layout of which haveHancheng Wen Miao is well-arranged, layout andwhich has a grave architecture style. The lLocal residents are very proud of Hancheng Wen Miao,this Confucian Temple and and they often mention that just as "In China it hasthere is Qufu Confucian Temple in Shandong in the east , there is another important one in and has Hancheng of in Shaanxi in the west province."

There is no clear record about the period during whichwhen the templeHencheng Wen Miao and the academy county school were first built, however, it is there is one thing for sure that. That is this temple they must have been built no later than the Yuan dynasty. According to Chorographylocal chronicles, in the fourth reigning year of emperor Emperor Hongwu of of the Ming dynasty (1371), it was rebuilt on the site of the former site temple. Although it had been rebuilt for many times laterundergone several reconstructions and renovations, the layout and basic structure of the main buildings largely remained intact. This temple is one of the typical examples of the Ming and Yuan ancient buildings in Ming and Yuan dynasties currently preserved in Shaanxi. It covers a total area of 14,000 square meters, of which the floor area is 8,100 square meters.

There are 22 single buildings. The main buildings include Lingxing Gate, Ji Gate, Dacheng Hall, Minglun Hall and Zunjing Pavilion, etc. on the each side of the Gate, there is a memorial archway inscribed Chinese scripts, characters reading "德配天地" 、"道冠古今" (these charactersthey express people's respect and worship for Confucius) ).). Entering the Gate, in the south there is the a glazed splendid Wulong Five Dragon Screen Wall Wall Stone made of Liuli (colored glaze)made in the reign of Emperor Wanli of the Ming dynasty, which is 17 meters long and 4.2 meters high and looks splendid. On the two both sides of Five Dragon Screen WallWulong Wall Stone, there are brick-carving patterns of Li Yu Xi Lang (cyprinoids playing with waves). The Liyu and Long Dragon together make the pattern of "Long Yu He", which expresses the blessing for intellectuals' success in imperial examinations.

The building complex is divided into four courtyards. Along the medial axis, buildings between Lingxing Gate and Ji Gate belong to the first courtyard. In this courtyard, ancient cypresses planted in the Yuan and Qing dynasties can be seen. Across the Pan Pond is the stone bridge surrounded with stone rails. In the east of this courtyard is Gengyi Pavilion and in the west Zhizhaisuo. There are also six stele pavilions of the Ming and Qing dynasties. In the north is the Qian Gate. Buildings between Ji Gate and Dacheng Gate belong to the second courtyard. The main building is grand Dacheng Hall. The base of the hall is made of high stone platform surrounding with stone rails engraved with Panlong pattern. Buildings between Dacheng Hall and Minglun Hall belong to the third courtyard. The present Minglun Hall was built in the fourth reigning year of Emperor Hongwu of the Ming dynasty and is one of the most ancientsingle buildings with a long history in this complex. There are several other buildings as forest of steles, Zhangjiusi and Diankusi. Going through Minglun Hall to the north, you will see Zunjing Pavilion with Xieshanding (double-eaved roof) (an ancient building style) on the high platform. This building belongs to the fourth courtyard. The platform is 3.5 meters high. From the platform looking around, there is a superb the panorama of the city old town of Hancheng will come to your view.


4. Anxi WenmiaoWen Miao (Confucian Temple)

Anxi ConfucianWen Miao Temple is located situated in the southeast of Anxi County county, Fujian province, which has been listed declared as national Key key Cultural cultural Relic relic protection unit under State Protections. It has enjoyed the reputation of being "the best ConfucianWen Miao temple in Fujian province". The predecessor of Anxi ConfucianWen Miao Temple is was County county Academyschool, namely commonly called "Academy of Confucius", which was first built in the fourth year of Xianping era period of the Northern Song dynasty (1001). During the Shaosheng eraperiod (1094-1098), Zhang dDu was responsibletook care of for the reconstruction of ConfucianAnxi Wen Miao Temple and wrote "Ode to the Building of ConfucianConfucius Temple".

in In the first year of Xianchun eraperiod of the Southern Song dynasty (1265), Dacheng Hall and two Wu houses were rebuilt. and demolished The temple was destroyed in the war in the fourteenth 14th year of Zhizheng eraperiod of the Yuan dynasty (1354). In the tenth 10th year of Hongwu era period of the Ming dynasty (1377), it was reconstructed. In the 39th year of Jiajing eraperiod (1560) and it was demolished by Japanese invaderspirates in the 39th year of Jiajing era (1560). Dacheng Hall and corridors in the east side and the west side were renovated in the 39th year of Wanli eraperiod (1611). In the early years of the Qing dynasty, they were the temple was destroyed again by the insurgents. In the 25th reigning year of Emperor Kangxi (1686) The Great ScholarGrand Secretary of Qing dynasty Li Guangdi was appointed assigned to supervise the reconstruction of this temple in the 25th year of Kangxi era (1686). After that the temple had been rebuilt many times Iin the following reigning periods of Qianlong, Xianfeng, and Guangxu,. this temple had been renovated for several times.

In the then early 900 years from Xianping eraperiod of the Song dynasty to the Guangxu eraperiod of the Qing dynasty, it had been rebuilt or expanded for almost 30 times. Following the layout of ConfucianConfucius Temple in at Qufu, through the great effort of the local craftsmen, the construction of Anxi Wen Miao Confucian Temple is looks grand and spectacular. The gate is facing the Bijia Mountain, which conforms to the requirements of ancient Feng shuifengshuifeng shui. (ancient Chinese system of aesthetics believed to utilize the Laws of both heaven (astronomy) and earth (geography) to help one improve life by receiving positive Qi.). (geomancywind-water, meaning topographical divination).

Measuring 164 meters from north to south and 36.5 meters from east to west, this temple extends like a rectangle surrounded with fencing walls, which covers a total area of more than 9,000 square meters. Facing the south, it is divided into five courtyards. The Halls are were all built by using stone bricks quarried from the Min Nnan (South south of Fujian province). Along its medial axis from south to north, there are Pan Pond, Screen Wall, Lingxing Gate, Ji Gate, Baiting, Danxi, Dacheng Hall, Two WuWing Rooms, and Chongsheng Temple (Shrine of the Great Wise Men), etc. In the courtyard east to Shrine of the Great Wise MenChongsheng Temple, there are Xundao Xie and Jiaoyu Xie (two offices for officials). In front of Xie is Minglun Hall. Dacheng Hall is the main building of square form, with 3 rooms' width and depth. The architectural style is Chongyan Xieshandingdouble-eaved, (one of the styles of architecture in Ancient ancient China) surrounded with colonnades. Inside the Hall, the ceiling is built as Ruyi Dougong (corbel brackets: a typical wooden structure in ancient architecture of China) which is so complicated and exquisite that the local people are proud of it and compare it to the netting of spiders.

The architecture manifests the delicacy and fineness of various art crafts techniques as wood carving, stone carving and clay sculpture. The main images in the decoration patterns are Long Feng (dragon and phoenix), fitted with figures, bird and beast, flowers. The Lotus window pattern on LingXxing Gate is the unique style in Min Nansouthern Fujian province. The techniques of stone carving are almost perfect. In the colonnade, the eight stone pillars are more than one Zhang zhang (unit of length, roughly equal to= 3.3 meters) high. The Panlong coiled dragon carved on it is very vivid and impressive. The shapes of the bases of these pillars are also different from each other. The main ridge is decorated with Youlong a moving dragon pattern, which shows the crafts men's advanced carving techniques skills. The architectural style and plastic arts employed in Anxi ConfucianWen Miao Temple have once had deep influence on the surrounding areas like Yongchun, Tong'an, Xianyou, Minqing, Jian'ou, as well as Jieyang in Guangdong province, and even transmitted to Japan through navigation onvia the sea route.


5. Jianshui Wen miao Miao (Confucian temple)

Jianshui WenmiaoWen Miao in the northwest of Jianshui County county of Yunnan province is on thehas been listed as national key list of important cultural relics protection unit. that were protected by the government. It had been was first built in the 22nd year of Zhiyuan era period of the Yuan dynasty (1285) and was had been expanded in successive dynasties. It covers an area ofto 114 mu (roughly equal to a unit measuring area in China19 acres). Though the temple building carried has some local characteristic of Yunnan, it it followsed the general layout of the Confucius Temple in at Qufu in general, which has a medial axis. Inside the Lingxing Gate, there are Dacheng Gate, Wu Wing Rooms in the east and in the west, Dacheng Hall, Chongsheng Temple (Shrine of the Great Wise Men), Minglun Hall and Zunjing Pavilion, etc. The buildings aretemple buildings roofed covered with Liuli (colored glazed) tiles which are shining and brilliant. Around the halls temple, there planted are many ancient cypresses, which builds an atmosphere of grandeur and grandness.

At the entrance of Jianshui ConfucianWen Miao Temple appeared a big pond over 20 mu called "Xuehai", around which there are many weeping willows. In the pond is the Sile Pavilion, on both sides of which are Li Gate and Yi Road. The principal building is Dacheng Hall which had been built in Hongzhi era period of the Ming dynasty. The whole structure of the hall is supported by 28 large pillars, of which the front 12 pillars are made from of stone and each has 5 meters high. On each side of the Gate, there is a pillar carved with huge dragons. The front 22 doors of the Hall are engraved with diversified birds and beasts which are so lively and vivid. A tablet inscribed with three large Chinese characters "先师庙" (literally"Temple for Ancestor TeacherFormerFirst Teacher Temple") is hanging in the middle. Each character measures 1 meter long and 1.5 meters wide. In front of the Hall, there is a bronze incense burner, casted many vivid Youlong (moving dragon pattern) with vigor and spirit. Under the an ancient cypress in the courtyard, there stand two stone elephants, carrying two bronze vase of 5 chi (a unit of length in china, 1 meter=3 chirughly equal to 1.7 metres) high on their back. Only by careful identification can you distinguish that this ancient tree is actually the combination of one Wannianqing (evergreenOmoto Nipponlily) and a cypress. The two ancient trees plants are intertwisted and have grew grown up together. It is said that these trees plants were planted during the Yuan dynasty and had have already an age of six or seven hundred years old.


6. Zizhong WenmiaoWen Miao (Confucian Temple)

Zizhong ConfucianWen Miao Temple inat Zhuangyuan Street, Zizhong County county town was first built between in the Yongxi era period of the Northern Song dynasty (984- and 9987,). which is on theIt has been listed as national key of important cultural relic that was protectedion unit by the government. Confucian The Temple had was originally been builtsituated in at Dadong Street, in the ninth year of Daoguang eraperiod of the Qing dynasty(1829) and the government decided to transfer itwhole temple was moved to the present place site for the original place being too noisy and wet. The transfer project was completed in the 15th year of Daoguang eraperiod of the Qing dynasty(1835)1835.

The new temple occupies an land area of over 6,700 ㎡square metres, with floor area of 2,600 square metres㎡ building area. At present, the well-preserved buildings which are still intact include Wan Rren Palace Wall, Yue Pool, HuabiaoCeremonial Columns, Screen Wall, Rite Gate, Yi Road, Lingxing Gate, Xiangxian Ancestral Temple, Minghuan CiTemple, Dacheng Gate, East WuWing Rooms, West WuWing Rooms, Dacheng Hall, Chongsheng Temple (Shrine of the Great Wise Men), Tower of Bell, Tower of Drum , Stele of Chenghua and the stele of Kangxi, so on and so forth. The main buildings such as Dacheng Hall isare covered roofed with Liuliwa (glazed tiles of colored glaze) and is are decorated with Baoding tripot and Panlong coiled dragon patterns on the ridge. The local color is embodied in the design of Screen Wall. The patterns of sculpture on it include the waves, Cloud cloud Seasea, trees, flowers, towers and Yuyue Longmen (a fable, literally a fish jumping over Longmen). This pattern specially means that only by making great efforts could the intellectuals of in ancient china China realize their dreams in pursuing climax of a brilliant career.

Zizhong WenmiaoWen Miao is well known in China for its "three wonders", in recent years which it attracted a great number of tourists. The first wonder is the standing statue of Confucius in a standing posture., Most of twhile the statues for Confucius in other temples around the country are usually in a sitting posture. It was is said that this statue had was originally been kept in the house of one of thea local peopleresidence prior to the Wen Miao built in the Northern Song dynasty. Considering Zizhong was the hometown of Confucius' teacher and a standing posture just representing the idea of "respecting teachers and focusing on education" advocated by Confucius himself, Tthe statue was moved and worshiped inside to Zizhong WenmiaoWen Miao (Confucian temple),. for the standing posture reminding us of due respect for teachers. History recorded that According to the records of historical materials, this statue had been was made during Three Kingdom period.

In the ninth year of Jiajing era period of the Ming dynasty (1530), to belittle Confucius the emperor court issued an edictwas angry at Confucius higher position and ordered that, ordering all the ConfucianConfucius temples in the country should "remove the statue, set the wooden memorial tablet instead and dismiss Confucius' title conferred by the ancient emperors in earlier dynasties". The standing statue of Confucius in Zizhong Wen Miao was also replaced by a wooden tablet. In the 7th reigning year of Emperor Yongzheng period in of the Qing dynsty (1729), the emperor issued an order edict, that ordering all Confucius temples in the country should to rebuilt a statue of Confucius. However, Zizhong WenmiaoWen Miao failed didn't follow the order to do so immediatelly. It was not until the 9th reigning year of Daoguang that a statue of Confucius in a sitting posture was been erected after WenmiaoWen Miao had been transferred moved to its present place. The statue had once been was destroyed later and. In recent years when the temple was renovated was restored by making one in a standing posture statue of Confucius is erected therea few years ago.

The second wonder was the memorial wood-madeen tablet of Confucius, for it was ranked as the biggest and the finest one among all the tablets in ConfucianWen Miao temples all over China. It was made in the 9th reigning year of emperor Emperor Jiaqing, which measures 8.8 chi long, 4.2 chi wide and 7.5 cun thick. This size had goneIt is far beyond the standard size of itrequired by imperial court. Zizhong was renowned for its two Zhuangyuan (the No. 1 scholar in imperial examination) and more than 200 Jinshi (successful candidates in the highest imperial examinations). Perhaps this was a special way for showing their them to respect for Confucius.

The third wonder was those well-protected preserved tablets, which could rarely be seen in other Wen MiaoConfucian temples all over China. In the Dacheng Hall, there keeps 8 tablets with emperors' calligraphies. At the highest place in the middle is "万世师表"(Eternal Model Teacher)" made in the 23rd reigning year of Emperor Kangxi (1684), the second is "生民未有 Sheng Min Wei You" (adapted from a sentence "出于其类，拔乎其萃，自生民以来，未有盛于孔子也" from Mencius, which speaks praises highly of Confucius) made in the third reigning year of Emperor Yongzheng (1725). The third is made in the third reigning year of Emperor Qianlong "Yu Tian Di Can 与天地参" , which means "与天地参" Confucius is as great as heaven and earth , . tThe fourth is made in the seventh 7th reigning year of Emperor Jiaqing (1802), on which is inscribed the characters of Chinese scripts "圣集大成", , which means that Confucius is the one who has great accomplishment. Then follows the other ones made by emperors Emperor Daoguang, Emperor Xianfeng, Emperor Tongzhi, and Emperor Guangxu. There are also the other two tablets. One is made during Ming Guo with calligraphy "德配天地"of Chairman Lin Sen, the other one is inscribed with Jiang Zhongzhen's writing of "道冠古今".


7. Fushun WenmiaoWen Miao (Confucian Temple)

Fushun WenmiaoWen Miao is located in the south of Fushun County county town of, Sichuan province, which has been listed as national key cultural relic protection unit. is on the list of important cultural relic which was protected by the government. This place is has been known for its salt resource for ages and thus being very rich. The small city town had been was first founded in the second 2nd year of Tianhe era period of Northern Zhou dynasty (567), but it remained to be uncivilized for there had been no school here till the early years of the Northern Song dynasty.

In the third year of Jingyou eraperiod of the Northern Song dynasty (1036), the imperial court sent Zhou yYanjun here to establish a school develop education here. In the second year of Qingli era period (1042), Li Mian became the first man Jin Shi in the countyFushun who successfully passed the imperial examination. Zhou yanjun Yanjun organized people and raised money to build a Wenxuanwang temple Miao (another name for ConfucianConfucius templeTemple) in 1044. A stone stele was built in the temple on which were inscribed the names of all the successful students from the county. The following successive governors Magistrates were all concerned about education and regularly came to give lectures to the students. There were 67 names inscribed in the stele. In the Yuan dynasty, Fushun WenmiaoWen Miao was renamed for Xiansheng miao Miao (FormerFirst Sage tTemple for ancestor sage) and was rebuilt for many times. After several times of reconstruction tillBy the four4th year of Zhida era period of the Yuan dynasty (1311), Ji Gate was built and, utensils for rites were placede quipped, and Dacheng TempleHall was renovated. During the Zhizhi era period of the Yuan dynasty(1321～1323), stele pavilion for emperors was set upadded.

In the early years of Ming dynasty, Xianshengmiao (First Sage Temple) was renamed for Xianshimiao (First Teacher Temple). In the sixth year of Hongwu eraperiod (1373), it was refit and a Pan Pond was added. Its name was changed back to WenmiaoWen Miao during the period of Yongle era period. Fushun people admired and respected learning and more and more people successfully passed the imperial examination, which helped Fushun win the fame as the place with the most public elite in the west of Shu.

In the last years of the Ming dynasty, the due to social unrest in Sichuan Fushun WenmiaoWen Miao was severely destroyed because of the chaotic situation damaged. After having suppressed putting down the coup rebellion of Sanfan Three Feudations in the 20th year of kKangxi era period of the Qing dynasty(1681), even though the temple was rerepaired several times but the renovation was very limited. Magistratesgovernors of Fushun all made small repairs to the templeBy , it gradually became dilapidated till the middle of reigning period of Emperor Daoguang, the buildings in Fushun Wen Miao became dilapidated gradually. , tThe condition and appearance of the temple were extremely unmatched with renowned Fushun Wen Miao. During the 150 years of Since the founding of the Qing dynasty, Fushun in more than 150 years had only 11 Jin sShi successfully passed the imperial examination. The educational level dropped so low The that people of Fushun attributed this to irreverence for Confucius.

In the 16th year of Daoguang eraperiod (1836), County Magistrate Deng Renkun who was then the governor of Fushun county, decided to restore rebuild the temple. He discussed thisconsulted Xiao Yongsheng on the matter, the latter was the No 1 with the richest man of Fushun county, and the latterhe immediately agreed to shoulder all the construction expenses of the restoration of the temple by himself. At the beginning, all the shabby houses were demolished. Zhang zhen Zhen, a native of from Fushun, who happened to be the governor County Magistrate of Qufu at the time, offered the shop construction drawing of the Confucius temple Temple in at Qufu as a reference for Fushun Wen Miao.

In the 20th year of Daoguang era period (1840), the a new fine-looking Fushun WenmiaoWen Miao was finally completed. It occupied an area of more than 10 mu, with floor area of over 3,000 ㎡square metres building areas. Inside the temple, the main buildings included Chongsheng Temple (Shrine of the Great Wise Men), Dacheng Hall, Ji Gate, Lingxing Gate, Minghuan and Xiangxian Ancestral Temple, Li Gate, Pan Pond and Pan Bridge. Among them, Dacheng Hall and Dacheng Gate are all made owere roofed withf yellow Liuli glazed tiles. In the third thirty-third year of Guangxu era period (1907), the emperor issued anthe edict, that Confucius great sacrifices should be worshiped solemnly, offered to Confucius, and in order to show the reverence for Confucius, so the surrounding walls and the roof of Chongsheng ci Temple (Shrine of the Great Wise Men were) were all roofed with yellow glazed tiles covered wit Liuli tiles. In During the antiAnti-Japanese warthe War of Resistance against Japan, one corner of Dacheng Hall and its Wesr Wing Rooms was were destroyed in the bombing. After Although it was being renovated, it was is still not fully restored to the its original situation, which is a regretful thinglook.


8. The Confucius Temple of in Taibei

The Confucius temple in at Dalongdong, Taibei is regarded as an authentic south chinaChina-styled Confucius templeTemple, for it had has been built by following the layout of Confucius Temple model in Quanzhou, Fujian province. In the 7th reigning year of Emperor Guangxu of the Qing dynasty (1881), Taibei ConfucianConfucius temple Temple and official academy were built together in at Wenwuli, Taibei city. In 1907 the temple was demolished by Japanese invaders troops demolished the temple and a new type of school was built hereon the former site. In 1925, more than 200 patriots gathered in Taibei, and they decided to donate raise money to a rebuilt rebuild of Taibei ConfucianConfucius templeTemple. The restoration project construction commenced started in 1927 at the same place and was completed in 1939. Along the medial axis from south to north are Wanren Palace Walls, Pan Pond, Lingxing Gate, Yi Gate, Dacheng Hall, Chongsheng Temple (Shrine of the Great Wise Men). The roofs of these temple buildings are all decorated roofed with colorful clay sculptures and porcelain, which is a special distinguishing feature of in local architectures. On each both sides of the axis there are Wu Wing Roomand Xiang. Minglun Hall, as an a outbuilding, is used for gathering gatheringand rally. Although it was is not named as a school, it has all the teaching facilities.

The entrance of ConfucianConfucius temple Temple is in the west, which is built in the style of Chongyan Pailoudouble-eaved (decorated archway).. The ridge is high and there is ana archway in the middle. On the both sides there are round windows. The stone pillar with coiled-dragon pattern in the middle of Lingxing Gate is made from of Blue blue stone and white stone from Quanzhou, Fujian province. Yi Gate is also named Dacheng Gate. The Panlong Patterncoiled-dragon- Windows windows are so delicate that it is the finest work of arts in wood carving. Dacheng Hall has is built with the style of Chongyan Xieshandouble-eaved roof, surrounded with colonnades. There are 42 stone pillars altogether. Inside the hall the shrine follows the way of the Ming dynasty. There is no Confucius statue, Only only the wooden memorial tablet is offered for worship. Above the shrine, there hangs the horizontal tablet inscribed "有教无类"(meaning: In Eeducation there should knows be no class distinctions). On each side of the tablet place The tablets of Yanzi, Mozi, Zengzi, Zisi, Mencius and as well as the tTwelve sages Philosophers are placed on both sides of the tablet. Grand memorial ceremony will be held on. The birthday of Confucius celebrated in Taiwain on 28th of September each year 28., which is also the date for is also Teachers' Day is also observed at the same day in Taiwan. Grand memorial ceremony is held in Confucius Temple each year annually. This activity often ceremony attracts a large numbers of citizens and touristspeople. from home and abroad.

Different fromUnlike other temples of this period in Taibei, the buildings of Taibei Confucius temple Temple are relatively simplewas styled of simplicity, but as a whole it impressed impresses people with grandeur and magnificence, and many specially designed parts were are instilled with very deep rich meanings. For example, there was are a pair of bambootube-shaped stuff object called "Classics Hiding Hidden PlaceTube", which gave shows a vivid description of local scholars'people's love for classic books. It was is said that when Qin Shi Huang ordered to burn books and burry Confucian scholars alive, Confucian scholars disciples of Confucianism built a chimney-shaped place book-hidden tube on the roof to protect hide their books. from being destroyed by Emperor Shi who had ordered to destroy almost all kinds of books and bury alive disciples of Confucianism.. On top of the roofAtop the house there was a statue of a birdeagleowl.,. which had been It is said that the bird was known as brutalfierce and unfilial. , Howeverhowever, the birdhe was also enlightened reformed by the thought of Confucius, making the idea of "In education there should be no class distinctions"who always practiced the principle that all people deserved teaching carry forward. In addition, there were are no inscriptions on the columns, walls and windows of the buildings in Taibei Confucius Temple, it is said that meanswhich meant that nobody dared dares to display parade his learning before Confucius.

In history, Taibei Confucius Temple acted as a place to fight against invaders and preserve Chinese the cultures of Chinese people. In the past few more recent years, Taibei municipal government invited hundreds of students from Taiwan and other parts of the world to attend the regularly and held teacher-pupil relationship acknowledgment ceremony memorial ceremony regularly held outside the in front of Dacheng Hall of Confucius temple Temple for the purpose of promoting Confucianism culture and the tradition of "respecting teachers and focusing on education"reverence for teachers and knowledge. Thoses Students follow the example of Yang sShi in the Northern Song dynasty, waiting in front of snow-covered Yi Gate to formally become a pupil to Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi, two famous scholars of the timea teacher.imitated Yangshi who stood in the snow outside of Chenghao and Chengxi's house in order to obtain the opportunity to learn from them and waited outside the door for the ceremony to begin. According to the plan, the ceremony activity will starts with the playing of gong and drums and Luo.

The sound of drums and Luogong and drum will help the students get rid of selfishness in their minds. The ceremony is usuallywill be hosted by the mayorMayor of Taibei. . The director of Civil Administration will be the official to supervise the rites. In the early morning, the students will gather on the platform before in frondt of Dacheng Hall and perform BayiBayou dance to show respect for Confucius. In the ceremony of apprentice, students should prepare six kinds of gifts for the their teachers, including dried meat (symbolizing gratitude for teachers), celery (standing for diligence in studying), lotus seed (symbolizing teachers' hard working), Chinese date (the blessing for success in examinations), long an (symbolizing consummation), Red red bean (meaning Good good luck). After these giftsthat, the students should present "Teacher -Inviting Acknowledging cardCard" to the their teachers and perform the etiquette of "Three sets of kneeling and kowtows". Then the a teacher will leads the students to read aloud the first chapter of Daxue (The Great Learning), which elaborates the teachers' responsibility and important task of teaching and instructing. After At end of the ceremony, many people will rush to the an ox and pull the hair from it for their children or themselves, which will blessing them success in studies and examinations.


十．Confucius Temple in East Asia and Southeast Asia

1. Confucian Confucius Temple in Korea Peninsula

As recorded in (Records of the Grand Historian) written in Han dynasty, when Emperor Wu of the Zhou dynasty destroyed wiped out the Shang dynasty in the 1100s 11th century B.C., the old minister of the Shang dynasty Jizi led 5,000 people of his family members to Korean Peninsula, where they built a state named after his surname, which is called Jizi Korea in history. In about the 3d 00 century B.C., Wei Man from the state of Yan led some immigrants to Korea Peninsula along with a lot Chinese culture related to Confucianism. Since the very starting period first years of A.D., worship of Confucius began to be was seen in Korea Peninsula. After Li Yi dynasty of Korea was established in the 14th century1300s, Confucianism was declared adopted as the country''s official religion to be legitimate and Confucius was highly admired revered. For thousands of years, the thinking thought and philosophy of Confucius have been influencing Korea Peninsula. Confucianism is has been deeply rooted in the Korean society, particularly in education, etiquette, and so on.

In around 284, Wang Ren left Korea Peninsula for Japan and presented two books, the Analects and Qian Zi Wen (an article of 1,000 Chinese characters with 250 short sentences with 4 characters in each sentence). Beginning from the noble society, Confucianism was gradually extended downwards to all levels of Japan. Article The sSeventeen-article in Constitution promulgated by Prince Sheng DePrince Shotoku includes much Confucianism. In 513, the "Five Classics" of Confucianism was taught in Japan. In addition, a Chinese monk of the Tang dynasty named Jianzhen sailed to Japan and brought with Chinese culture, including a good many Confucian books. Since 701, Japan started to worship Confucius, as a result of which Classic of Poetry, Classic of History, Classic of Changes, Classic of Rites began to be taught, and reading the Analects and Doctrines of Filial Piety《孝经》became compulsory required books. Up to the reform period in the 19th century in Japan, the Japanese people still paid much attention to Confucianism and continued to build Confucius Templetemples in their country. Japanese Confucianism is featured in that they put such concepts as loyalty and filial piety into practice, and converted Confucian concepts into enterprise management philosophy. Entrepreneurs use "d courtesy etiquette" to improve their system and "humanity" to adjust interpersonal relationship.

In the Ming and Qing dynasties, southeast China witnessed flourishing of Confucian temples. By the end of the Qing dynasty, Confucian Temple was built at the levels of Prefecture and county in such provinces as Guangdong, Fujian, Taiwan and Hainan. These temples, combined with schools, made formed a relatively stable mechanism system of Temple temple knowledgeand school. With such a basis, Confucianism became increasingly impressive both domestically and overseas. In recent several centuries, Confucianism began to be spread to Southeast Asia. When large numbers of Chinese immigrated to South Asia, they brought with them culture of their hometown. Confucianism was spread with the development of Chinese education. In addition to Confucian Confucius Temple, memorial tables or halls of Confucius in many places were also established in schools teaching Chinese language.

In Southeast Asia, most of ConfucianConfucius Temple temples was were financed by donation from Chinese groups. These temples usually imitated the design and layout model of those buildings in south China, which reflecteding the cultural tradition of Chinese people,.''s hometown. Since the midmiddle of the- 20th century, protecting local Confucius temples has been taken seriously in countries in of Southeast Asia began to pay attention to protecting local temples. Moreover, mMany countries nations and regions have integrated the establishment of schools and with the worship for Confucius.

In East Asia and Southeast Asia, ConfucianConfucius temples are mainly for promoting Confucianism rather than for offering sacrifice toworshipping Confucius, which is theas practice people did of in South China. In East Asia, the buildings of ConfucianConfucius Temple's structure is are closely related to a country's tradition. Some local godsimmortals in local area wereare also worshipped in the temple, and some of whom them were given even enjoy equal status with Confucius. In the temples which are located of in Chinese concentrated area in South East Asia, it is easily seenvery common that Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism are worshipped all in one temple. Usually, the local ancestor sages are also listed as gods deities, often presenting a scene of multi-cultures, multi-religions mixed together. which make a combination of various cultures and religions.

Confucian Confucius Temple in Korea Peninsula

Confucianism and Confucian Confucius Temple temples were built established early in Korea Peninsula, .and many Many Confucius templesconstructions combining school and temple still exist today, most of which most templestempes had have Dacheng Hall and Minglun Hall. KyongjuQing Zhou county County school School used to be a nNational school Academy of the Xinluo Silla dynasty in south east part of theKorea peninsulaPeninsula, first built in 682 with a name of Cheng Jjun School. Since 717, it began to worship Confucius and his students disciples and then became the earliest school in the peninsula to worship an idol. The Silla Xin Luo dynasty perished was overthrown in 935, . and Kyongju National Qing Zhou SchoolAcademy became one a school for civil citizens. This school resembled a lot with Chinese colleges academies in China, with the a main function of teaching Confucianism rather than worshiping the ancestor former sages.

In Minglun Hall there highly hung tablets such as "the three cardinal guides" (ruler guides subject, father guides son and husband guides wife) and "the five constant virtues" (benevolence; righteousness, propriety, wisdom and fidelity) as specified in the feudal ethical code and the regulations of Bailudong Academy and so on. It was destroyed when Japanese Japanese army invaded in 1592 and was restored in 1600. It was is located located in KyongjuQingzhou city, with a layout of the front part a temple in the front and another half behind it a school in the rear. Confucian Confucius Temple has two compounds named Wai Three Outside Gates and Shen Three Gates, inside Shen Shen three Three Outside Gates, there were are Dacheng Hall and TwoEast Wu Wing Rooms and West Wing Roomsin the east and the west. The Dong Lai School of Fushan Pusan city has a large occupationis larger in scale, with a stele standing in front of its gate saying reading "officials at all levels dismount".

Inside the school, there are Minglun Hall, Dacheng Hall, Stele of Civilization. There are also Guildhall of Confucianism, Society of Confucianism, Dacheng Academy and Institute of Confucianism for Women. Some of them were solely for teaching Confucianism, such as Yushan College Academy in Kyongju and Taoshan CollegeAcademy in Andong. KaichengKaesong Temple Wen Miao was built in the 11th year of Chengzong period of the Koryo dynasty (992) with a combination layout of temple in the front and school in the rear.

In the 14th century, Hanyang (capital of South Korea, now modern-day Seoul) became the capital of Gaoli Koryo dynasty and Korea dynasty successively. With its eastern gate named Xing Ren and southern gate Cong Li, both of them excerpted adopted the meaning of from Confucianism. GyeongbokgungJingfu Palace adopted the same etiquette and systems as required by Confucianism. Chengjun SchoolSonggyunguan (original name Kukhak) was is located in Zhonglu districtSeoul, used to be the sole highest school institute for training government officials during the Yi dynastyin the peninsula. As the two dynasties were tributaries of then ancient China, that the school national university could not be named State Imperial School College and hence quoted Chengjun its name from Rites of Zhou, meaning adopting laws to rule the county. The university school was built in 1398 and was destroyed twice by fire twice in 1499 and 1592 repectively.

It is in an axis with Confucius Temple, with compounds along the axis from the south to the north being Three Gates, 、Dacheng Hall, Minglun Hall, with CanteanCanteen for Metropoliton Graduates, 进士食堂、Zhenglu Hall and Pichan Hall on both sides. Dacheng Hall enshrines and worships not only Confucius and Ten Philosophers, but also ancient Confucian sages in Korea Peninsula. Up to now, the Dacheng Hall opens to the public only when annually paying tribute toholding ceremony in honour of Confucius in spring and autumn or upon the birthday of Confucius birthdays, . and And the ceremony completely follows the Chinese tradition pattern. In addition to this, there are cense incense burning occasions on 1st and 15th of each month in lunar calendar to express admiration to the late master.先圣先师(the first sage , fand firstirst teacher.) All other local schools under SonggyunguanChengjun School annually open classes to students of from middle schoolsenior and preliminary primary school during summer vacation and winter vocations to teach them ethics such as loyalty, filial piety, benevolence, love, and behavior guidance.

The state of GaoliKoryo Kingdom in of the peninsula was the first earliest destination one that membersreceived immigration of the Confucius Confucian family from at Qufu migrated to, China in the Yuan dynasty. In order to control Koryo KingdomGaoli, the Yuan dynasty adopted a policy of marriage diplomacy alliance. In the 9th year of Zhizheng period of the Yuan dynasty (1349), a dauthterdaughter of King Luwei married to the Koryo prince of Gaoli who was kept in the ancientYuan China Empire as hostage. In 1450, Princess Cheng Yi moved to went for Korea with her husband, along with them there were Confucius descendants at the 54th generation named Kong Zhao. He was offered Chang Yuan ComteCount of Changwon. After his death, he was buried in Chang Yuanwon. Today, his descendants have reached tens of thousands of people. Their residence area is called Confucius Valley, or Mountain Qiu, or Queli, both of them are related to Qufu in Shandong. Kong Zhao then became an the ancestor of Kong family in Korea Peninsula, and their descendants mostly regard Changyuan Changwon as their hometown.


2. Confucian Confucius Temple in Japan

Confucian Confucius Temple in Japan is also called Sheng Tang (Shrine), Sheng Miao (Temple of Sage), Wen Miao, (Temple of Literature) and Confucius Hall. In about 284, a diplomatic envoy from Paekche of Korea Peninsula arrived in Japan and introduced the Analects. In 676, Japan established college by imitating emulating the model of China's State SchoolTaixue in China. As stipulated in Da Bao RegulationTaihou Laws issued in the 8th century, Confucian classics such as the Analects and Doctrines of Filial Piety《孝经》became compulsory required books for Japanese students. Japan preserved many Confucius Temples temples have been well preserved in Japan. Among the current more with than 30 plus temples built during the Edo Period (1603～1867).), mMost of them followed the practice model of China aftersince the Song dynasty by integrating Confucian Confucius building the Ttemple and in conjunction with Confucian schools.

Ashikaga Confucian Confucius Temple and School was are located in Ashikaga City of Limu CountyTochigi Prefecture, 100 kilometers north of Tokyo. It is unknown when it was built. The first renovation was made in 1439, with the complex facing south and east part for temple and west for school. The original construction buildings in the school waswere damaged destroyed; most of the current legacy buildings was are the rebuildings of the original rebuilt. Confucian Confucius Temple remained in its is a structure built atin 1668, comprising of De Rude Gate, Xing TanApricot Platform Gate, and Confucius Hall where a wooden statueimage of Confucius was is worshippedenshrined. Now, every year there is a worshippingThe ceremony in honourhonor of Confucius is held annually on 23 November 23 annually, the activity is presided over by led by the mayor.

Yujima Sheng Tan, another (Confucian Confucius TempleShrine (Confucius Temple) ) was is located in Yuchashui Ochanomizu of Tokyo. In 1630, the third generation general Tokugawa Iemitsu reserved a land within Jianghu Edo and instructed Lin Luoshansha, who worshipped Confucianism, to construct Confucian Confucius Temple shrine and school there. , and granted He then ordered that the Lin family to inheretinherit the teaching position shall teach there generation after generation to educate children of his officials. In 1690, GangjiTokugawa Tsunayoshi, the fifth generation general, moved the temple shrine and school to Yujima and ordered Lin Fenggang, descendant of the Lin family at the 3rd generation to take charge. The compound was expanded in 1799 with an occupation area of 38,000 square meters. In Tthe big earthquake in 1923 destroyed the templeshrine was completely destroyed,, but was rebuilt in 1935. Yujima ShrineHowever, what used to be a combination of temple combined with aand school, now it has only the became temple only left. Every 4th Sunday of April there is a ceremony to worship Confucius. It is said that The the valuable bronze statuestatus of Confucius in the temple was said to be brought here by Zhu Shunshui, a scholar in the Ming dynasty.

Naha Confucian Confucius Temple is located in Okinawa, which used to be Ryūkyū Kingdom (some islands in the East China Sea and nearby waters), a state paid tributeary to China. In the 48th year of Wanli period of the Ming dynasty (1620), when its diplomat Cai Jian visited Beijing via Qufu, he paid a visit to Confucian Confucius Temple and brought with him a statue of Confucius. In the 11th reigning year of Qing Emperor Kangxi (1672), with approval of King of Ryūkyū Kingdom, a Confucian Confucius Temple was built in Kumemura (located on Okinawa, near the port city of Naha and royal capital of Shuri, was a community of scholars, bureaucrats, and diplomats, and a center of culture and learning during the time of the Ryūkyū Kingdom). In the 6th reigning year of Emperor Jiaqing period of the Qing dynasty (1801), King Shangde Sho Toku established state school of Confucius Temple. In bombing action by US forces in 1944, both temples were destroyed. The two temples were began to be rebuilt in 1962, and thea new Confucian Confucius Temple was finished in 1974 in the city of Naha.

?ura Confucian Confucius Temple is located in Nagasaki and was established by overseas Chinese in Japan in 1893, . and thenThe temple was renovated in 1983. There are two compounds comprising of Lingxing Gate, Pan Pond, Dacheng Gate, Dacheng Hall and two Wu (corridors) Wing Rooms in east and west. Epigrams of the Analects were are engraved in the temple; there are statues in white marble of 72 masters. In addition there are treasure museums of treasure of China's various successive dynasties.


3. Confucian Confucius Temple in Vietnam

Probably In in the time of the Western Han dynasty, Confucianism was spread to Vietnam and since then developed continuously. In the first year of 后黎朝顺天 Shuntian period of the Later Lē dynasty(1428), the founding emperor Lē Loiemperor Litaizu adopted ministers' suggestions and built Imperial CollegeState School in Capital Tonkin (modern-day Hanoi) and set teaching positions of priest inspector and professor teacher. Since the time of Emperor Lē Thai TongTaizong, national public examination was held nationwide to select talented people who will , the winners would be given enjoy preferential treatments. Since the time of Emperor Lē Thanh Tong 黎圣宗 Shengzong, master Erudite of the five Five classics Classics was installed to issue official versions of the five classics. Among the folk in Vietnam, the Chinese characters are regarded as "Confucius Confucian characters" which have to be used when offering sacrifice to ancestors. Influenced by Chinese tradition that "cherish paper with characters", Vietnamese forbid anyone to trampling paper with Chinese characterscript"儒"s. This tradition was named "kindness education" for it fosters kindness inside people.

The Confucian Confucius Temple in Hanoi is a symbol of respecting Confucius and revering Confucianism in Vietnam. Particularly, the The couplets in Dacheng Gate, Dacheng Hall and Kuiwen Pavilion of the temple collectively indicateexpressd the Vietnamese highly respect reverence for Confucius and Confucianism. In the front part of Dacheng Hall, there is the a portrait of Emperor Kangxi, which shows that the emperor was is writing four Chinese characters "万世师表万世师表 Wan Shi Shi Biao" (Wan Shi Shi Biao, meaning a person of extremely virtue through all ages). In the back rear part, Statues statues of Confucius and Four Sages Correlates (复圣颜回、宗圣曾参、述圣孔伋、亚圣孟轲 Yan Hui, Zeng Shen, Kong Ji and Mencius) were are worshiped. The combination of Hanoi Confucian Confucius Temple and State School Imperial College made it the highest academy institute of the nation. The Forest of Stele in the back yard of Kuiwen Pavilion have recorded listed the names of winners in imperial public examinations of different successive dynasties.

There are more Confucius Temples temples in other other places of throughout Vietnam, for instance Maotian Confucian Confucius Temple in Jinyang County county, Hai yangDuong province, which was once destroyed in warfare and then restored by the donation from the common people. In some remote counties in southern part of the country, Confucius was is worshipped both in special temples and in other temples which worshipped the figure of Guanggong (or God of War), or Matsu, another idol in Chinese culture. Just on the Confucius Street Avenue in Ho Chi Minh City, the a statue of Confucius financed made by with funds pooled by local people donation right stands in the middle.


4. Confucian Confucius Temple in Indonesia

During the reigning periodreign of Emperor Qianlong in the Qing dynasty, Confucianism was transmitted to Indonesia. In 1729, Mingcheng Academy was established. , iItt was mainly for teaching but posed had a combination character of of combining temple and with school. The Chinese Assembly Hall established in Badavia in 1900 made its tenet to promote Confucianism and boost the overseas Chinese society. Up to 1919, the number of schools teaching in Chinese language reached more than 200, which mainly worshipped Confucius and Confucianism. The Master Group of Confucianism was established in Bandung in 1923 and founded Confucius Monthly. The Master GroupIt was then re-built in Jakarta in 1955 and branches established chapters in SuoluoSolo, Sishui Subaraya and Bandung. Many buildings relating to concerned with Confucius worshipping remained intact today are preserved very well. In 1963, the Master Group of Confucianism was renamed League of Confucianism, .and simultaneously a A "Tri-religion League", including Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, came into being at the same year.

In Java Island there are three temples related to Confucius worshipping: SubarayaSishui Confucian Wen MiaoTemple, the hall Hall for Kwan-yinAvalokitesvara in Jakarta and Dajue Temple in Semarang. Except the first one solely for Confucius commemoration, the other two temples were are mainly for such gods deities as AvalokitesvaraKwan-yin and Jade Emperor but set niche for Confucius. SubarayaSishui Confucian Wen MiaoTemple was built by the proposal of Kang Youwei in 1883 and followed the layout model of Confucian Confuciust Temple in South China of the Qing dynasty, where Confucius and Seventy-two Masters were enshrined and worshipped. In 1965, President Sukarno issued President Order No. 1 Order to acknowledge Confucianism as one of the six main official religions in Indonesia.


5. Confucian Confucius Temple in Singapore and other places

Singapore won its independence in 1965 and then started to pay attention to Chinese traditional culture. Confucianism largely promoted economic flourishing of Singapore. Since the 1980s, Singapore State University founded Institute of East Asia Philosophy with Confucianism studies as the main focus. The Ministry of Education compiled a series of books and discs named Ethics of Confucianism as teaching materials in middle schools. The government, in particular, set down the weeks for politeness and the weeks for respecting the senior to put Confucianism into practice. Quotations of Confucius in both Chinese and English was are easily seen in bustling streets and subways of the city.

In Singapore, there are many a Chinese schools, institutions and temples that canonize Confucianism. Chongwen Pavilion for instance, was financed by merchant a wealthy businessman Chen JinshengTan Kim Seng in 1849 to promote Confucianism. It was rebuilt into today's Cuiying Academy (assembling talents). The idea of integrating the three religions was is very popular in the island country. The statues of Confucius, Laozi and Sakyamuni are enshrined in the same temple hall with different positions in many temples. The Master Group of Confucianism of south South Asia was built established in Singapore and randomly organizes variousevarious activities to honor Confucius and study his doctrines at an irregular basis. Following the spirit of piety and loyalty in Confucianism, overseas Chinese also organized many family gatherings and countrymen gatherings.

In other countries and regions in Southeast Asia, Chinese people carried on the traditional culture and embraced doctrines of Confucius. For a long time, people expressed their admiration to the ancestor former master sage in various means. MBurma yanmar built Yunnan Assembly Hall in Mandalay in 1876 with a hall for Confucius only as a school to teach Confucianism. The Chinese School in Rangoon, built in 1903, regularly paid tribute to holds ceremony in honour of Confucius. The Confucius Worshipping School in Kuala Lumpur, built in 1906, also had has a hall especially for Confucius. It is very influential among the local. The Chongwen Academy (meaning respect the educated) in Manila of the Philippines was built in 1917 with the purpose of promoting Confucian cultures. During the occupation of Japanese army, the school was damaged badly heavily destroyed and was rebuilt after the war. Chinese people in Thailand also set up a memorial hall in schools or assembly halls to pay tribute to worship Confucius.


Closing

Confucianism, the main body of Chinese traditional culture, has been the mainstream of Chinese ideology for its spirit of going to practice, profound basis of historic source as well as advocation of ethics and righteous values. For more than 2,000 years, Confucius called for moral culture and adoption of humanity and exerted deep great influence to on China's society and politics. With development of globalization, Confucianism is becoming the treasure that people all over the world would share. When Laureates of Nobel Prize gathered in Paris in 1988, they declared that so long as men would exist in the 21st century, they must seek wisdom from Confucianism with a history of 2,500 years.

The philosophy of Confucius walked traveled from pre-Qin dynasty to the modern times, from central China to the whole world. Thousands of years ago, Confucianism was made an important course in Vietnam, Korea, Japan and other Asian countries. In the 20th century, it became the spiritual foundation of Singapore where elite Chinese people administered the country. In 1970, the government of California State declared announced that September 28, the birthday of when Confucius was born should is bet Teachers's day Day of the state. In the same year, World Religion and Peach Peace Organization in Geneva acknowledged Confucianism as official religion Confucius Religion. In 1987, Confucius Study Fund was founded in Taiwan of, China. Then in 1994, Beijing witnessed the founding of World Confucianism League. Nowadays, Confucius is has been listed as one of the top ten most famous personages recognized worldwide, for which all Chinese people throughout the world shall should be feel proud of. Confucius belongs to both China and the world. The wisdom of typical Confucius nature will long last over ages and space.

In a world of globalization, Confucianism has been spread penetrated to all places corners around of of the world. The founding establishment of Confucius Institutes schools in various many countries indicates shows that the thought of Confucius has been accepted widely acceptance of his thoughts. As a commonweal public welfare organ for teaching Mandarin putonghua and transmitting Chinese culture, Confucius Institutes work as platforms where countries promote Confucianism. Since 2004 when the first Confucius Institute was established in Korea, there are more than 100 such institutes built in over 40 countries. By inheriting the doctrines of harmony "Harmony is precious "and precious" and "Harmony but not Sameness", it the institutes facilitate promoted exchange and integration of various cultures and committed work for to building a peaceful, prosperous and harmonious world.
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