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ACTIVITIES

BEFORE READING

1 Match the words with the pictures. Use a dictionary to help you.

□ prince

□ statue

□ swallow

□ reed

□ mayor

□ angel
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2 The Happy Prince
 is a fairy tale. What do you think happens?

Make sentences with the things from Activity 1.


a
 The... is in love with the...


b
 The... is always happy.


c
 The... cries a lot.


d
 The... wants to go to Egypt.


e
 The... doesn't like the old... .


f
 The... dies in the end.


g
 The... comes down from the sky to find something.

Compare your ideas with a partner.


Chapter 1　Happy and in Love

第一章　快乐的宠儿

In a country far away, a young prince lives happily in the wonderful palace
 of Sans-Souci
 . Nothing sad comes through the door of that palace. Every day he plays with his friends in the palace garden. Every night he laughs and sings with his friends in the biggest room in the palace. Everything there is beautiful. But what about the other people in his country? The prince doesn't know about them. He never leaves the palace or its garden. So he never thinks about other people, and he never asks any questions to learn about them. Everyone at the palace calls him, 'The Happy Prince.' And when he dies, they make a statue
 of him.
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The statue of the Happy Prince stands on a tall column
 over the city. He has gold all over him from head to foot. His eyes are two sapphires
 , and there is a big red ruby
 in his sword. All the people in the town love him.

'He's very beautiful,' says one of the Town Councillors
 , 'but he can't do
 very much.'

When a little boy begins crying for something new to play with, his mother says to him:

'Why can't you be happy? The Happy Prince never thinks of crying for new things.'
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A sad, tired man looks up at the wonderful gold statue. He says quietly, 'Well, there's one truly happy man in the city. That's something!'

Some poor young students walk past in their red coats. They see the sun on the prince's sapphire eyes and they say, 'Look! He's an angel
 !'

Their teacher hears this, and quickly says to them, 'What are you talking about? What do you know about angels?'

'We see them in our dreams
 ,' say the children.

'Well stop dreaming then,' says their teacher angrily.

Earlier that year, in the country far from the city, a little bird, a swallow
 , meets a reed
 by the river. The reed is tall and beautiful and the swallow likes her at once.

'Shall I love you?' he asks her openly. She says nothing, but moves her head slowly up and down. The swallow flies round and round her happily.

The other swallows laugh at him and his love, the reed.

'She has no money, and she comes from a very big family,' they say. It's true. Lots of other reeds live with her near the river. But the swallow doesn't listen to his friends. He likes his summer love story.
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When the summer finishes, the other swallows fly away to Egypt. They leave the swallow with his love. After six weeks with only the reed to talk to, he isn't very excited
 by her any more.

'She says nothing to me. Does she love me?'

The reed moves beautifully in front of him.

'She loves her home, but I like visiting different countries. So she must come with me.'

In the end, he asks her, 'Come away with me!'

But the reed moves her beautiful head left and right. She doesn't want to leave her nice home by the river.

So the swallow says sadly, 'All right. Then I'm going to Egypt without you. Goodbye!' and he flies away.




palace
 n.
 a big house where a prince lives 宫殿



Sans-Souci
 圣苏西（地名）



statue
 n.
 a picture of a person made of metal or stone 雕塑



column
 n.
 a tall thing with a statue or building on it 柱子



sapphire
 n.
 an expensive blue stone 蓝宝石



ruby
 n.
 a very expensive stone that is usually red 红宝石



councillor
 n.
 an important man that looks after a town 市政委员



angel
 n.
 a very good and beautiful person; in pictures they often have wings 天使



dream
 n. & v.
 pictures that you see in your head when you are sleeping; to see pictures in your head when you are sleeping 梦；做梦



swallow
 n.
 a bird that lives in the north in the hot months and goes south in the cold months of the year 燕子



reed
 n.
 a tall thin plant that lives near or in water 芦苇



excited
 adj
 . happy, interested 兴奋的






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Match the characters from Chapter 1 with the sentences.
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WORD WORK

1 Find words from Chapter 1 to match the pictures.
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a
 　s
 t
 a
 t
 u
 e
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b
 　_ _ _ _ _ _
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c
 　_ _ _ _

[image: alt]



d
 　_ _ _ _
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e
 　_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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f
 　_ _ _ _
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g
 　_ _ _ _ _
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h
 　_ _ _ _ _
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i
 　_ _ _ _
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j
 　_ _ _ _ _
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k
 　_ _ _ _ _ _

2 Use the words in the ruby to complete the sentences.


a
 Many swallows go to England in the 
　summer　

 .


b
 In my ______ I'm sometimes a bird and I can______.


c
 The young prince is never ______ when he plays with his friends.


d
 The swallow stays behind when the ______swallows go to Egypt.


e
 Every day for six weeks the swallow flies ______ the reed.
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GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter?

Tick two boxes to finish each sentence.
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a
 The Happy Prince...


1
 □ begins to cry.


2
 □ leaves his column.


3
 □ talks to the swallow.


b
 The swallow...


1
 □ flies to Egypt.


2
 □ talks to the Happy Prince.


3
 □ feels sorry for the Happy Prince.
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Chapter 2　Why is it Raining?

第二章　为什么下雨了？

All through the day the swallow flies, and at night he arrives in the big city. 'Where can I stay here? Where can I find a bed to sleep in?' he thinks, and then he sees the statue of the Happy Prince on its tall column.

'I can stay here,' he says, 'From here I can look down at the town and up at the open sky, too.'

So he sits between the feet of the Happy Prince, and he looks about him. 'Tonight I have a beautiful gold room to stay in,' he says quietly, and then he begins to go to sleep.

Suddenly a big drop
 of water falls
 on him. Soon after that, a second drop hits him on the head, too.

'That's strange
 . It's raining! Reeds like the rain but not swallows.' he says. 'I must find a better bed to sleep in. This statue isn't any good in the rain. But, wait a minute. The sky's clear
 . I can't understand it.'

Just then, when the swallow is opening his wings to fly away, a third drop of water falls on him. The little bird quickly looks up. And what does he see?

He sees the sad eyes of the Happy Prince. Tears
 are running down the statue's gold face, and falling down on the swallow at his feet. The Happy Prince is crying! His face looks very sad and beautiful, and the little bird feels very sorry for him.

'Who are you?' asks the swallow.

'I'm the Happy Prince,' the statue answers.

'Then why are you crying on me?' asks the bird.

'My name comes from happier times,' says the statue, and he tells the swallow all about those past days in the Palace of Sans-Souci. 'But now I'm dead, and I'm standing up here. I have only a lead heart
 now. But I must cry because – from here – I can see all the poor people and all the ugly
 things in my city.'
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'So the statue isn't all gold,' thinks the swallow, but he's a bird from a good family, and so he says nothing to the prince about it.

Then the statue says quietly.

'Far away there's a poor house in a little street. Near the open window sits a tired woman at a table. She's working, and her hands don't stop moving. She's making an evening dress
 for one of the young ladies at the palace. It has beautiful red flowers on it. In a little bed across the room from her, her son lies ill with a fever
 . He asks for something nice and cold to drink, but his mother can give him only river water and so he does not get well. Swallow, Swallow, please pull
 the ruby from my sword, and take it to her. My feet can never leave this column, so I cannot move from here.'
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'But my friends the other swallows are waiting for me. At this time of the year they fly up and down the Nile from Cairo and talk to the Egyptian water-flowers there. I must fly away to be with them,' says the little swallow.




drop
 n.
 a small round piece of water 水滴



fall
 v.
 (fell, fallen) to go down suddenly 落下



strange
 adj.
 not usual 奇怪的



clear
 adj.
 clean and fresh, without clouds or mist 晴朗的



tear
 n.
 the water that comes from your eye when you cry 眼泪



lead
 n.
 very heavy grey metal 铅



heart
 n.
 the centre of feeling in somebody 心



ugly
 adj.
 not beautiful 丑陋的



evening dress
 clothes for women for a particular occasion 晚礼服



fever
 n.
 when you get very hot because you are ill 发烧



pull
 v.
 to use force upon (sth or sb) so as to draw towards 扯；拽






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Choose the correct pictures.


a
 Where does the swallow stop in the big city?
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b
 What hits the swallow on the head?
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c
 What does the statue of the Happy Prince have in it?
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d
 What sad thing does the Happy Prince see?
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e
 What does the Happy Prince want to give to the woman?
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WORD WORK

Use the words in the column to complete the sentences.


a
 A 　drop
 　
 of water hits the swallow on the head.


b
 Usually she wears trousers but today she's wearing a skirt. That's ______.


c
 The swallow sees ______ on the Happy Prince's face.


d
 The Happy Prince's ______ isn't gold.


e
 The Happy Prince is sad because he can see ______ people.


f
 The little boy feels hot because he's ill with a ______.


g
 That new building isn't beautiful. It's very ______.


h
 She's a ______ with a lot of money and she lives in a big house.


i
 The Happy Prince says, '______ the ruby from my sword.


j
 Some water ______ on the swallow's head.


k
 When the sky is ______, there isn't any rain.
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GUESS WHAT

What does the swallow do in the next chapter? Tick three sentences.


a
 □ He flies away to meet the other swallows in Egypt.


b
 □ He stays in the city for a night to help the Happy Prince.


c
 □ He leaves the ruby in the river for the beautiful reed.


d
 □ He takes the ruby to the woman with the little boy.


e
 □ He helps the little boy to sleep.


f
 □ He visits lots of important people in the city.


Chapter 3　Doing Something to Help

第三章　伸出援手

'Swallow, little Swallow, please stay with me for only one night,' says the statue. 'You can help me. That poor boy is very thirsty and his mother is very sad.'

'I don't like boys very much,' says the swallow. 'They like hitting little birds with stones
 . I remember last summer, two bad boys down at the river... .'

The Happy Prince looks sadly at the swallow. The little bird feels sorry for him. He doesn't like saying 'no' to people.

'... But I can fly fast, after all. It's very cold here now, but – yes – I can stay with you for one night and help you.'

'Thank you, little Swallow,' says the prince.

So the swallow takes the ruby from the prince's sword.

He flies away across the city with the expensive red stone in his mouth.

When he flies past the palace, he sees a beautiful young lady. She is standing at an open window and a young man is standing next to her.

'What a wonderful night!' says the young man, and he looks up at the clear sky. 'And what a wonderful young woman you are!'

'Is my new evening dress ready? I must wear it soon,' says the young woman. 'I want to see the dark red flowers all over it. Why can't these dress-makers
 work more quickly?'

The little swallow flies on across the river. He flies over little old shops, and past big ships, to the poor house in the little street with the boy and his mother in it.
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The mother is sleeping in her chair when he arrives. The boy's head is hot with fever, and he cannot sleep. The little bird flies into the room and puts the big ruby on the table near the woman's hand. Then he flies round the bed. He makes the boy's head cool
 with his wings.

'That's nice!' says the boy. 'I'm feeling better now.' And he stops moving about in the bed, and starts sleeping.

When the boy goes to sleep, the swallow flies back to the Happy Prince.

'It's strange,' he says, 'It's a cold night, but I feel very warm now.'

'That happens when you do something good to help someone,' says the prince.

The little swallow thinks a lot about this. Then he feels tired and he goes to sleep. He always feels tired when he thinks a lot.

The next day, early in the morning, the swallow flies down to the river for a bath
 . 'Tonight I'm going to Egypt,' he thinks happily. Through the day he flies round the town and visits all the important buildings there. An old man sees him in the sky and says, 'That's strange! A swallow here at this time of the year!' And he writes a long letter about it to the newspaper
 .

When night comes, the little swallow flies back to the Happy Prince.

'What do you want from Egypt?' he asks. 'I'm leaving now.'

'Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,' says the prince. 'Please stay with me one night more!'

'But my friends the other swallows are waiting for me. Tomorrow they fly up the River Nile to Luxor.'
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stone
 n.
 something grey or white, and hard 石头



dress-maker
 n.
 worker who makes dresses 缝衣工



cool
 adj.
 not warm 凉爽的



bath
 n.
 when you wash all your body in water 洗澡



newspaper
 n.
 people read about things that happen every day in this 报纸






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Are these sentences true or false? Tick the boxes.


a
 The swallow likes little boys a lot.


True □　False [image: alt]




b
 He wants to fly away because it's very cold.


True □　False □



c
 He stays to help the Happy Prince.


True □　False □



d
 He flies across the city with the Happy Prince's sword in his mouth.


True □　False □



e
 The poor woman sees the swallow fly into the room.


True □　False □



f
 The swallow leaves the ruby on the poor woman's table.


True □　False □



g
 The boy feels better after the swallow flies round his bed.


True □　False □



h
 The swallow feels cold when he goes back to the Happy Prince.


True □　False □



i
 The Happy Prince asks the swallow to stay in the city one more night.


True □　False □


WORD WORK

Correct the sentences about the pictures with words from Chapter 3.


a
 There are a lot of 
stories

 (stones
 ) on the road.
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b
 It's a beautiful bird with red things
 .
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c
 He's reading today's wallpaper
 .

[image: alt]



d
 That shop
 is from Egypt.
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e
 'I'd like a nice fool
 drink.'
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f
 The children are having a both
 in the river.
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GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter? Tick two boxes.
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a
 □ The Happy Prince feels sorry for more poor people.
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b
 □ The Happy Prince feels sorry for the swallow.
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c
 □ The swallow flies to Egypt.
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d
 □ The swallow pulls out one of the Happy Prince's eyes.


Chapter 4　More and More to Do

第四章　更多的事情

'Swallow, Swallow, far away across the city I see a poor young man. He's working at a table in a little attic
 room. He's writing a play
 for the theatre
 . He has some dead flowers next to him, his hair is brown, his mouth is red, and there are wonderful dreams in his big brown eyes. But he's very cold and hungry, and he can't think or write any more.'

'I can wait one more night,' says the swallow, because he has a good heart. 'Shall I take him a ruby, too?'





'Sadly, I have no more rubies,' says the prince. 'Now I have only the sapphires in my eyes. They come from India. Pull out one of them, and take it quickly to that poor young man. Then he can sell
 it for some good things to eat, and some warm things to wear, and – after that – he can finish his play.'

'Dear Prince, I can't do that!' cries the swallow.

'Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow, you must!' says the prince.

So the swallow takes out one of the prince's blue eyes. He flies with it in his mouth to the little attic room. The young man is tired, and he has his head on the table when the little bird arrives. He does not hear the swallow's wings. The little bird leaves the sapphire on the table near the flowers, and then flies away.

Suddenly the young man looks up and sees the expensive blue stone.

'What's this?' he cries happily. 'Someone likes my work a lot! Now I can finish my play!'
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The next day the little swallow flies down to the sea. First he watches a big ship arrive from a far country. Then he sees people come from the city and take the things from it.

'I'm going to Egypt!' cries the swallow, but nobody listens to him.

When night comes, he flies back to the Happy Prince.

'I'm here to say goodbye,' he says.

'Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow, please stay with me one night more!' says the prince.

'It's cold here now, and the snow is coming. But in Egypt it's warm, and the sun is hot and yellow in the blue sky. My Prince, I must leave you, but I can't forget you. And when I come back next year, I can bring you a ruby and a sea-blue sapphire. I want to give you back your missing
 eye, and the expensive red stone from your sword,' says the swallow.

But the prince says quietly, 'In the town square
 under us, there's a poor little girl. She's selling matches
 . But her matches are all on the street at her feet, and she can't sell them now. Nobody wants to buy
 matches with water on them. Her father's at home. He's waiting for her. But he's always angry with her, and he hits her when she comes home with no money for him. She's crying. She has no shoes on her feet and no hat on her head. Pull out my other eye and take it to her.'

'I can wait one more night, but I can't pull out your other eye,' cries the swallow.

'Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,' says the prince, 'you must do this for me!'
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attic
 n.
 a little room at the top of a house 阁楼



play
 n.
 a story that people act 剧本



theatre
 n.
 a building where people go to see plays 剧院



sell
 v.
 (sold, sold) to take money for something 卖



missing
 adj.
 not there 失去的



square
 n.
 an open place in a city with four sides 广场



match
 n.
 you use this to light a fire 火柴



buy
 v.
 (bought, bought) to give money for something 买






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Choose the correct words to complete these sentences.


a
 The Happy Prince sees a poor young singer
 / writer
 .


b
 He wants the swallow to take one of his eyes
 / hands
 .


c
 The swallow flies to the young man's room with some gold
 / a sapphire
 .


d
 The young man doesn't see the swallow
 / sapphire
 .


e
 The swallow goes to Egypt
 / the sea
 the next day.


f
 He wants to go to Egypt that night
 / the next morning
 .


g
 The Happy Prince wants the swallow to stay
 / go away
 .


h
 The Happy Prince talks to
 / sees
 a poor little match girl.


i
 When the girl goes home with no money, her father is angry
 / sad
 .


j
 He tells the swallow, 'Take my other eye to the girl
 / father
 .'
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WORD WORK

Complete the sentences with the words in the boxes.


a
 The young man lives in a room in an 
a
 t
 t
 i
 c

 .


c a t t i



b
 He wants to _ _ _ things to eat, but he doesn't have any money.


y u b



c
 'Romeo and Juliet' is a _ _ _ _ by Shakespeare.


l a p y



d
 The statue of the Happy Prince is in the town _ _ _ _ _ _.


r a u e s q



e
 You can see 'Hamlet' at the Globe _ _ _ _ _ _ _ in London.


t r e e h a t



f
 It's very cold and there's a lot of _ _ _ _ on the streets.


n o w s



g
 The Happy Prince thinks, 'The young man can _ _ _ _ the sapphire and finish writing his play.'


e l l s



h
 The little girl's _ _ _ _ _ _ _ fall down onto the street.


s t e m c h a



i
 Where's my bag? I can't find it! It's _ _ _ _ _ _ _.


s i n g s i m


GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter? Tick the boxes.


a
 The swallow takes out the Happy Prince's other eye.


Yes □　No □



b
 The swallow gives some money to the little girl.


Yes □　No □



c
 The little girl takes the swallow to her house.


Yes □　No □



d
 The Happy Prince can't see.


Yes □　No □



e
 The swallow goes to Egypt.


Yes □　No □



f
 The swallow gives gold from the Happy Prince to the poor people.


Yes □　No □



g
 The poor people in the town are happier.


Yes □　No □



h
 The poor people give things to eat to the swallow.


Yes □　No □



Chapter 5　The Prince is Blind

第五章　失明的王子

In the end, the swallow pulls out the prince's other eye, and takes it in his mouth down to the town square. The little girl is standing there and crying. He flies past her and leaves the sapphire in her hand. She looks at the beautiful blue stone carefully.

'That's nice!' she cries happily, and then she runs off home with it.
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Then the little bird flies back to the prince.

'You are blind
 now, and so I must stay with you always,' he says.

'No, little Swallow,' answers the poor prince, 'You must fly away to Egypt and the sun.'

'I'm staying with you now,' the swallow says. That night he sleeps at the prince's feet.
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The next day the swallow sits on the prince's shoulder
 and tells him stories of Egypt. He speaks of the river Nile, the little towns and important cities, Egyptian people, their work, and all the strange and wonderful things to see in Egypt.

'My little Swallow,' says the prince. 'You tell me all these things about Egypt, but truly I want to know more about the people here in my city. Fly out over the town, little Swallow, and look down. What do you see there? When you finish, come back and tell me everything.'
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So the little bird flies out over the big city and sees the lives of all the people there. He sees big expensive houses with poor beggars
 at their doors.

He comes back and tells the prince about hungry children with white faces in the dark streets...

... and poor cold boys with nowhere to sleep.

'Take off my gold leaf
 and give it to all the poor people. Perhaps it can make them happy.'

So, leaf by leaf, the swallow takes the gold from the statue. Now the Happy Prince looks old and grey. The little bird takes the gold leaf to the poor people. With it they can buy things to eat and things to wear. The children look better, their faces are redder and fatter, and they laugh and play in the street.

'We have bread to eat now,' they cry happily.

Then the first snow falls, and the city streets are white with it, and very cold. The rich people wear their warmest clothes, and boys in red hats play in the snow by the river.

The poor swallow is very cold, but he loves the Prince very much and doesn't want to leave him. He finds and eats crumbs
 in front of the baker's
 shop when the baker isn't looking. And he moves his wings a lot to stay warm, but it's no good. Slowly he begins to feels colder and colder.
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blind
 adj.
 when you can't see 失明的



shoulder
 n.
 this is between your neck and your arm 肩膀



beggar
 n.
 a person who asks other people for money in the street 乞丐



gold leaf
 a very thin covering of gold on something 金箔



crumb
 n.
 a very little piece of bread 面包屑



baker
 n.
 a person who makes bread 面包师






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Correct the sentences.


a
 The swallow gives the other ruby
 (sapphire
 ) to the little girl.


b
 The Happy Prince tells the swallow, 'You must fly to Denmark.'


c
 The swallow tells the Happy Prince stories about England.


d
 The Happy Prince wants to hear stories about the people in the palace.


e
 The swallow takes stones from the statue to the poor people.


f
 The swallow feels very warm in the snow.

WORD WORK

1 Complete the puzzle.
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2 Read the blue squares in the puzzle to find the name of an important Egyptian king.



R

 _ _ _ _ _





GUESS WHAT

How does the story end? Tick one box.

The story has a... ending.
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a
 □ sad
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b
 □ happy
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c
 □ sad and happy


Chapter 6　The Most Important Things

第六章　最重要的东西

The little swallow is dying from the cold, and he knows it. It isn't easy for him, but he flies up and sits on the prince's shoulder for the last time.

'Goodbye, my Prince,' he says quietly. 'Can I kiss
 your hand?' 'Ah, good. You're going to Egypt, little Swallow. I'm happy about that,' says the prince. 'It's wrong of you to wait here any more. But kiss me on the mouth before you go.'

'I'm not going to Egypt!' replies the swallow. 'I'm going to the house of the brother of sleep. I'm dying, you see.'

Then the little bird kisses the Happy Prince on the mouth...
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... and at once he falls down dead at the statue's feet.





Suddenly, there is a strange crack
 from the statue. The prince's lead heart breaks
 in two.

It is truly a very cold winter that year.
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Early the next morning, the Mayor
 and the Town Councillors are walking in the town square. They walk past the Happy Prince's column, and the Mayor looks up at the statue on it.

'Oh dear. What an ugly grey thing our prince is these days!' he cries.

'Yes, very ugly,' say the Town Councillors. They always say everything again after the Mayor says it. All of them go nearer to the statue, and look at it carefully.

'Where's the ruby in his sword? Where are his sapphire eyes? And where's all his gold leaf?' says the Mayor. 'He doesn't look any better than a beggar.'

'No better than a beggar,' say all the Town Councillors after him.

'And look at that! There's a dead bird at the foot of his column. That's very bad. We must make a new law
 . "No birds can die in the town square."'

One of the Town Councillors writes this down in a book.
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Because the statue isn't beautiful now, they take it away...
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... and they melt
 it in a big furnace
 .

'Now we can make the lead from the Happy Prince into a new statue,' says the Mayor. 'A statue of me!'

'Of me! Of me!' say the Town Councillors after him, and they don't stop all talking at the same time.
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'That's strange,' says one of the furnace workers. 'This lead heart with a crack in it doesn't melt. We must throw
 it away
 .'

So they throw the Happy Prince's heart away on the town rubbish heap
 . It falls next to the body of the little dead swallow.

Soon after that, God speaks to one of his angels.

'Bring me the two most important things in the city,' he says.





The angel flies down to the rubbish heap. It finds the lead heart with the crack in it, and the dead swallow there...

... and it brings these two things back to God.

'You're right,' says God. 'Because now this little bird can sing happily in my garden for ever – and the Happy Prince can live in my city of gold for ever, too.'

[image: alt]





kiss
 v.
 to touch lovingly with your mouth 吻



crack
 n.
 a sudden noise of something breaking; a thin line that breaks something 碎裂声；裂缝



break
 v.
 (broke, broken) to go into little pieces 裂开



mayor
 n.
 the most important man in a city 市长



law
 n.
 something that tells you what you must or must not do 法律



melt
 v.
 when something hard begins to be soft or liquid 熔化



furnace
 n.
 this is hot, it has a door, and you melt things in it 熔炉



throw away
 to put something away because you don't want it 扔掉



rubbish heap
 a number of things that people do not want any more, one on top of the other 垃圾堆






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Choose the correct picture.


a
 The swallow says goodbye to... .

[image: alt]



b
 The Happy Prince's... breaks.
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c
 The Mayor walks in the town square with... .
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d
 The Town Councillors take the statue away to a... .
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e
 Someone puts the swallow on a... .
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f
 The angel takes... to God.
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WORD WORK

Write out the sentences with words from Chapter 6.


a
 The Councillors put the Happy Prince in a[image: alt]
 .

The Councillors put the Happy Prince in a furnace.



b
 Before the swallow dies he[image: alt]
 the Happy Prince.


c
 There's a[image: alt]
 in the Happy Prince's heart.


d
 The Happy Prince's heart[image: alt]
 when the swallow dies.


e
 The[image: alt]
 doesn't like the old statue.


f
 It's hot today and the snow is[image: alt]
 .


g
 Can I[image: alt]
 these old newspapers?


h
 They put the Happy Prince's heart on a[image: alt]
 .


PROJECT

PROJECT　拓展训练


Statues with a Story


1 Read about the statues. Complete the website with the words from the box.


day　film　flies　listening　playing　sitting

speaking　standing　story　train　waiting　wearing




STATUES WITH A STORY

This statue of Peter Pan is in Kensington Gardens, London. In the a) _____________ of Peter Pan (1911) by J. M. Barrie, Peter b) _____________ down from the sky into the park and stops here. The statue of Peter is standing on an old tree and c) _____________ a pipe. The fairies and little animals round the tree are d) _____________ to the pipe music.
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At Shibuya e) _____________ station in Tokyo, Japan, there's a statue of a dog. Everyone in Japan knows about Chu-Ken Hachiko f) _____________ here for his owner, Mr Uyeno, every g) _____________ in the 1920s.
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There's a Japanese film and a children's book about Hachiko's story. The statue of Hachi is h) _____________ in front of the station. This statue of the American Indian Princess Pocahontas is in Jamestown, Virginia. There's a Disney i) _____________ about her, but Pocahontas is a famous woman in the history of North America, too. The statue is j) _____________, looking in front of her, and is k) _____________ an Indian dress. Perhaps she's l) _____________ to her father, Powhatan.
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2 Look at the statue in the photo. Choose the best words to complete the sentences about it.
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a
 This statue is of Oscar Wilde
 / Nasreddin Hodja
 / Don Quijote (and Sancho Panza)
 .


b
 You can see the statue in Aksehir, Turkey
 / Madrid, Spain
 / Dublin, Ireland
 .


c
 The person in the statue is from a book by Spanish writer Miguel Cervantes
 / a famous British writer
 / an old storyteller and teacher, famous for his funny stories
 .


d
 He's a thin man in armour, with a beard
 / fat man with a beard, with a big turban on his head
 / smart man in a green and pink jacket, grey trousers and black shoes
 .


e
 He's lying on a rock looking at something and smiling
 / sitting on a big horse
 / sitting on a little donkey, with a long stick in his right hand
 .

3 Write about the statue in Activity 2. Use the completed sentences to help you.

4 Choose another statue with a story. Make notes about it.
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Name of statue:

Where is it?

Is it a real person / a character from a book or fairy tale?

Describe the statue:



5 Write about your statue. Use the website from Activity 1 to help you.


Fairy Tale Roleplay


6 Look at these fancy dress costume pictures. Which of these fairy tales do you know? Tell a partner.
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Aladdin
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The Little Mermaid

[image: alt]


Rapunzel
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Pinocchio
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The Snow Queen

7 Match these phrases with the fairy tale characters in Activity 1.


a
 doesn't like being poor, wants to be rich


b
 lives under the sea, wants to marry the prince


c
 wants to be a real boy, his nose gets longer when he tells lies


d
 has a very cold heart, lives in a big empty palace in the far north


e
 has very long hair, lives in a tall tower (with no door) in the forest

8 A role card tells you who you are in a play. Read the role card for the Happy Prince. Correct seven mistakes.



Your name:


The Happy Prince


Your description:


A gold statue with ruby eyes. You're standing on a tree. You've got a newspaper in your hand.


Your habits:


You laugh a lot at things in the city.


You like:


Helping rich people.


You don't like:


Seeing angry poor people.


Your personality:


Kind. You're often happy


Your dream:


To help people.
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9 Complete the role card for the swallow.



Your name:


Swallow


Your description:


_________________________


Your habits:


You _______ round the town all day. You _______ at the statue's feet in the evening.


You like:


The beautiful _______. The _______. Being in _______ countries.


You don't like:


Being _______. _______. – because they hit birds with _______.


Your personality:


You never say _______ when people ask for help.


Your dream:


To ___________ and ___________ there.
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10 Choose two fairy tale characters. Make role cards for them. Use the role cards in Activities 8 and 9 to help you.



Your name:
 _________________________


Your description:
 __________________


Your habits:
 _______________________


You like:
 __________________________


You don't like:
 ___________________


Your personality:
 __________________


Your dream:
 ________________________
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Your name:
 ________________________


Your description:
 _________________


Your habits:
 ______________________


You like:
 _________________________


You don't like:
 __________________


Your personality:
 _________________


Your dream:
 _______________________
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[image: alt]


11 Choose a fairy tale character to be. Ask and answer questions with other students. Guess the characters.


GRAMMAR

GRAMMAR CHECK　语法充电


一般现在时：一般疑问句和简短回答

在一般疑问句中用助动词
 和be
 来提问。



Do
 you like the Happy Prince?


你喜欢快乐王子吗？



Are
 all the people happy?


大家都开心吗？

在简短回答里，还要使用助动词
 和be
 。


Yes, I do
 .


是的，我喜欢。


No, they aren't
 (are not
 ).


不，他们不开心。



1 Write answers for the questions about the Happy Prince's life at the start of the story. Use the short answers in the box.
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a
 Does he live far away?



Yes, he does.




b
 Is he sad?

_______________


c
 Does he think about other people?

_______________


d
 Can he sing?

_______________


e
 Has he got any friends?

_______________


f
 Can he see the other people in his country?

_______________


g
 Does he like his palace?

_______________


h
 Does he ask questions about his people?

_______________


i
 Is his palace beautiful?

_______________


j
 Are his friends happy?

_______________
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特殊疑问句和特殊疑问词

在特殊疑问句中使用特殊疑问词。



Where
 is the statue of the Happy Prince?


快乐王子的塑像在哪里？



Why
 do the swallows fly to Egypt?


燕子为什么要飞到埃及去？



How many
 poor people are there in the city?


城市里有多少穷人？

在回答这种问句时要给出具体信息。


On a column in the city.


在城市里的一根柱子上。


Because it is warmer there.


因为那里比较暖和。


I don't know. A lot.


我不知道。有很多。



2 Complete the information questions with the question words in the box.
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a
 Q: 　Why
 　
 does the prince cry?

A: Because his people are poor and unhappy.


b
 Q: ________ is the prince's ruby?

A: In his sword.


c
 Q: ________ people does the swallow help?

A: A lot.


d
 Q: ________ does the swallow give to the little girl?

A: A sapphire.


e
 Q: ________ country does the swallow want to see?

A: Egypt.


f
 Q: ________ wants a new statue in the city?

A: The Mayor.


g
 Q: ________ money have the prince's friends got?

A: A lot.


h
 Q: ________ do swallows usually go to Egypt?

A: In the winter.
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动词+不定式/-ing形式

在begin，forget，learn，like，need，remember，want和would like等动词后，用带to的不定式
 。


'I need to go
 to Egypt,' says the swallow.


“我得到埃及去。”燕子说。

在begin，finish，go，like，love和stop等动词后，用动词+ing
 的形式。


The poor young man loves dreaming
 .


那个贫穷的年轻人喜欢做梦。



3 Complete these sentences about the story with the to
 + infinitive or verb + -ing
 form of the verb in brackets.


a
 Everyone in the palace wants 　to sing
 　
 (sing).


b
 The little boy begins __________ (cry) for something new to play with.


c
 The people in the city love __________ (look) at the gold statue.


d
 The statue can't go __________ (dance).


e
 The swallow doesn't want __________ (stay) in the city.


f
 The dressmaker's hands don't stop __________ (move).


g
 The reed likes __________ (move) her head from left to right.


h
 The poor young man needs__________ (buy) food and clothes.


i
 At first, the prince doesn't remember __________ (be) good to his people.


j
 The swallow would like __________ (fly) to Egypt.


k
 The gold statue never forgets__________ (help) the poor people.


I
 The swallow likes __________ (talk) to the prince.
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表示方向的介词

表示方向的介词用来描述某物的运动方向。
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up

向上
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down

向下
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into

进入
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out of

出去
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over

越过
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through

通过
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across

穿过
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past

经过
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to

到



4 Complete the text about the Happy Prince and the swallow with the prepositions in the box.
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The gold statue stands on a tall column in the city. The people walk a) 　past
 　
 and look at the young prince. In the country, a little swallow flies b) ____________ the river and talks to his love, the reed. She doesn't answer him and so the swallow flies c) ____________ the city. From the sky, he looks d) ____________ at the buildings and the gold statue. He sits between the statue's feet and some water falls on him. He looks e) ____________ at the Happy Prince: he's crying. The swallow wants to go to Egypt but he stays and helps the prince. He takes the ruby f) ____________ the prince's sword. He flies g) ____________ the city and takes the ruby to a poor dressmaker. He goes h) ____________ the house of a poor young man and gives him a sapphire. He looks i) ____________ the windows of poor houses and sees the people there. Now, when the people go j) ____________ the statue, they look happier.
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一般现在时：第三人称单数

在动词原形后加-s
 就构成了一般现在时的第三人称单数。


The prince live
 
s

 in a beautiful palace.


王子住在一座漂亮的宫殿里。


The swallow tell
 
s

 the prince about the hungry children.


燕子给王子讲那些饥饿的孩子的事。

以-o，-ch，-ss和-sh结尾的动词，在词尾加-es
 构成第三人称单数。


kiss
 – The swallow kiss
 
es

 the prince on the mouth.


燕子亲吻了王子的嘴唇。

以辅音字母加y结尾的动词，要先变y为i
 ，再加-es
 ，构成第三人称单数。


cry
 – The prince cr
 
ies

 and his tears fall on the swallow.


王子哭了，泪水落到燕子身上。

动词be和have的第三人称单数是不规则的。


The prince
 
has

 (
 
got

 ) a lot of money but he
 
isn't

 (
 
is not

 ) happy.


王子有很多钱，但是他并不快乐。

可以用一般现在时来复述故事。



5 Complete the text about the dressmaker with the verbs in brackets in the Present Simple.

The dressmaker a) 　　　is
 　　
 (be) always tired because she b) ____________ (work) a lot. Her little boy c) ____________ (lie) in bed with a fever. He d) ____________ (cry) and asks for something cold to drink. His mother e) ____________ (have) no good food or water to give to him. The prince f) ____________ (watch) the woman and feels sad.

The swallow takes the ruby from the prince's sword and he g) ____________ (fly) across the city with it. In the palace, a young woman h) ____________ (wait) for her new dress. She i) ____________ (have) a lot of old dresses but she j) ____________ (want) to wear her new dress. The swallow k) ____________ (put) the ruby on the dressmaker's table and then he l) ____________ (go) away. He m) ____________ (feel) much better now. That night, the prince n) ____________ (teach) the swallow something very important.
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形容词的比较级和最高级
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形容词的比较级后加than
 。


The prince is bigger than
 the swallow.


王子比燕子大。

一些形容词是不规则的。


good – better
 – the best



好的—更好的—最好的


bad – worse
 – the worst



坏的—更坏的—最坏的


far – farther
 – the farthest



远的—更远的—最远的



6 Write comparative sentences about the swallow and the reed.


a
 swallow / nice / reed 
The swallow is nicer than the reed.




b
 reed / beautiful / swallow _________________


c
 reed / big / swallow _________________


d
 reed/ happy / swallow _________________


e
 swallow / sad / reed _________________

7 Write superlative sentences with these words.


a
 The prince / good / person in the city



The prince is the best person in the city.




b
 The swallow / wonderful bird / the world

_______________________


c
 The match girl / happy girl / her street

_______________________


d
 The statue / expensive thing / the city

_______________________
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连词：and，but，so和because


and
 连接并列的两个分句。


The swallow loves the reed
 
and

 he loves the prince, too.


燕子爱芦苇，也爱王子。


but
 连接转折关系的两个分句。


The swallow likes the sun,
 
but

 he hates the cold.


燕子喜欢太阳，而讨厌寒冷。


so
 连接两个分句，表示结果。


The people in the city are very poor 
so
 the prince must do something.



（前面分句的结果）

城里的人非常穷困，所以王子必须做点儿什么。


because
 连接两个分句，表示原因。


The prince must lose his eyes 
because
 he wants to help his people.



（前面分句的原因）

王子必须失去双眼，因为他想帮助他的人民。



8 Complete the sentences with and
 , but
 , so
 , or because
 .


a
 The Happy Prince lives in a palace 　and
 　
 he is happy with all his friends.


b
 The prince can't help the poor people _________ he can't leave his column.


c
 The swallow feels the prince's tears on his head _________ he looks up.


d
 The swallow is kind, _________ he doesn't want to stay in the cold city.


e
 The swallow takes the ruby to the dressmaker _________ she can help her son.


f
 The poor young man can't think or write any more _________ he is cold and hungry.


g
 The swallow wants to fly to Egypt, _________ he stays with the prince.


h
 The bird is dying from the cold _________ he knows it.


i
 The statue is ugly now _________ it is grey.
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TRANSLATION　译文


第一章


快乐的宠儿

在一个遥远的国家里，有一位年轻的王子在圣苏西的华丽宫殿里过着快乐的生活。没有任何伤心事能够进入宫殿的大门。他每天都和朋友们在宫殿的花园里嬉戏，夜晚则与朋友们一起在宫殿最大的房间里说笑唱歌。那里的一切都是美丽的。可是他王国里的其他人怎么样呢？王子不知道。他从未离开过宫殿或花园，所以他从未想到过其他人，也从未提过任何问题去了解他们。宫殿里的人都叫他“快乐王子”。他死后，他们为他立了一座塑像。

快乐王子的塑像矗立在城市里一根高高的柱子上。他从头到脚都镀了金。他的眼睛是两颗蓝宝石，他的剑上镶着一颗很大的红宝石。城里的人都非常喜爱他。

“他美极了，”一位市政委员说，“不过他做
 不了太多事。”

当一个小男孩哭闹着要新玩具的时候，他的妈妈对他说：

“你为什么不能开开心心的呢？快乐王子从没想过哭着要什么新东西。”

一个忧愁而疲惫的人仰望着这座美丽的金色塑像。他低声说：“啊，城市里还有一个真正快乐的人，还算不错！”

几个贫穷的小学生穿着红外套走过。他们看到阳光照耀着王子蓝宝石做的眼睛，说道：“看！他是位天使！”

他们的老师听了这话，马上对他们说：“你们在说什么呢？你们怎么知道天使什么样？”

“我们在梦里见过他们。”孩子们说。

“那就别再做梦了。”他们的老师生气地说。

那一年早些时候，在离这座城市很远的乡下，一只小燕子在河边遇到一根芦苇。芦苇高挑美丽，燕子对她一见钟情。

“我能爱你吗？”他直白地问她。她没有说话，只是缓缓地点了点头。燕子高兴地围着她飞了一圈又一圈。

其他燕子笑话他和他的爱人，那根芦苇。

“她没有钱，而且有一大家子人。”他们说。这是事实。许多别的芦苇跟她一起住在河边。但是燕子没有听朋友们的话。他喜欢他的夏日之恋。

夏天结束了，别的燕子都飞去了埃及。他们留下燕子跟他的爱人在一起。过了六个星期只能跟芦苇讲话的日子，他对她不再那么充满激情了。

“她根本不和我说话。她爱我吗？”

芦苇在他面前姿态优美地动了动身子。

“她很恋家，可我喜欢去不同的国家游历。所以她必须和我一道走。”

最后，他请求她：“跟我走吧！”

但是芦苇摇了摇她美丽的头。她不想离开河边温暖的家。

于是燕子难过地说：“好吧。那我就独自去埃及。再见！”说完，他飞走了。


第二章


为什么下雨了？

燕子飞了一整天，夜里来到这座大城市。“我在这儿能住哪儿呢？我到哪里能找一张床睡觉呢？”他正想着，这时他看到了快乐王子的塑像矗立在高高的柱子上。

“我可以住在这儿，”他说，“从这里我可以俯瞰城市，也可以仰望广阔的天空。”

于是他在快乐王子的两脚之间落下，四下看了看。“今晚我住在一个金子做的漂亮房间里。”他低声说着，准备睡觉。

突然，一大滴水落到他身上。很快，又一滴水砸在了他的头上。

“真奇怪。下雨了！芦苇喜欢雨，但是燕子可不喜欢。”他说，“我得找个好点儿的床睡觉。这塑像在下雨天没什么用。不过，等等。天空很晴朗。我真弄不懂。”

这时，燕子正要张开翅膀飞走，又一滴水落到了他的身上。小鸟急忙抬头看。他看到了什么？

他看到了快乐王子悲伤的眼睛。泪水沿着塑像金色的脸颊落下，落到他脚下的燕子身上。快乐王子在哭泣！他的脸看起来那么忧伤而美丽，小鸟为他感到难过。

“你是谁？”燕子问。

“我是快乐王子。”塑像回答。

“那你为什么哭得我一身是水？”小鸟问。

“我的名字来自那些快乐的时光。”塑像说，然后他给燕子讲了那些圣苏西宫美好的往昔。“可是现在我已经死了，高高地站在这里。我如今只有一颗铅做的心，但是我没法不哭泣，因为——从这里——我看到了我的城市里所有那些贫穷的人和丑恶的事。”

“这么说这塑像不全是金子做的。”燕子想，不过他是一只好人家出身的鸟儿，所以他没跟王子说这件事。

接着，塑像低声说道：

“在远处一条小巷子里有一间破屋子。在打开的窗户附近，有个疲惫的妇人坐在桌前。她在干活儿，双手忙个不停。她在为宫殿里的一位小姐缝制晚礼服，礼服上面有美丽的红色花朵。房间的另一边有一张小床，她的儿子躺在上面，正发着烧。他想要点儿好喝的冷饮，可他的妈妈只能给他喝河水，所以他并没有好起来。燕子，燕子，请把我剑上的红宝石取下来送给她。我的脚没法离开这柱子，因此我不能离开这里。”

“可是我的朋友们，也就是其他的燕子，都在等我。在一年中的这个时候，他们从开罗沿着尼罗河飞来飞去，跟埃及生在水中的花朵聊天。我必须飞去跟他们在一起。”小燕子说。


第三章


伸出援手

“燕子，小燕子，请留在我这里，就一个晚上，”塑像说，“你可以帮助我。那个可怜的男孩口渴极了，他的妈妈又那么难过。”

“我可不怎么喜欢男孩，”燕子说，“他们喜欢用石头打小鸟，我记得去年夏天，有两个坏男孩在河边……”

快乐王子悲伤地看着燕子。小鸟为他感到难过。他不喜欢跟人说“不”。

“……但是无论如何，我可以飞得快一点儿。这里现在很冷，不过——是的——我可以在你这儿留一个晚上，帮你的忙。”

“谢谢你，小燕子。”王子说。

于是燕子从王子的剑上取下了红宝石。

他嘴里衔着昂贵的红宝石飞过城市上空。

飞过宫殿的时候，他看到一位美丽的小姐。她站在一扇打开的窗前，一位年轻人站在她旁边。

“多么美丽的夜晚！”年轻人说着，望向晴朗的夜空。“而您也如此迷人！”

“我那件新晚礼服准备好了吗？我很快就得穿它，”那位姑娘说道，“我想看到它上面遍布深红色的花朵。这些缝衣工为什么不能快点儿干活儿！”

小燕子继续飞过河流。他飞过老旧的小商店、巨大的船只，来到小巷中那个小男孩和他妈妈住的破屋子里。

他到那里的时候，母亲在椅子上睡着了。男孩发着烧，热得睡不着。小鸟飞进屋子，把巨大的红宝石放在桌上那妇人的手边。然后他绕着床飞，用翅膀扇风给男孩带来一丝清凉。

“真舒服！”男孩说，“我现在觉得好些了。”他不再辗转反侧，渐渐睡着了。

男孩睡着后，燕子飞回了快乐王子身边。

“真奇怪，”他说，“今晚很冷，可我现在却觉得很暖和。”

“做好事帮助别人后你就会有这种感觉。”王子说。

小燕子对这话想了很久。然后他觉得累了，就睡着了。他思考太多的时候总是会觉得累。

第二天清早，燕子飞到河边洗澡。“今晚我就要去埃及了。”他快活地想。整个白天，他在城市里飞来飞去，参观所有著名的建筑。一位老人看到他飞过天空，说：“奇怪！这个季节还有燕子在这里！”他还就此事给报社写了一封长信。

夜幕降临，小燕子飞回快乐王子身边。

“埃及有你想要的什么东西吗？”他问，“现在我要走了。”

“燕子，燕子，小燕子，”王子说，“请在我这里再留一晚吧！”

“可是我的朋友们——其他的燕子——都在等我呢。明天他们要沿着尼罗河到上游的卢克索去。”


第四章


更多的事情

“燕子，燕子，我看到在城市遥远的另一边，有一个贫穷的年轻人。他在一个小阁楼的桌子前工作。他在为剧院写一个剧本。他旁边有几朵枯萎的花，他的头发是棕色的，他的嘴唇是红色的，他棕色的大眼睛里充满了对未来的美好期望。但是他饥寒交迫，没法继续思考和写作了。”

“我可以再等一个晚上。”燕子说，因为他心肠很好。“我也要给他送一颗红宝石吗？”





“可惜我没有红宝石了，”王子说，“现在我只有眼睛里的蓝宝石。它们来自印度。摘一颗下来，赶快给那可怜的年轻人送去。这样他就可以把它卖掉，买些好东西吃，买件暖和的衣裳穿，然后——他就能完成他的剧本了。”

“亲爱的王子，我不能那么做！”燕子大声说。

“燕子，燕子，小燕子，你必须这么做！”王子说。

于是燕子摘下了王子的一只蓝眼睛。他衔着它飞到小阁楼上。那个年轻人累极了，小鸟到来的时候，他正趴在桌子上。他没有听到燕子拍打翅膀的声音。小鸟把蓝宝石放在桌上靠近花朵的地方，然后飞走了。

年轻人突然抬头看到了昂贵的蓝宝石。

“这是什么？”他高兴地叫起来。“有人很喜欢我的作品！现在我可以完成我的剧本了！”

第二天，小燕子飞到海边。他先看到了来自遥远国度的一艘大船，接着又看到人们从城里出来搬运船上的货物。

“我要去埃及了！”燕子大声说，但是没有人听。

夜晚到来，他飞回快乐王子身边。

“我是来道别的。”他说。

“燕子，燕子，小燕子，请再留在我这儿一晚吧！”王子说。

“这里很冷，就要下雪了。而埃及很温暖，火热的金色的太阳挂在蓝天上。我的王子，我必须离开你了，但我不会忘记你。明年我回来的时候，我可以带一颗红宝石和一颗海蓝色的蓝宝石给你。我想让你重新拥有失去的眼睛和你剑上昂贵的红宝石。”燕子说。

但是王子低声说：“在我们脚下的城市广场上有个可怜的小女孩。她在卖火柴。可是她的火柴全都撒在她脚边的地面上了，现在她没办法卖它们了。没有人愿意买沾了水的火柴。她的父亲在家里等她。可是他总是对她发火，当她没有拿钱回家给他的时候就打她。她正在哭呢。她脚上没有穿鞋，头上也没戴帽子。把我另外一只眼睛摘下来给她吧。”

“我可以再等一夜，但是我不能摘掉你另一只眼睛。”燕子大声说。

“燕子，燕子，小燕子，”王子说，“你必须为我做这件事！”


第五章


失明的王子

最后，燕子摘下了王子的另一只眼睛，衔着它飞到了城市广场上。那个小女孩正站在那里哭。他飞过她身边，把蓝宝石丢在了她手上。她小心翼翼地看着这美丽的蓝色宝石。

“太好了！”她高兴地叫起来，拿着它跑回家去了。

之后，小鸟飞回王子身边。

“你现在什么也看不见了，所以我得一直陪着你。”他说。

“不，小燕子，”可怜的王子说，“你必须飞到有温暖阳光的埃及去。”

“我现在要和你在一起。”燕子说。那天晚上，他就睡在王子的脚边。

第二天，燕子落在王子的肩膀上，给他讲埃及的故事。他说起了尼罗河、大小城镇、埃及人和他们的工作，还有埃及各种各样新奇有趣的事物。

“我的小燕子，”王子说，“你跟我说了这么多关于埃及的事情，可我真正想知道的是生活在这个城市的人过得怎样。飞到城里去各处看看吧，小燕子。你都看到了什么？等你看完，就回来把一切讲给我听。”

于是小鸟飞翔在这座大城市上空，看到了所有人的生活。他看到贫穷的乞丐在豪华的大房子门口乞讨。

他回来告诉王子昏暗的小巷里饥饿的孩子们脸色苍白……

……还有受冻的可怜孩子没有地方睡觉。





“剥下我身上的金箔，送给所有的穷人吧。或许它能让他们快乐起来。”

于是，燕子从塑像上剥下了一片又一片金箔。现在的快乐王子看上去苍老而灰暗。小鸟把金箔送给穷人。他们可以用它来买吃的和穿的。孩子们看起来比以前好了很多，他们的脸红了一些，也胖了一些，他们笑了，还在街上做游戏。

“我们现在有面包吃了。”他们高兴地叫着。

这时，第一场雪落了下来，城市的街道一片雪白，天气冷极了。有钱人穿上了他们最暖和的衣服，戴着红帽子的男孩子们在河边的雪地上玩耍。

可怜的燕子非常冷，但是他很爱王子，不想离开他。他趁面包师不注意的时候在面包房门口找面包屑吃。他还常常扇动翅膀想保持温暖，但是没有用。渐渐地，他开始觉得越来越冷。


第六章


最重要的东西

小燕子要冻死了，他自己知道。他奋力飞起来，最后一次落到王子的肩膀上。

“再见了，我的王子，”他轻声说，“我能吻你的手吗？”

“啊，太好了。你要去埃及了，小燕子。我很高兴，”王子说，“你不该在这儿耽搁了。但是，在你离开前，吻我的嘴唇吧。”

“我不是去埃及！”燕子回答，“我要去睡眠兄弟的家。你知道，我要死了。”

然后，小鸟吻了快乐王子的嘴唇……

……转眼间他跌落到了塑像脚边，死去了。





突然，塑像发出了一声奇怪的碎裂声。王子的铅心裂成了两半。

那年冬天真是冷极了。

第二天一早，市长和市政委员们在城市广场上散步。他们经过快乐王子塑像的柱子时，市长抬头朝塑像望去。

“哦，天哪。我们的王子这些日子怎么变得这么丑陋灰暗！”他叫道。

“是啊，太丑陋了。”市政委员们说。他们总是跟着重复市长的话。他们全都走到塑像跟前仔细地看。

“他剑上的红宝石哪里去了？他蓝宝石的眼睛哪里去了？他身上的金箔都到哪里去了？”市长说，“他看起来不比乞丐强。”

“不比乞丐强。”所有的市政委员们附和着。

“看那个！有只死鸟在他的柱子下。这可糟透了。我们必须制定一部新的法律。‘鸟儿不准死在城市广场上。’”

一个市政委员把这句话记在了本子上。

由于这座塑像现在已经不再美丽，他们就把它运走了……

……他们把它放在一个大熔炉里熔化了。

“现在我们可以用快乐王子熔化的铅再造一座塑像，”市长说，“一座我的塑像！”

“我的！我的！”市政委员们附和着，而且他们七嘴八舌地一起说，谁也不肯停。

“真奇怪，”一个负责熔化的工人说，“这个有裂口的铅心熔不了。我们得把它扔掉。”

于是他们把快乐王子的心扔到了城里的垃圾堆上。它掉下来，落在死去的小燕子身旁。

不久，上帝对一位天使说：“把那城市里最重要的两件东西拿来给我。”





天使飞到垃圾堆上，在那里找到了有裂口的铅心和死去的小燕子……

……它把这两样东西带回来，交给上帝。

“你做得对，”上帝说，“因为现在这只小鸟可以在我的花园里永远快乐地歌唱——而快乐王子也能永远生活在我的黄金之城里了。”
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